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the Union, omey disposed to come to the rescue, 


and with undiminished faith in the national senti- 
ment of the whole people. . 

But, ifall the efforts to preserve the Union should 
rove unavailing; if the fury of party should tri- 
, over the devotion of the patriot; if mutual 
hatred and contempt among the States should take 
the place of love and mutual forbearance; if this 
glorious Union, strained and torn in different 
jirections, should at last be rent asunder and de- 
stroyed forever, then, like the wrecked mariner, 
who amidst his sense of woe at the loss of his 
noble ship follows the instinct of self-preservation, 
California would try to save herself, though her 
existence afterwards would be oné of mournful 
solitude. I cannot, Mr. President, think that the 
Union will be—on the contrary, I believe that it 
cannot be—dissolved, except by the complete and 
hopeless inauguration of Republican principles in 
everydepartment of the Federal Government. And 


ump! 


for this reason, I do not believe that this magnifi- | 


cent country of ours is destined, as is too often 
rophesied in this Chamber, te be torn asunder 
by internecine strife; that her virgin soil will drink 
fraternal blood, and her pristine forests will re- 
echo the battle-cry of hostile factions. 

But if lam wrong, and we must do battle upon 
theslavery issue, Mr. President, as yourillustrious 
kin [Rev. Robert J. Breckinridge, of Kentucky] 
advised, let us do battle within, within the Union, 
under the Constitution and laws of our common 
country. In such an issue, animated by loyal 
sentiments to our country, the intelligence and 
virtue of a free people aiding in the hour of trial, 
the right, whatever it may be, cannot fail, all the 
threats and prophecies of faint-hearted men to the 
contrary notwithstanding. For, sir, this Union 
is too firmly established in the hearts of the Amer- 
rican people to be severed by fanaticism; our na- 
tional prosperity is too great and too generally 
diffused to be abandoned for the dark and gloomy 
future of an isolated and divided existence. 

The God of nations has showered too many 
blessings upon us, to withhold from us, in such a 
crisis, involving our country’s fate, His saving 
grace. This Union, sir, aill prove as invulner- 
able as steel and adamant, and it will stand like 
arock amid the raging storms, unshaken, un- 
changed, unpolluted by the war of contending cle- 
ments; and so will the Constitution, the embodied 
wisdom of our forefathtrs, the cherished legacy 
of high-minded men, who have not intrusted the 
palladium of their freedom and the talisman of 
theirsuccess toan unworthy , degenerate posterity. 

Mr. BROWN. I gave notice, at the opening 
of the speech of the Senator who has just taken 
his seat, that at its conclusion I should ask a vote 
upon these resolutions. I hope that the Senate 
will take a vote upon them to-day. If it be de- 
sirable to prosecute the discussion on the general 
subject any further, it can be done upon the reso- 
lutions moved by my colleague, commonly called 
the caucus resolutions. 

Mr. LANE. Are they not to be offered as an 
amendment? - * 

Mr. BROWN. Not at all. They are inde- 
pendent resolutions. 


FLORIDA CLAIMS. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
State that the older special was laid aside inform- 
ally, by unanimous consent, to enable the Senator 
from California to address the Senate; and it is 
now before the Senate unless a motion be made 
‘0 postpone. 

Mr, BROWN. Then I move to postpone it 
with a view of continuing the consideration of 
these resolutions, so as to get the vote on them. If 
wecannot do that, then [ am willing to take up 
the older special order. 

ser ‘E PRESIDENT. The Senator from 

Ippi moves to ne the bill in re 
‘o the Florida siiiiew tn: coder to ceadune te 
Seameration of the resolutions now before the 


Mr. CLINGMAN. I think we had better go 
on with this Florida matter, if it is to be disposed 
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of. There will be probably some discussion, and 


my friend from Mississippi can hardly get a vote | 


on his resolutions without some debate. Ido not 
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erly amended. The title of the bill is: a bill (S. 
No. 371) for the relief of certain settlers in the 
State of Iowa. It relates to the Fort Atkinson 


care to embark in the debate on them; but I hope || reservation. I ask that it may be reconsidered.: 


Senators will decide whether we are to continue 
this subject, or to go on with the Florida claims 
bill. I will do whatever is most agreeable to the 
Senator from Georgia and the Senator from Dela- 
ware, who feel an interest in that bill. “If they 
want it to go over, I will go for its postponement. 

Mr. BROWN. The Senator from North Car- 
olina probably did not hear what I said. If any 


1} 
i] 
i} 


Mr. BIGLER. I believe I had the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Firzpart- 
nick in the chair.) The Senator from Pennsyl- 


| vania is entitled tothe floor. Does he yield to the 


one desires to discuss the general question, itcan |; 


be done on the resolutions moved by my colleague 
at any time. 


resolutions being before the Senate, Lam desirous 
of having a vote upon them, and therefore [ hope 


I have no doubt the Senate will in- || 
|| dulge any Senator in taking them up; but these 


Senator from Arkansas? 
Mr. BIGLER. I thought he wished only to 


make a report. 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. There will be 
no debate on this matter. 
Mr. BIGLER. Then I yield to the Senator. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 


| is on the motion of the Senator from Arkansas 


to reconsider the vote passing the bill (S. No. 371) 


| for the relief of certain settlers in the State of 


the special order will be postponed, and theSen- | 


ate brought to a vote upon these resolutions. 


Mr. 1VERSON. 


day; and I rise for one Peps of moving to post- 
pone it until Wednesday—the day after to-mor- 


row—and to make it a special order for that day. | 


I do it for this reason: it is now half past two 
o’clock, and the Senator from Delaware, [Mr. 


Bayarp,| who desires to address the Senate, and | 


I think has the floor on the Florida claims, would 
probably occupy two or three hours, and run the 
session too far into the evening, and I think he 
would be hardly willing to go on to-day. It does 
not seem to be understood that he was to go on 
to-day ‘To-morrow we cannot take up the Flor- 
ida claims, because it is appropriated to the home- 
stead bill, as I understand. It may be that the 


“ i i i e - y re | ‘ : 
homestead bill will be finished to-morrow, and we and the east half of section eighteen, and section thirty- 
| 


may go on then with the Floridaclaims on Wed- 
nesday, and give the Senator from Delaware an 
opportunity to deliver his remarks. He isa dele- 
gate to the Charleston convention, and will prob- 
ably desire to leave here—at least I so understood 
If so, it will be 
necessary for us to take up the Florida claims bill 
on Wednesday, and give him an opportunity of 
speaking, if he desires to do it, before the Charles- 
ton convention. If, however, he desires to post- 


pone it, I believe it is understood among the || 
friends of the bill generally that we are willing. | 
If the Senate shall adjourn over, in accordance | 
the Senator from | 


with the resolution offered by 
New Hampshire, for a month, of course the Flor- 
ida claims bil] cannot be considered before the ad- 
journment; because there would be but one day, 
probably, devoted to it, and that would be Wed- 
nesday, and the Senator from Delaware would 
searcely be able to get through with his speech on 
that day: 

Mr. BAYARD. Does the honorable Senator 
propose to take that bill up now? 

Mr. IVERSON. No, sir; I am proposing to 
postpone it until Wednesday. 

Mr. BAYARD. I thought it was understood 
between the Senator from Georgia and myself, 
when I yiclded the floor this morning to the 


honorable Senator from California, that this bill | 


would be taken up to-morrow. I so understood 
it. Wednesday, however, would suit me perfectly 


well. 

Mr. IVERSON. I move, then, that the bill in 
relation to the Florida claims be postponed to, 
and made the special order of the day for Wed- 
nesday next, at one o’clock. 

The motion was agreed to. 


FORT ATKINSON RESERVATION. 


Mr. BIGLER. I believe there is no business 
before the Senate. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I moved a re- 
consideration, a few days since, of a bill for the re- 
lief of certain settlers in the State of lowa that had 
passed the Senate and gone to the House of Rep- 
resentatives. Upon the return of the bill to this 
body, I find that there is an omission, and it is 
therefore necessary, though not upon the original 

round upon which I moved it, that the bill shoyld 
& still reconsidered, in order that it may be prop- 


\ In relation to the Florida | 
claims, that question can hardly be discussed to- | 


|| motion out of courtes 


i be taken up and disposed of now. 





Iowa. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. Now I offer an 
amendment, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Before the 


amendment can be received, it will be necessary 


| to reconsider the vote ordering the bill to be en- 
| grossed and read a third time. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. 
motion. 
The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. 


I make that 


I now move, 


| in section one and line four, after the word ‘ eigh- 


teen,’’ to insert: ‘‘ and section thirty-three, sec- 


| tion thirty-four, the southwest quarter of section 


twenty-seven, and the southeast quarter of sec- 
tion twenty-eight;’’ so that the bill will read: 
That the east half of section eight, sectign seventeen, 


three, section thirty-four, the southwest quarter of section 
twenty-seven, and the southeast quarter of section twenty 
eight, in township ninety-six north, of range nine west, in 
the State of Iowa, formerly reserved for Fort Atkinson and 
an Indian agency, and sinee released and abandoned, as 


| being no longer needed for public uses, shall be, and the 


same are hereby declared to be, subject to the ordinary dis- 


| position of the public lands, in the same manner and on 
| the same conditions as are provided by law, &c. 


' 
} 

} The amendment was agreed to. 
| 


The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, was read the third time, and passed. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. BIGLER. I now move that the Senate 
resume the consideration of Senate bill No. 10. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. I entered a motion the other 


} 


| day to reconsider a joint resolution of the House 


| of Representatives in reference to the Chicago har- 
| bor and light-house. I ask the Senator from Penn- 
| sylvania to allow it to be disposed of. I made the 
to the Senator from Ala- 
bama, as I felt bound to do under the cireum- 
| stances, to enable him to state his objections to 
| the joint resolution, and then let the vote be taken. 


| I have been waiting for some time to get an op- 


| portunity to have it considered, and I hope it will 


Mr. BIGLER. I should be very happy to ac- 
commodate my friend, the Senator from Illinois; 
but Lam satisfied that the resolution which he 
desires to take up will occupy the remainder of 
the day, and I am anxious to get this public bill 
under way before I Jeave the city. 

Mr. CLAY. I will say to the Senator that I 
do not mean to argue the question, only to state 
the facts, in order that the Senate may understand 
the nature of the resolution, which I do not think 
was understood when it passed the other day 
sub silentio. 

Mr. BIGLER. If the resolution is to come up, 
of course it is to come up for final action. I am 
perfectl confident it will lead to general debate 
The bill which Iam anxious to take up is of great 

ublic importance, and can be disposed ofina much 
ess time than that joint resolution. I must appeal 
to the Senator from Illinois to allow us to take up 
this bill. ee 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I cannot imagine that it will 
lead to much debate; because the question 1s on a 


motion to reconsider; and the Senator from Ala- 
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bama proposes simply to state the grounds en 
which he thinks it ought to be reconsidered. 1 
sholl then have only a word or two to say in an- 
swer, and a test vote can be taken. 

Mr. BIGLER. It is now three o’clock, and it 
will take probably an hour to dispose of this bill 
of mine. lL would yield most cheerfully, if I did 








not feel that the Senator’s proposition was one | 


which was likely to lead to a general discussion | 


and occupy time; and I hardly see why he should 
ask me to yield to a proposition of this kind. It 
is a bill in reference to appropriations, I under- 
stand, for the harbor of Chicago—one of the most 
mooted points. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I will state to the Senator 
that the joint resolution simply authorizes the ex- 
peace of an unexpended balance of a light- 


jouse appropriation, for the Chicago pier. I | 
entered a motion to reconsider it out of courtesy | 


to the Senator from Alabama; I felt bound, un- 


der the circumstances, to do so, to enable him to | 


state his objections. The delay is placing me in 
a false position. Lam standing as apparently 
postponing the measure, when I only made the 
motion out of couttesy, and of course shall vote 
against it. ‘The Senator from Alabama and my- 
sclf have been trying to get it up, but we cannot 
doso withoutantagonizing with some gentleman’s 
speech. I must leave it to the Senate. 

Mr. BIGLER. Of course I shall be satisfied 


with the judgment of the Senate, as I have en- | 


deavored frequently to get this measure before 
the Senate. It is a bill which interests a class 
of benefactors to the country. For five years they 
have come here simply begging for these facilities, 
for which they are willing to pay, and they have 
never received consideration. ‘This bill is indis- 
pensable to the efficient operations of the Patent 
Office, and it concerns a class of people who come 
here for no favor, but simply that you will give 
them such facilities and instrumentalities in that 


department as they are willing to pay for, and || 


as are indispensable to answer the ends for which 
it was created. 

Mr. BROWN. 
der of business? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion 
is, that the Senate proceed to the consideration of 
Senate bill No. 10. 

Mr. BROWN. What has become of the reso- 
lutions? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair un- 
derstood them to be passed by informally with 
the consent of the Senator from Mississippi. 

Mr. BROWN. Notatall. Ihave been pro- 
testing against it all the time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Then the res- 
olutions are before the Senate, and in order. 

Mr. BROWN. I have nothing to say about 
them, only that | desire to keep them before the 
Senate in order to take a vote. , 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair un- 
derstood the Senator to consent to passing them 
over informally, in order to allow the Senator from 
Pennsylvania to take up his bill. 


Mr. BIGLER. I understood so; but if there 


Mr. President, what is the or- 


is any difficulty about it, | move to postpone the | 


further consideration of the resolutions for the 
present, 

Mr. HALE. 
resolutions; but I want to state the reasons why 
they should not be postponed. 
importance to the country—and I have no doubt 
the mover of the resolutions thinks so—that we 
should have a vote on them before our Charleston 
convention meets. [Laughter.] We might just 
as well look the thing right in the face, and let 
gentlemen show their hands, Let us act now; 


our friends are in the city waiting for what light | 


we can give them; and I do hope the Senate will 
be kind enough to show their hand on these res- 
olutions before the convention sits, and that is 


the reason why I do not think they ought to be | 


postponed; that is all. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is moved 
and seconded to postpone the consideration of all 
‘previous orders, for the purpose of proceeding to 
the consideration of Senate bin No. 10. 

Mr. BIGLER. I call for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. HALE. I want to know if that is a com- 

nd question. I desire it to be put singly. I 
2°3 whether you can make your atten te aioe 
pone these resolutions and take up something 


j 


| 
| 
| 
| 


I think it is of | 


|| thinks it is. 





| else in one motion, or whether it does not require 
| a separate motion after we postpone these resolu- 
| tions? 
| Mr. CLAY. Itis avery common motion; it 
is entertained every day. 

Mr. BIGLER. There isa right to postpone 
all previous orders. . 


i oa : 

|| cause it will never be examine 
mains here untouched. 

| bill; and I will run over the several ge 





\| 
| idly as I can. There are doubtless mor 
| than one in this bill which may be matt 
| ference of opinion. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. A 





The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion || 


of proceeding to the cor-ideration of the bill indi- 
cated. 

Mr. CLAY.. I suppose the Senator might 
have the motion divided, if he thought proper. 

Mr. HALE. [ask for a division. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
| regards it as divisible, and the Chair will put the 


|| question on the first branch—on the postpone- 


ment. 

Mr. HUNTER. Does the Chair decide that 
it is divisible ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
Does the Senator call for the yeas 
and nays on that? 


| Mr. BIGLER, I called for them. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary 
willcall the roll. 

The question, being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 27, nays 25; as ae 

YEAS—Messrs. Benjamin, Bigler, Bragg, Chesnut, Clay, 
Clingman, Davis, Fitch, Fitzpatrick, Gwin, Hemphill, 
Hunter, Iverson, Johnson of Arkansas, Johnson of Ten- 
nessee, Kennedy, Lane, Latham, Mason, Nicholson, Polk, 
ae Sebastian, Slidell, Thomson, Toombs, and Wig- 
fall—z/. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Bingham, Brown, Chandler, 
Clark, Collamer, Dixon, Doolittle, Douglas, Durkee, Fes- 
senden, Foot, Foster, Grimes, Hale, Hamlin, Harlan, Sew- 
ard, Simmons, Sumner, Ten Eyck, Trumbull, Wade, Wil- 
kinson, and Wilson—25. 
| So Mr. Brown’s resolutions were postponed. 
| ‘The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
now recurs on the second branch of the proposi- 
|| tion—to proceed to the consideration of bill No. 10. 


Mr. HALE. I want to make one or two sug- 
gestions to the Senate which are practical. I do 


is, to postpone all previcus orders for the purpose | 





|| not wish that bill taken up at the present time. I | 
|| shall not say anything in relation to the merits of | 
{ 


| the bill, except simply to say that the bill makes 
very important changes in a very important law. 
| I have heard from the Senator from Pennsylva- 
| nia who reports it, that it is in accordance with 
the views of the administration of that depart- 


| sir, | am very far from being satisfied that it does 
accord with the wiskes and feelings of the invent- 
ors, those who furnish the money and who do 
|the business. I have known some attempts of 
this sort for a number of years past, and I have 


and the passage of a similar bill. I simply desire 
time to consult one or two of these inventors, who, 
| 1 know, are in the city, to be sure that it meets 
| their concurrence. 

While I am up I will state that, since this bill 
has been alluded to this morning I have been 
called upon by one of those very gentlemen, in- 
|| terested in procuring patents, who assures me that 
one feature of the bill is of the highest import- 
ance and exceedingly detrimental to their inter- 
ests, and opposed to their views; and that is that 


sioner to the judiciary. But I will not discuss 
the merits of the bill. Thatis one of the changes. 

Mr. BIGLER. Really the Senator can discuss 
| this bill very much better when itis up. Let us 
| take up the bill, and discuss it. 

Mr.HALE. lam not going to discuss it; but 
am simply assigning a few reasons why it should 
| not be taken up at this time. I saya bill contain- 
ing such important provisions as this should not 
be taken up at three o’clock in the evening, and 
with a thin Senate; and I want time simply to con- 
sult these inventors, and know if it meets their 
views; and if itdoes, I am sure I shall not oppose 
it. Ido not personally care anything about the 
bill one way or another; but I know I have stood, 
in times past, between the inventors and the ad- 
ministration of the Interior Department, which 
sent bills here prepared to meet their views, that 
were oppressive to the inventors. I hope the bill 
will not be taken up by the Senate at this time. 

Mr. BIGLER. Every reason which the Sen- 
ator has given is rather a reason in favor of taki 
up the bill. Iask him how the bill will ever be 
understood by the Senate, unless it be taken up, 
and discussed, and considered, and looked at; be- 





ment, to wit: the Commissioner of Patents; but,” 


| on-some occasions stood between the inventors: 


|| which takes away an appeal from the Commis- | 
I am not going to discuss the | 





the bill, and look at it in its various 





pril 16, 


_ 


d so long QS it rp. 
ropose to take up th 
Ctlons 5 
M aS rap. 
C featur, 3 
ers of dir 
That feature to which dif. 
Senator has referred, is one about which the th 
some difference of opinion; but, sir, let ys — 
fe , . 
decide upon it. I can see no reason one 
all that the Senator has said against ceaeie in 
the bill at this time. - ering 
The motion to take up the bill was pened 
there being, on a division—ayes 21, novs 6 to: 


HOUMAS LAND GRANT. 


Mr. BENJAMIN. Before the bill 
ered, I desire to trouble the Senate for 
on a question personal to myself. I have Waited 
before saying anything until I should see the ho, 
orable Senator from Georgia | Mr. Toomss} beck 
amongst us. The Senate is aware that some time 
ago a special committee was raised for the pir. 
pose of taking into consideration a petition {o; 
the repeal of certain legislation which I had joc. 
ommended in a report to the Senate some ty» 
years ago,and which passed on my recommend). 
tion. That committee has reported, recommend- 
ing the repeal of that legislation. With that re 
for the present, I have nothing to do. 


behalf of the committee, and explain the 


18 consid. 
& Moment 


port, 
] retain 


| my own well-considered opinion that the legisiq. 


tion which it is poe to repeal, was wise 
just, and proper legislation, and that the repeal 
would be unwise and mischievous. The reasons 
for that I shall give at some future time. I should 
not trouble the Senate on this subject, but friends 
at home have sent me a series of newspaper re- 
ports from which it appears that somebody, for 
some cause which I am unable to divine, has 
taken the trouble, with great pains, to.write w 
nearly every paper in the State which is in th 
Opposition, a statement, that in commenting upon 
the legislation previously had before the Senate, 
and in recommending its repeal, my personal 
character was involved in some way. Now, sir, 
it is a matter which I should look upon with en- 
tire contempt were it not that the honor of my 
State is involved in it somewhat; and it professes 
to depend on the action of a commitice of the 
Senate. I have, therefore, waited for the return of 
the chairman of that committee, in order to put the 
question to him that it may be understood ex- 
plicitly in the Senate and in my State, whether, 
in the investigation touching this legislation be- 
fore the committee—what that investigation was, 
I know not—there was anything in the slightest 
degree impugning the purity of my motives, the 
rectitude of my conduct, or the integrity of my 
character as a man or as a legislator? 

Mr. TOOMBS. Mr. President, it gives me 
reat pleasure to respond to the inquiry of the 
Scoeneales Senator from Louisiana. The question 
submitted to the committee was solely upon the 
propriety of repealing the legislation which was 
adopted by a previous Congress. That question 
alone was submitted to us. That question alone 
was considered. We neither heard evidence, nor 
was there any fact in any way brought to the al- 
tention of the committee, in the slightest degree 
affecting the character, or integrity, or motives 0! 
the gentleman. We differed from.the committee 
of which he was a member two years ago, the 
Committee on Private Land Claims, as to the pro- 
priety of that legislation, and that was the sole 
question considered and decided; and there was 
nothing in the slightest degree affecting the gen- 
tleman or his colleague submitted to or considered 

in any way by the select committee. 
Mr.SLIDELL. Mr. President, I could ask no 
more explicit explanation than has been given by 
the Senator from Georgia. It is a complete refu- 
tation of numerous calumnies that have been circt- 
lated throughout the country against my colleague 
and myself. I shall notat present make any com- 
ment og the source from which I presume these 
charges have emanated, or what ome them, 
but I'am extremely anxious that this whole matter 
should be taken up and discussed, and maturely 
considered by the Senate; and for that purpose, | 
move that the bill reported by the select committee 
be taken up now informally, for the purpose of 
fixing it for discussion at some future and 0° 
distant day. I take it for granted that no serious 
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business can be entertained by the Senate after 
Thursday next, and I will Saree Perret if 
it be agreeable to the Senator from 

fix a day for it. Sura 

Mr. TOOMBS. I hope it will be taken up at 
an early day, as the action referred to was sus- 

nded for this Congress. 

Pur. SLIDELL. I will name, then, the first 
Monday in May, or if there can be an earlier day 
in May, it will be gratifying tome. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I hope the Senate will concur 
in it. I second the motion. : 

Mr. SLIDELL. I move that the bill be made 
the special order for the first Monday in May, 
and | trust to the indulgence &hd courtesy of 
Senators to dispose of the question. | 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is moved to 
take up the bill (S. No. 307) to repeal the second 
section and other portions of an act passed the 
9d day of June, 1858, entitled “* An act to provide 
for the location of certain confirmed private land 
claims in the State of Missouri, and for other pur- 
poses; and also to provide for the final settlement 
of certain private land claims in the State of Louis- 
The motion was agreed to; and the bill was 
made the special order for the first Monday in 
May, at one o’clock. 


HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. ~« 


The following bills from the House of Repre- 
sentatives were severally read twice by ‘heir titles, 
and referred as indicated below: 

A bill (No. 640) for the relief of Wendell Trout 
—io the Committee on Pensions. 

A bill (No. 627) for the relief of the widow 
and other heirs of William Higgins, deceased— 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

A bill (No. 656) to grant a pension to Mary I. 
Harris, widow of Colonel Thomas L. Harris, de- 
ceased—to the Committee on Pensions. 

A bill (No. 637) to settle the titles to certain 
lands set apart for the use of certain half-breed 
Kansas Indians, in Kansas Territory—to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs. 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Forney, its Clerk, announced that the 
Speaker of the House had signed an enrolled bill 
(S. No. 42) for the relief of the heirs and legal 
representatives of Mark Elisha; and also the en- 
rolled bill (H. R. No. 213) to incorporate the 
United States Agricultural Society; and they were 
signed by the Vice President. 


PRINTING OF DOCUMENTS. 


The message further announced that the House 
had ordered, on the 13th instant, at twelve o’clock 
and thirty-eight minutes, the printing of a letter 
from the Secretary of War, transmitting, in com- 
pliance with a resolution of the House, a state- 
mentof the number of officers, privates, &c., who 
served for a period of six eiitha and upwards in 
the war of 1812. 

The message further announced that the House 
had ordered, this day, the printing of the follow- 
ing documents: 

Message of the President of the United States, 

transmitting, in compliance with a resolution of 
the House, information concerning Indian hostil- 
iues in the Terrjtory of New Mexico—orderedat 
twelve o’clock and thirty-eight minutes. 
_ Letter of the Secretary of the Navy, transmit- 
tng an abstract of offer for furnishing naval sup- 
plies coming under the cognizance of the bureau 
of yards and docks—ordcred at twelve o’clock 
and thirty-nine minute’. 


PATENT LAWS. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill (S. 

°. 10) in addition to **An act to premote the 
progress of the useful arts,’’ is before the Senate as 
in Committee of the Whole, the pending question 

ing on the amendment repo by the Commit- 
tee on Patents as a substitute for the bill. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I propose to amend the sub- 
Sutute, by adding after the word ‘*countries,”’ in 
line four,-section ten, the words—— 

Mr. HALE. I wish that the bill may be read 

rough, and amended section by section. I may 

“ve an amendment to offer to the first section. 

I = HAMLIN, It has been read through, and 


pe x being read again, unless the Senate 
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Mr. BIGLER. The Senator can prepare his 


| amendment whilst I go over the several sections 
eorgia, to | of the bill, as I intend to do. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The reading of | 


the bill is called for. 
Mr. HUNTER. I think it had better be read. 


It is said to be a very important bill. I do not 
remember having heard it read. 


Mr. BIGLER. It has been read at length. I 


| propose to go over the several sections and ex- 


plain them. 


Mr.HUNTER. Very well; that is sufficient, | 
| if the Senator will explain it. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The first ques- 


| tion is on the amendment offered by the Senator | 


from Maine. 
Mr. HALE. 


it is not the orderly way of doing business to take 


| up a bill, section by section, and read it through | 
I think that is the 


and amend it as we go along? 


| ee way. 


Mr. BIGLER. The whole bill is before the 
Senate, and the Senator can move to amend any 
part of it. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen- | 


ator from New Hampshire insist on his call for 
the reading? 
Mr. HALE. 
lar order of business. The regular order, | un- 
derstand, is to read the bill section by section, 
and move amendments to each section in order. 


| 
i 


Task, asa question of order, if | 


No, sir; but I insist on the regu- 


If that is the orderly way of doing business, it | 


ought to be pursued. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair is 
informed by the Secretary that that has been done 
before. 

Mr. HALE. The Secretary is mistaken. The 
bili has not been read through, section by section, 
for amendment. 

Mr. BIGLER. The entire bill was read, every 
section of it, and the Senator was here at the time, 
I think. 


Mr. HALE. I was. 
Mr. BIGLER. The Senator can move to 


amend any section, or he can move to strike any 
section from the bill. 
of the Senate. 
from Maine has not been read. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will | 


state to the Senate that the call of the Senator 
from New Hampshire is in order, if insisted on. 
Mr. HALE. I do insist upon it. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. ‘The bill will 


It is all at the disposition 
The amendment of the Senator | 


be taken up and read by sections, unless the | 


Senate otherwise order. 

Mr. BIGLER. Very well; let the first section 
of the bill be read, then. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary 
will read the first section. 

The Secretary read the first section of the pro- 
posed substitute, as follows: 


That the Commissioner of Patents may establish rules for 
taking affidavits and depositions required in cases pending 
in the Patent Office, and such affidgwits and depositions may 
be taken before any justice of the peace, or other offieer 
authorized by law to take depositions to be used in the 
courts of the United States, or in the State courts of any 
State where such officer shall reside; and in any contested 
case pending in the Patent Office it shall be lawiul for the 
clerk of any court of the United States for any district or 
Territory, and he is hereby required, upon the application 
of any party to such contested case, or the agent or attorney 
of such party, to issue subpenas for any witnesses residing 
or being within the said district or ‘Territory, commanding 
such witnesses to appear and testity before any justice of 
the peace, or other officcr as aforesaid, residing within the 
said district or ‘l'erritory, at any time and place in the sub 


pena to be stated; and if any witness, after having been | 


duly served with such subpena, shall reiuse or neglect to 
appear, or, after appearing, sbull refuse to testify, (not being 
privileged from giving testimony,) such refusal or neglect 
being proved to the satisfaction of any judge of the court 
whose clerk shall have issued such subpena, said judge 
may thereupon proceed to enforce obedience to the process, 
or to punish the disobedience in like manner as any court 
of the United States may do in case of disobedience to pro- 
cess of ad testi m issued by such court; and 
witnesses in such cases shall be allowed the same compen- 
sation as isallowed to witnesses attending the courts of the 
United States: Provided, That no witnesses shall be re- 
quired: to attend at any place more than forty miles from 
the place where the subpena shail be served upon him to 
give a deposition under this law: Provided, also, That no 
witness shall be deemed guilty of contempt for refusing to 
disclose any secret invention made or owued by him: nd 
provided, further, That. no witness shail be deemed guilty 
of contempt for disobeying any subpena directed to hin by 
virtue of this act, unless his fees tor going to, returning 
from, and one day’s attendance at, the place of examination, 
shall be paid or tendered to him at the time of the service 
of the subpena. 


Mr, BIGLER. The reason for this section 
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must be very obvious, and the necessity for it is 
so conclusive, that I am satisfied it will receive the 
vote of the Senator from New Hampshire. It is 
a singular fact that, in the organization of this in- 
sutulion, no authority was conferred upon any tri- 
bunal to subpena witnesses. Litigation of a very 
important character, everybody knows, grows 
out of the affairs connecte 
the duty of the Commissioner of Patents, for in- 
stance, to declare interferences between applica- 
tions for patents in original cases. 
to declare an interference between an application 
and a patent already in existence. These cases 
lead to litigation. Now, there is no authority for 
subpenaing witnesses or taking affidavits. 
practical operation has been this: the case arises; 
_ the parties are notified; aday is fixed for hearing 
|| the case; the parties endeavor to get their test- 
mony; you cannot say they subpena their wit- 


with this office. It is 


It is his duty 


The 


nesses, for they have no authority to do so; they 


give them notice, and endeavor, as best they can, 


to secure the attendance of the witnesses; but per- 


haps on the day fixed, when everything is ar- 
ranged for the h 

nesses turns his back on the whole affair, refuses 
to come, and there is no means of requiring his 


iearing, some .one of these wit- 


| attendance, and the result is that the case must be 


| postponed. 


All this has embarrassed the opera- 


/ tons of the department seriously, and at the 





opinion. 


| Same time throws unnecessary expense on the 
litigants. The Commissioner states that there are 
instances in which they are obliged to virtually 


bribe witnesses—pay them exorbitant rates to get 


them to come forward and testify. The whole 
| object of this first section is simply to authorize 
| the proper tribunals to issue subpenas to compel 
‘| the attendance of witnesses, and punish false 
, Swearing. I will read a paragraph on this point 

from the report of the Commissioner in 1857—a 


report made by the present Postmaster General, 
who, we all know, devoted himself very closely 
to this subject: 

“* While the statutes organizing and regulating the action 
of this office constitute, perhaps, the best system of patent 
laws ever devised, still, the experience of the last twenty 
years has disclosed various imperfections in their provis- 
ious; the more prominent of which, with the remedies 
proposed, I deem it proper, at this time, briefly to urge upon 
the attention of Congress. 

** In applications for the extension of patents, and in in- 
terference cases, a wide range of inquiry into matters of 
fact is often essential to the ends of justice. The existing 
laws furnish no means for compelling the attendance of 
Witnesses, nor for obliging them to testify upon such issues, 


The interests bound up with these investigations are fre- 
quently of the greatest magnitude ; and,as a consequenee, 


refractory or mereenary men, availing themselves of this 


| omission in the law, have retused to appear or give their 


depositions, except upon the paymentof the most exorbi- 
tant sums by parties claiming the testimony. Cases of this 


character, while working the most eruel hardship to indi-* 


viduals, have tended to bring the Administration of the 
Government into discredit, if not into contempt. No rea- 
son is perceived why the process of subpena, freely allowed 
to all litigating their interests in the courts of the country 
shall be withheld from the parties to these important and 
complicated ceutroversies.” 

There is the whole story of this case. It shows 
the necessity for the first section, and I hope that 
is satisfactory to my friend from New Hampshire. 
It is right to say, that as to the particular feature 
of the bill, | have never heard any diversity of 
It is desired in the Department by the 
most experienced men. It is desired by invent- 
ors, and, I think, by all their agents. 

Mr. SUMNER. I think there is no objection 
to that section. 

Mr. BIGLER. So much asto the first section. 
I understand the Senator from New Hampshire 
to insist that we shall proceed section by section. 
Is it the intention to require a vote on this section, 
or a vote on the whole bill? * 

Mr. HALE. I have not asked such a thing as 
a vote on each section. I have only asked that the 
ordinary course be pursued. It has not been the 
practice to vote section by section, but to consider 
the bill so. I do not ask anything unusual. 

Mr. BIGLER. Then, I suppose the second sec- 
tion section willbe read. ~ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foster 
in the chair.) The second section will now be 
read, unless some Senator wishes to remark fur- 
ther on the first section. 

The Secretary read the second section of the 


substitute, as follows: 


Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That, for the purpose 
of securing greater uniformity of action in the grant and re- 
fasal of letters patent, there shal) be appointed, in the same 


manner as now provided by law for the appointinent of ex- 
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aminers, a board of three examiners-in-chief, at an annual | 
salary of three thousand dollars each, to be composed of 
persons of competent legal knowledge and scientific ability, 
whose duty it shall be, on the written petition of the appli- 
cant for that purpose being filed, to revise and determine 
upon the validity of decisions made by examiners when 
adverse to the grant of letters patent ; and also to revise and 
determine in like manner upon the validity of the decisions | 
of examiners in interference cases, and when required by 
the Commissioner in application for the extension of pat- 
ents, and to a such other duties as may be assigned 
to them by the Commissioner ; that, from the decisions of 
this board, appeals may be taken to the Commissioner of 
Patents in person, upon payment of the fee hereinafter pre- | 
scribed ; that the said examiners-in-chief shall be governed | 
in thelraction by the rules to be prescribed by the Commis- | 
sioner of Patents. No appeal shall hereafter be allowed 
fiom the decision of the Commissioner of Patents, except 
in cases pending prior to the passage of this act. | 


Mr. BIGLER. The second section is made | 


necessary by the rapid increase of business in the || want the question of order settled. 


office, It was organized, I think, in 1836. Upto 
1847 the business was of a very limited amount, 
and I can find no record; but in 1847 the applica- 
tions were over seven hundred. Since then, they 
have been increasing with wonderful rapidity, and 
for the last year exceeded five thousand, and are 
estimated forthe present year at six thousand two 
hundred. In consequence of the multiplicity of 
business, owing to the fact that after cases are 
examined many appeals are taken from the pri- 
mary examiners, there is a necessity for this re- 
organization. The Commissioner is utterly unable 
to hear the appeals which are carried before him 
under the organization as it now stands, and he 
has been forced to select three of the principal ex- 
aminers, and detail them to hear appeals from the 


primary examiners—a duty which the original law || 


imposed upon the Commisstoner, and which he 
was able to perform so long as the business was 
very jimited ; but now it is utterly out of the 
question. 


opinion, I think, amongst the Commissioners, or 
at least the four who have last filled the placc. | 
Judge Mason, Mr. Holt, and Mr. Bishop, all con- 
cur, as does the present incumbent, that itis utterly | 
impossible for any one man to hear the appeals 
from the primary exantination. This section con- 
stitutes a Doard of principal examiners, who are to 


hear the appeals from the primary examiners. It || 


allows an aoe from this board to the Commis- 
sioner; but there is no appeal provided for in this 
bill from the Commissioner to the courts; and in 
that particular the organization is changed. Here- 
tofore appeals were taken from the examiners to 
the Commissioner, and from the Commissioner 
to one of the judges of the circuit court of this | 
District. This bill proposes to constitute a board 
of principal examiners, and from that board to 
allow an appeal to the Commissioner, and no 
appeal from the Commissioner to the courts. 
ow, sir, it is hardly possible for any one who 
has not been connected with the details of this of- 
fice to determine clearly and satisfactorily to him- 
self whether these features arc all wise or not; but 
I take it, the experience of men in a department | 
like this, disconnected entirely from the excite- 
ments of the day, should be almost conclusive. 
They testify to the necessity of this measure. | 
They insist upon its adoption. I believe it has | 
been recommended here for five or six year§; | 
thaps the one feature to which the Senator | 
rom Kew Hampshire referred has not been. I | 
know there is some difference of opinion in re- | 
gard to that particular feature. The reason why 
they asked this change in the depattment is the 
danger to the archives of the department and the 
inconvenience ofcarrying its documentsintocourt, | 
Then, again, the same principles which must ne- | 
cessarily coftrol the court, control the Commis- | 
sionerand control this board of examiners. They | 
must be legal men, and they must be men edu- 
cated in the exact sciences. As to that particular | 
feature—an appeal from the Commissioner to a 
court—I will say to the Senator from New Hamp- 


seems to me that that makes the system too ex- 
ive under the proposed reorganization. 

Mr. HALE. I move to strike out the second | 
section, and I submit to the Senate my reasons for | 
it. This is a very important change. It cuts off 
the whole body of inventors in this country from | 


} 
shire that I care very little about it, except it | 
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by conflicting claimants before the judiciary after 


a patent is granted; but as to all those questions 
that relate to the granting of patents, to the grant- 


| ing of renewals or extensions—which, as every- 
body that knows anything about the Patent Office || 
knows, sometimes involve property to the amount || 


of millions, and involve the greatest possible in- 
terests that can be involved in any litigation before 
any tribunal—you propose to cut them off from 
the judiciary entirely, and to submit them to the 
arbitrary determination of one man, who, the Stn- 
ator from Pennsylvania says, cannot possibly ex- 
amine them; and to remedy: 

Mr. BIGLER. It is unnecessary for the Sen- 
ator from New Hampshire to entirely misrepre- 





_ sent what he certainly understood very clearly. 


Mr. HALE. I call the Senator to order; and I 

Mr. BIGLER. Well, sir, let us have the ques- 
tion of order-—— 

Mr. HALE. He says I entirely misrepresent 
what I clearly understand. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foster.) 
I asked the Senator if he yielded to the Senator 


| from Pennsylvania? I have not yet given the floor 


to the Senator from Pennsylvania. 
Mr. HALE. That is not the question I make. 


The question I make is, whether it is competent | 


for a Senator te rise up here and accuse me of en- 
tirely misrepresenting what I clearly understand ? 
Mr. BIGLER. I did not intend to say that 


the Senator clearly understood it. I would have 


_ shown him in a moment, if he had permitted me, || for the Senator to say he had no interest in this 





exactly where he misunderstood me. I said 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen- 
ator from New Hampshire give way to the Sen- 


| atar from Pennsylvania? 


Mr. HALE. I want the question of order set- 


|| tled. 
As to this necessity, there is a concurrence of || 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair does 
not think it in order for one Senator to charge an- 
other with misrepresenting what he clearly under- 
stood, 

Mr. HALE. Thatisall. 
Senator. 

Mr. BIGLER. Well, then, Mr. President, the 
Senator clearly misrepresented what I stated, if 
he intended to convey the idea that [ said that the 


Now I will hear the 


| Commissioner, under this new law, would not be 


able to hear the cases. I was speaking of the law 
as itis. I spoke of the impossibility of the Com- 
missioner hearing all the cases that were neces- 
sarily carried from thé primary examiners. But 
under this bill, he only hears those which are to 
be carried from the board of examiners, which is 


| to perform the duty that the Commissioner now 


performs. The Commissioner will take the place 
of the court. I do not know how many the cases 
would be, or what their relative numbef would 


| be. That is to be determined by experience. But 
| the most experienced men in the department 


think it will be possible, under the new organiza- 


| tion, for the Commissioncr to hear all these cases 
| fully and thoroughl¥. That is what [ intended 
to say. 


But I wanted to remark further, that I care 


| very little about this particular feature of the bill; 
| for, as I said to the Senator from New Hamp- 


shire, it was one about which there was some dif- 
ference of opinion. Itdoes not interfere with the 
right of these parties in court, except as to the 
rticular case before the Patent Office. Every- 
ody knows that you have a right any where in 
the United States to contest a patent, to institute 
proceedings to show that it is not an original in- 
vention, or that it is defective in any other way 
that you please. But, sir, if that is the only ob- 
jection—that it denies an appeal to the courts—the 
Senator ought to move to strike out that clause 
only: that feature which denies an appeal to the 
courts. If he is inclined to persist in staking out 
the whole section, | must read what the Commis- 
sioner, in his report of 1858, says on this partic- 
ular feature. This isthe report of Mr. Holt, who, 
as I before said, devoted himself very closely to 
this department, and has taken special interest 
in it, and who, I take it, understands its practical 
operation very much ‘better than either the Sena- 
tor from New Hampshire or myself. Here is 
what he says as to the necessity for creating this 


any approach to the judicial tribunals of the land.) board of examiners: 


for the ascertainment and settlement of their rights | 
ing for patents. It is true the bill easton, | 


when 
as every bill must, the matter open to be conte 


“Since the month of November, 1857, a board tempora 


rily and consisting of three examiners. specially 
daseibad dor tid duty, howe Soon Covepiall ju Wt exaanae. 


| not be unjustly 
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tion - appeals im the Sesiatons of 
to the Commissioner. uring the past ye; . Ts 
gated and disposed of five hundred and ary fy invent 
most of which they have submitted elaborately pre @s€s, in 
ports. The results of their action have been em A tea 
isfactory, and have commanded, it is believed, the 2 
confidence of the country. The withdrawal of one 
cers from their respective classes has practically = off. 
the examining corps to nine instead of twelye ‘an uced 
ber at which it was fixed in 1856. The applications a 
year amounted to four thousand nine hundred ana ~~ 
those of 1858 amounted to five thousand three huy dred 
sixty-four; so that with a reduced force there is q “deve 
increase of labor to be performed. This is unfortunate a 
to be deplored, in reference alike to the public and th in 
ventor. The former has a deep interest in that thoro ~ 
and faithful examination of applications contemplated 
the patent laws, ig order that rights which belong to all m : 
opolized by one ; the latter has the ~ ay 
interest, lest a patent, bastily and incautiously grant. 
should prove in his hands but a lure to draw him into ee 
assing and impoverishing litigation. The legalization -; 
this board, and the restoration of examiners to the three 
classes now virtually deprived of them, would furnish a1 
once the relief required. ms 
** Since the ediibicienees of this temporary bo 
peals, the classes from which its members were re: 
withdrawn have been in charge of those who have the rank 
and pay of assistant examiners oily. In the new POsition 
however, assigned them, they have had imposed upon them 
the responsibilities of examiners-in-chief, and it is dye to 


the primary examine 


‘ard of ap. 
Spectively 


them to say that they have discharged their duties with zeal 


and fidelity. Inmy judgment, it is but just that they shouig 
be compensated according to the character of the services 
they have rendered.”’ 

That is the discussion of the necessity of this 
board, which the second section proposes to 
create. 

Mr. HALE. I am sure it was not necessar 
matter; because nobody said he had. I certainly 
have none, aside from the inventors and their in- 


| terests; but striking out the last clause would not 


meet what I want. If I understand the extrac; 
from the report, read by the Senator from Penp- 
sylvania, an addition of three examiners to the 
force is all that is asked; and, in my humble judg- 
ment, the Commissioner of Patents will get ina 
much better form the redress that he asks, by our 
simply giving him three additional examiners, and 
letting him, from the whole number of examiners, 
detail those that are most competent and most 
able to discharge these revisory duties, which he 
says he now has to impose upon three of his ex- 
aminers. If you leave it in‘tthat way, leave it to 
the Commissioner who is there to sokeet from the 
whole board of examiners three of the most intel- 
ligent, the most competent, and the best informed 
of the whole, and let him make, as he says he now 
makes, a board of supervision of them; he will 
get all that he asks very much better than he will 
in the manner they are now proposed to be ap- 
pointed. I suppose they are to be appointed by 
the Secretary of the Interior, and this section pro- 
vides for three men, whose sole duty it shall be 
to constitute this revisory board, and nobody else. 
This simply interposes between the examiners 
and the Commissioner three other examiners, and 
in that way you multiply the machinery without 
getting any better.mode, or any more talent, or 
any higher grade, or any more information. [a 
“fact, you will not have so much. 

Now, the Senator says, witha happy innocence 
of the true state of the case, that these examiners 
will be scientific men, legal men, men that are 
well qualified. Does not the Senator know, and 
does not everybody who knows anything about 
the Patent Office know, that it is just as much a 
piece of party machinery as, the Supreme Court 
is, or any other department of the Government: 
Does he not know that the Commissioner of Pat- 
ents is a political officer, and appointed for his po- 
litical standing? . Why, Mr. President, there 3s 
an examiner in the Patent Office now, who has 
been there ten years, and I do not know but more, 
and I suppose he is there now—he was a little 
while ago—whose sole merit that got him there 
and kept him there was a, scurrilous article that 
he wrote about me in the New Hampshire Patriot. 
To pay him for it he has been transferred to the 
Patent Office, and has been there a dozen years. 
That is generally the way these examincrs an 
other officers are appointed. It is idle to shut our 


eyes to the fact. iy 
Now, sir, knowing that this is the way these 
officers are appointed, [ask you if you are willing 


to confine the inventors of the country to such 
tribunal, and cut them off entirely from the cour's 
and from any approach to the en tribunals 
for the tion of the vast rights which are lit- 
igated before this Commissioner in regard to the 
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new of paten 
eranir stents? Why not leave them the same 
*jicial remedy which all other parties have who 
on iitizants, and which they have had from the 





| 
| 


| to them. Ido not profess to be very familiar with 
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ts and to the renewal or exten- | pected to understand these matters as well as per- 






| sons whose whole time and attention are devoted 


| the machinery of the Patent Office; but the Com- 


pecinning of the Government - to the present || missioners recommended, three or four of them 


time? Where is the necessity o 


of taking this rad- || in succession, substantially, a provision similar 
‘eal step at this time, and taking it—so far as I || to this second section. 


I assented to this in the 


understand or know an thing about it—against || committee, and think it would be better to adhere 


the express wishes of the inventors, of the men 
by whose brain and by whose money this estab- 
jishment is built up and continued? Why sub- 


‘oct them to a final action before this tribunal thus | 


sonstituted, and not let them go to the courts as 
they have been allowed to do from the beginning? 
Go far as I have any information about it, that 1s 
the feeling of the inventors. They desire that 
they may, in the last resort, have an appeal to the 
courts, as they have had ever since the Patent 
Office was started; and that this rash and radical 
innovation shall not be forced upon them against 
their interests and against their wishes, and with- 
out any great evil being suggested by anybody 
from the present operation of the case. 

This was one of the reasons why | did not want 
this bill brought up thisafternoon. If Ican have 
an opportunity of consulting with two or three of 
the inventors that I know are in this city, and their 
representatives, I shall be content. I have no dis- 
position to stand here and make this opposition; 
but as it is, I think ghis is a blow aimed at them 
which will be deleterious to their interests, con- 
trary to their wishes, and subversive of their 
rights. I hope the section will be struck out. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The object of this section 
js to facilitate and improve the manner of obtain- 
ing patents, It is intended for the benefit of in- 
yentors, and I am not aware that it is objected to 
bythem. This bill has been under consideration 
along time by the Committee on Patents. It is 
proposed now to cut off the appeal from the Com- 
missioner to the judges of the circuit court of the 
District of Columbia. This appeal has not ex- 
isted, I think, as the Senator from New Hampshire 
supposes, from the beginning of the Government. 
There used to be a board, composed of the Secre- 
tary of State and some other officers, that had a 
revisory power over the Commissioner. 

Mr. HALE. The chief justice was one of 


them. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. And now it is proposed 
to create an inferior tribunal. big! se in the 
first place the primary examiners. ey decide 
on the application for a patent; and the application 
may be renewed before them—two trials. Then 
there is an appeal from these primary examiners 
to the examiners-in-chief, three of them to be ap- 
pointed for the purpose, and they answer to the 
present Commissioner. They will relieve the Com- 
missioner of a great portion of the duties which 
have been devolved upon him by the present ar- 
rangement. Ifthe applicant is not satisfied with 
the decision of-the three examiners, he then ap- 
peals to the Commissioner, and that is final so far 
as the obtaining a patent is concerned; but the 
parties may litigate about their rights just as they 
do now in the courts. This bill will not prevent 
that, and does not interfere with any question 
which may arise between parties claiming to be 
the first ifiventors, or any question of that kind. 
It merely applies to the issuing of the patent by 
the office. 

_ Now, the very objection which inventors make 
1s that there is too much machinery. Their pat- 
ents are rendered worthless because of the litiga- 
tion they are subjected to in regard to them; and 
in every application for an extension of a patent 
filed here, that I remember since I have been a 
member of Congress and have been upon this 
committee, I do not recollect a single instance 
where the applicant has not based his application 
upon the ground that he has been unable to make 
the invention remunerative because of the litiga- 
tton to which he has been subjected. That is one 
of the troubles, I think there is quite machinery 
enough about it as the bill is. There must be an 
end to litigation somewhere; and it does seem to 
me that these primary examiners first deciding, 
pA examiners-in-chief, and then the Com- 

‘ssioner, give an applicant as many chances as 
the public good aes he should Save: I think 
‘tls right to cutoff the appeal to the courts. You 
are appealing from three bodies of men—the pri- 
mary examiners, the examiners-in-chief, and the 
Commissioner—to a court which cannot be ex- 





| 





| 
| 
| 


| 


| to it as it is. 

_ The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
| 18 on striking out the second section. 

| Mr.COLLAMER. Does the motion reach to 
| anything more than the last provision? The sec- 
| tion provides for a board of examiners to relieve 
| the Commissioner; and I understood the motion 
| was simply to strike out the last clause, which 
| prevents an appeal from the Commissioner to the 
| court. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion 


before the Senate is to strike out the whole sec- 





|| tion. 


Mr. HALE. Well, sir, I will take it on the* 


|| last clause. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Will the Sen- 
ator be good enough to specify the section? 

Mr. HALE. The Clerk knows. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 


No appeal shall hereafter be allowed from the decision of 


' 


| to the passage of this act. 
| The question being put on the motion to strike 


i there were—ayes 8, noes 11; no quorum 


voting. ~ 
Mr. HALE. It is about time to adjourn. I 
move that the Senate adjourn. 


Mr. BIGLER. 


I call forthe yeas and nays on 
the amendment. 
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communication froth the Doorkeeper of the House, 
furnishing a list of the re under him, in 
answer to a resolution adopted on motion of Mr. 
Burnett. 

Mr. BURNETT. There have been responses 
returned to this Hous by the Clerk, Postmaster 
and Doorkeeper, to a resolution which I offered 
in this House, and which was adopted by it. I 
would move their reference 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I inquire whether 
this debate is in order. 

Mr. BURNETT. I shall submit a motion. I 





| prefer the reference of this report—— 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I object to any- 
thing of this kind until after the expiration of the 
morning hour. 
Mr. BURNETT. I am in order, and the gen- 
tleman from Maine is not in order; for he certainly 
knows that no gentleman has a right to make an 
objection sitting in his seat. 
Mr. TOMPKINS. Then I object. 
Mr. BURNETT. Well, your objection is of 
no avail. I was remarking that I would prefer 
| the reference of these responses to a special com- 
| mittee é6f this House. My reason is one which I 
| have urged upon this House repeatedly. 
Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I call for the 
| reading of the rule which declares that one hour 


| the Commissioner of Patents, except in cases pending prior || after the reading of the Journal shall be devoted 


to a particular purpose. . 

TheSPEAKER. I understood that unanimous 
consent was given to make this report to the 
House. © 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I object to 
everything which interferes with the rule. 

Mr. TOMPKINS. And as exception was taken 

| to that objection, on account of the gentleman 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. A motion is || from Maine not rising in his seat, I rose and ob- 


made to adjourn, which supersedes that. 

Mr. BIGLER. [I call for the yeas and nays 
on the motion to adjourn, to see whether there is 
a quorum present. 

he yeas and nays were ordered; and, being 
taken, resulted—ycas 21, nays 14; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bingham, Clark, Collamer, Crittenden, 
Dixon, Durkee, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Grimes, Hale, 


Hamlin, King, Latham, Seward, Simmons, Sumner, Ten 
Eyck, Thomson, Wade, and Wilkinson—21. 


NAYS—Messrs. Benjamin, Bigler, Bragg, Bright, Clay, || ©4tton. 


Gwin, Harlan, Hemphill, Iverson, Johnson of Arkansas, 
Nicholson, Polk, Powell, and Trumbull—14. 

So the motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpar, -4pril 16, 1860. 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer 
by the Chaplain, Rev. Tuomas H. Stockton. 
The Journal of Friday was read and approved. 


ENROLLED BILL. 

Mr. DAVIDSON, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, reported that they had examined and 
found truly enrolled a bill of the following title, 
namely: An act (H. R. No. 213) to incorporate 
the United States Agricultural Society; when the 
Speaker signed the same. 

JACOB WEED. 

Mr. ELY. [ask the unanimous consent of the 
House to take up and recommit to the Committee 
of Claims the papers in the case of Jacob Weed. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I object. 


INDIAN HOSTILITIES IN NEW MEXICO. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a mes- 
sage from the President of the United States, 
transmitting, in compliance with a resolution of 
the House, the report of the Secretary of War, 
and its accompaniments, communicating informa- 
tion supernns Indian hostilities in New Mexico; 
which was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


« NAVY CONTRACTS. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 
communication from the Navy Department, trans- 
mitting, in compliance with law, an abstgact of 
offers for furnishing naval supplies, coming under 
the cognizance of the bureau of yards and docks, 
for the year ending June 30, 1860; and also a list 
of the contracts made by that bureau; which was 
laid upon the table, and ordered to be printed. 


EMPLOYES OF THE HOUSE. 
The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 





jected. 

Mr. BURNETT. Gentlemen will save time 
by allowing me to proceed, for I do not wish to 
detain the House unnecessarily. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I have no 
special objection to the gentleman from Kentucky 
proceeding, but I object because I sce clearly that 
unless we begin by adhering strictly to the new 
rules, they will be utterly worthless in their appli- 

Roanebody must make this objection, I 
do not desire to do it; I do not like to do it; but 
somebody must do it. 

The SPEAKER. As this report was allowed 
to be presented to the House by unanimous con- 
sent, a disposition must be made of it. 

Mr. BURNETT. This is a subject which the 
House has repeatedly had before it, since my 
service here commenced. If gentlemen would take 
the trouble and pains to examine the disburse- 
ment of the contingent fund of this House, and 
in connection with that the number of employés 
we have in and around this Capitol, they would 
find good reason for a reform of abuses. There 
are no greater abuses connected with the admin- 
istration of the public affairs of the Federal Gov- 
ernment than are to be found in and around this 

Capitol in connection with the employés and the 
diabanientien of the contingent fund of the House. 
| We have three times as many employés here as 
| the public service demands, who are mere pen- 
| sioners upon the public bounty. I charge the 
| blame for this state of things upon no particular 

party; but the fact exists that we have had these 
supernumeraries Jere for years, and their number 
is gradually increasing, and their salaries also. If 
gentlemen would investigate this matter it would, 
to say the least, give them employment in the cor- 
rection of some of the abuses connected with pub- 
lic affairs in and around this House. We have 
heard much said in this Hall in reference to cor- 
ruption, extravagance, and abuses; and yet when 
you point to the place where you ought to apply 
measures of reform, it is very hard to get gentle- 
men to coéperaie with reference to it. 

By a resolution of this House passed during 
the lat Congress, we not only reduced the num- 

ber of these employés, but we reduced their sal- 

aries; and we found numbers of men willing to 
take their positions, and to discharge the duties 
attached thereto, at the rates of compensation 
fixed by that resolution. Yet, no sooner did thid 

Congress meet than the horde of hungry office- 
|| seekers who prowl around this Capitol, came 

here, and by a cordial and hearty coéperation in 

personal appeals to members, they succeeded in 
obtaining a majority of the House to repeal the 
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who hold positions under the Doorkeeper. 
Zut that is notall; for lam informed that since 


the repeal of that resolution, pore eans the | 


large number of employés you had around the 
Capitol, the Committee of Accounts have author- 
ized the employment of additional messengers. I 
ask gentlemen to look at this Hall for one mo- 
ment. Go around to these offices and look at the 
employés of the Government, and tell me what 
duties they perform. Yet you are paying many 
of them twelve and fifteen hundred dollars a year 
out of the public Treasury. Two of them are 
required to attend to one of these doors for the 
purpose of pulling it open to let members pass 


through; and but a few days since I saw one of | 


them, afat old gentleman, reclining on one of the 
sofas on the outside, taking a morningnap. These 
men have little or nothing to do. Gentlemen tell 
me they are for the correction of abuses in the 
administration of public affairs. Nowif you are 
in earnest, gentlemen, let us commence at once, 
and commence with this Hall. Here are num- 
berless abuses which we may correct. Go and 


look into the Clerk’s office, and you will find many | 


more clerks there than are needed for the dis- 
charge of the dutigs of that office. Many of them 
are supernumeraries. Go into the Sergeant-at- 
Arms’ room, and you find more there than are 
needed, Go into the Post Office, and you find the 
same state of things there. When you look into 
the office of the Doorkeeper, you will find an 
amount of patronage which will astonish you. 
Now if the House is willing, I will submit a 
motion to refer these reports to a special commit- 
tee, with power to report at any time. If that 
does not meet the views of the House*I do not 
desire to be connected with such a committee—I 
will move to refer the subject to the Committee of 
Accounts, with a view of regulating this whole 


thing by law, allowing them to report their con- | 


clusion at any time, 


{ pone however, and will with the permission | 
of the House move, that the reports to which I | 


have alluded be referred to a special committee 
of this House, to consist of five members, with 
the privilege of reporting at any time. 

Mr. SHERMAN. 1 have no objection what- 


ever to referring this whole matter to the Com- 


mittee of Accounts, with leave to report at any | 


time. ‘That committee already has charge of this 


subject, and there is anevident propriety in send- | 


ing these reports to them. 

Mr. BURNETT. 
flection upon the Committee of Accounts, | must 
say that their labors are onerous, and that we had 
the subject submitted to them last Congress, but 
they made no report. I prefer that the reports 
should take the direction I have indicated. 

Mr. SHERMAN. lIconcur with the gentle- 
man from Kentucky in what he said the other 
day—that special committees ought not to be or- 


dered unless there were some pressing circum- | 
The Committee of Accounts | 


stances to justify it. 
was organized for the purpose of examining mat- 
ters of this kind. 

I agree with the gentleman that there are too 


many employés about the House, as well as in | 


various other departments of the Government. I 
think the subject should be refi 


motion. 


Mr. MOORE, of Kentucky. 


have no business, and they desire to manufacture 
some. ne hter. 

Mr. HOUSTO)D With a view to test the 
sense of the House whether it intends to effect 
any reform on this subject, I call for the yeas and 
nays. I think the matter ought to go toa special 
committee. 

Mr. BURNETT. I think this matter may be 
arranged, I want no privilege for that select 
committee to send for persons and papers. I 
merely want to give it the right of investigating 
the matter thoroughly, with a view of breaking 
up this system of uscless offices about the House. 

Mr. KUNKEL. I would suggest to the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky, that there is this difficulty 
about his proposition: I am satisfied that no se- 





The effect of that repeal was notonly | 
to put money in the pockets of those employés | 
who were here last session, and whose time had | 
expired, but to increase the compensation of men | 


Without designing any re- | 


| cach separate session. 
ed to the Com- | 
mittee of Accounts, and I therefore make that | j 
: hand defined an 
I would suggest || 
to the gentleman from Kentucky that he refer this | 
subject tothe Committee on Manufactures. ‘They | 
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lect committee appointed by the Speaker of the 
House can properly investigate and report on this 
subject. The Committee of Accounts have ne- 
cessarily a more intimate, personal, and direct 
knowledge of the duties required to be performed 
in the Clerk’s office, and in the Doorkceper’s, 
post office, and other departments of the House, 
than any other committee of this body can have; 
and without that knowledge there cannot be an 
intelligent report made to the House on the sub- 
ject. [therefore hope the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky will withdraw his motion, and let the mat- 
ter go to the Committee of Accounts. 

Mr. BURNETT. In response to the gentle- 


man from Maryland, permit me to say this: this 


| is tay third term in Congress, and since I have had 
| the honor of serving here, there have been repeated 


efforts made to correct these abuses. Butwe have 
never yet, except once, during that whole time, 
been able to get a report from the Committee of 
Accounts on the subject. It was referred to the 


| Committee of Accounts during the last Congress, 
| but no report was made. 


The result, therefore, 
of referring the matter to that committee, is to 
dispose of it altogether. 
I call the previous question on my motion. 
Mr. SPINNER. 1 ask the gentleman from 
Kentucky whether he does not remember that a 
colleague of his own [Mr. Mason] made a re- 


port from the Committee of Accounts at the last: 


Congress? 

Mr. KUNKEL. I hope the gentleman from 
Kentucky will withdraw his demand for the pre- 
vious question for one moment. I wish to cor- 
rect an error in point of fact into which the gen- 
tleman has fallen. 

Mr. BURNETT. I suppose the gentleman 
wishes to call my attention to the fact that my 
late colleague [Mr. Mason] did make a report at 
the last Congress, as has just been suggested. 1 
will make that correction. 

Mr. KUNKEL. More than that. 
call attention to this fact. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ken- 
tucky has demanded the previous question. Is 
there a second? 

Mr. BURNETT. I withdraw it. The House 
may do as it pleases. : 

Mr. KUNKEL. I desire to remind the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky of the fact that at the last 


I desire to 


| Congress there were two special committees raised 


to investigate the conduct of the Clerks to the 
House in the Thirty-Fourth and Thirty-Fifth 
Congresses, and of the Doorkeepers in both these 
Congresses. Both these committees reported on the 


| subjects referred to them for their consideration. 


They were further instructed under the resolutions 
raising them, to report whatamendments or regula- 
tions respecting the disbursement of the contingent 
fund ae the control of these officers should be 
made;and they did report certain bills on that sub- 


ject for the consideration of the House. But, sir, it 


was obvious to the House itself, when these re- 
ports were taken up for consideration, that the 
select committees did not really understand the 
subject; were not aware of the nature of the ex- 
penses which the House was, from time to time, 
incurring under special orders. These special- 


| ties, these contingencies, which no human fore- 
| sight can provide for, are alone to be determined 


by the action of Congress, as it progresses with 
Thus, the contingent ex- 
penses of the body are necessarily, from their 
very nature, epprecne and cannot be before- 
well settled. 

Now itis proposed by the gentleman from Ohio 
to refer this matier to the committee, which has 
necessarily edllected a great deal of experience in 


| regard to the disbursement of the contingent fund 
_ of the House, and in regard to the force required 


in the Clerk’s office, the Doorkeeper’s department, 
the folding-room, and all the other departments of 
the House. It is necessary that the committee, 
whose special duty itis to control thedisbursement 
of this find, should examine the subject, and re- 
port forthe consideration of the House what alter- 
ations, if any, can be made to secure a more eco- 
nomical expenditure in the various departments of 
the House. 

Mr. CURRY. Will the gentleman from Ma- 
ryland permit me to propound a question to him? 

Mr. KUNKEL. Certainly. 

Mr. CURRY. At the commencement of this 
session, Mr. Speaker, I introduced a resolution, 


| of the contingent fund -that the Goy 
_ swindled outrageously, not from any 
| Committee of 


_ whether the Committee of Accounts ha 


_ any steps to prepare a bill carrying out th 
tions of the 


| cut off, as far as possible, all 
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April 16, 


_ which was referred to the Committee 
instructing them to inquire into th 
of adopting some additional legisla 
greater accountability and economy in the d 


of Accounts, 
e €Xpediency 
lion to 8eCUre 


©, : ; istriby. 
tion of the contingent fund. It is wel] Sea, 
those who are at all familiar with the expenditur, 
e 


ernment js 
fault in the 
ccounts, but on account of the ab 
sence of some stringent legislation on the subyje, 


I desire to ask the gentleman from Maryland 


ve taken 
e instruc. 
ouse in regard to that subject? _ 
Mr. KUNKEL. The committee is now oy 
gaged in that labor, Mr. Speaker. I desire ;, 
say that there are more difficulties surroundip« 
the subject than many gentlemen are aware of 
who have not had their attention specially called 
to the subject. A large amount of public money 
is disbursed in the shape of contingent or misey/. 
laneous expenses. There are from one hundred 
to one hundred and fifty, or perhaps two hy). 
dred, different employés of the House in its go. 
vice during the session and during the recess of 
Congress. The duties of these different ey). 
ployés are wery various. It is the desire of {ij 
committee (so far, at least, I can speak for my. 
self, without consultation with my co! leagues) ip 
the expenditures tha: 
are necessarily permanent in their nature from 
those that are fleeting, changing, and capricious, 
and to put the patronage of the various depart. 


| ments of the House under some organized or ye- 


sponsible bureau or officer of the Government, 
who may regulate and hold to accountability those 
who have public money and property in their 
hands. 

This appears to me to be the most judicious 
arrangement that can be made, but I cannot speak 
authoritatively of the views of the committee. 

Mr. CURRY. I would like to inquire of the 
gentleman from Maryland whether that commit- 
tee is likely to report a bill very soon? 

Mr. KUNKEL. 1 can only assure the gentle- 
man from Alabama that the committee will ecr- 
tainly feel it to be its pleasure and duty to obey 
the order of the House. 

Mr. BURNETT. The gentleman from Mavy- 
land makes one point which he will see he ougit 
to yield, if he will listen to me for a moment. |i 
is, that the@Committce of Accounts, having so 
much experience, so much knowledge of the busi- 
ness, are therefore the best committee to have tis 
matter referred to. Now, if we refer it to a special 
committee, we would have the benefit of the su- 
perior knowlege of the Committee of Accounts, 
together with the advantages of the investigation 
which the special committee may give to the sub- 
ject. I now ask the previous question on tli 
motion. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered, which was on the reter- 
ence to the Committee of Accounts. 

Mr. HOUSTON. lI ask the yeas and nays on 
it; because that reference, I believe, would smother 
up the matter. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. . 

The question was taken on the amendment o! 
Mr. Suerman; and it was decided in the afiirm- 
ative—yeas 10], nays 77; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Green Adains, 
Adrain, Aldrich, Allen, Alley, William C. Anderson, Asb- 
ley, Babbitt, Beale, Bingham, Blair, Blake, Brayton, Bul- 
finton, Burlingame, Burnham, Butterfield, Campbell, Case, 
Colfax, Conkling, Covode, Curtis, Dawes, Delano, Duell, 
Edwards, Eliot, Ely, Etheridge, Fenton, Foster, Frank, 
French, Gooch, Guriey, Hale, J. Morrison Harris, Battoa, 


‘Helmick, Hickman, Hoard, Humphrey, Hutchins, Irvine, 


r 


Junkin, Francis W. Kellogg, William Kellogg, Kenyon, 
Kilgore, Kunkel, DeWitt C. Leach, Lee, Longnecker, 
Loomis, Lovejoy, Maclay, Marston, McKean, McKnight, 
McPherson, Millward, Montzomery, Moorhead, Morr'!', 
Morse, Nelson, Olin, Perry, Pettit, Porter, Potter, Pottle, 
Rice, Christepher Robinson, Royce, Schwartz, Scranton, 
Sedgwick, Sherman, Somes, Spaulding, Spinner, Stan- 
ton, es Stokes, Stratton, Tappan, ‘Thayer, Theaker, 


‘Tompkins, Trimble, Vandever, Verree, Walton, Cadwal- 
ader C. Washburn, Webster, Wells, Windom, and Woot- 
ruff—101. 


NAYS—Messts. Thomas L. Anderson, Barksdale, Barr. 
Bocock, Bonham, Bouligny, Boyee, Brabson, Branch. Bris 
tow, Burch, Burnett, Carey, Carter, John B. Clark, Cobb, 
John Cochrane, Cooper, James Craig, Burton Craige, Craw 
ford, Curry, Davidson, De Jarnette, Dunn, Edinundson, 
Florence, Gartrell, Hardeman, Jobn ‘T. Harris, Holman, 
Houston, Howard, Hughes, Jackson, Jenkins, Jones, Lar 
rabee, James M. Leach, Logan, Love, Mallory, 
Charles D. Martin, Maynard, McClernand, McQueen, Mc- 
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a 
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oe »<, Millson, Laban T. Moore, Sydenham Moore, | 
Bat ey Morris. Isaac N. Morris, Niblack, Noel Pen- 
} 





‘yelps, Pryor, Pugh, Quarles, Reagan, Riggs, James 
dieton, Poe kutiin, Rust, Scott, Sickles, Simms, Single- 
( william N. H. Smith, Stallworth, Thomas, Vena. 
Wilson, Winslow, and Woodson—77. 

So the communication was referred to the Com- 
mittee of Accounts. 
During the vote, 


Mr. EDGERTON stated that he had paired 
with Mr. Cox. 


Mr. NIBLACK announced that Mr. Stewanr, || 


¢ Maryland, had paired with Mr. Stewart, of 
Pennsylvania, for two weeks from Friday last, 
unless in special cases, to be decided by their 
fr e ds. ' 

7 Ar. STRATJZON announced that his colleague, 
Mr. Nixon, had paired for the day with Mr. 
WuiTELEY. 

The yote was announced, as above recorded. 


by which the communication was referred;,and 
aiso moved to lay the motion to reconsider on 
the table. : 
The latter motion was agreed to. 
RECESS OF CONGRESS. 


Mr. WINSLOW. 
Jution. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I call for the regular order 
of business. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution will be read 
for information. 

The resolution was read, as follows: 

Resolved, That when this House adjourns on Friday next, 
it adjourn to meet on Tuesday, the Ist day of May next. 

Ordered, That a message be sent to the Senate request- 
ing their conc@rence thereto. 

Mr. BUFFINTON and others objected. 

Mr. WINSLOW. I apprehend that it is a 
question of privilege, and that a single objection 
cannot defeat it. 

The SPEAKER. It appears to the Chair that 
it involves a question that should be settled, and 
he will hold it to be a privileged question. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. desire to offer 
an amendment to that resolution. 

Mr. PHELPS. I think [understand the amend- 
ment the gentleman from Illinois is going to pro- 
pose. Itis to extend the time, so as to include 
the Chicago convention. I hope he will not offer 
thatamendment now. Let us settle the question 
for one convention at a time. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. I move toamend 
by striking out the Ist of May and inserting ‘‘ the 
2istof May next.’’ Iam satisfied that nothing will 
be done in the mean time, and we might as well ad- 
journuntil thatday. If we areto adjourn to enable 
members to attend one of these conventions, we 
might as well adjourn to accommodate those who 
propose to attend any of the three. It is evident 
that no business will be done in the mean time, 
and | think we may as well adjourn over. 

Mr. KEITT. Do I understand that the reso- 
lution is before the House? 

bh SPEAKER. The resolution hasbeen re- 
ceived, 

Mr. KEITT. Well, sir, I move to amend the 
resolution by substituting a resolution that the 
Speaker of the House and President of the Senate 
adjourn theimrespective Houses sine die on Tues- 
day, the 5th of June next. 

Mr. WINSLOW. That can be offered as an 
independent proposition. I hope it will not be 
insisted on now, 

Mr. PHELPS.. I submit that itis not in order 
“san amendment to the resolution of the gentle- 
man from North Carolina. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair decides that itis 
not in order. 

Mr. CURRY. I would propose, asa substitute, 
that Congress adjourn sine die on the 15th of June 

ext, 

The SPEAKER. The Chair decides that is 
hot in order, the object being entirely different 
‘rom that of the resolution of the gentleman from 
North Carolina. 


Mr. HUTCHINS. 
subject on the table. 

Mr. POTTLE and others called for the yeas 
and nays upon the motion. 

Mr. BRANCH. I submit the question of order 
that the resolution of the gentleman from North 
Carolina has been entertained as a question of 
privilege, on the ground, as I understand, that it 


I offer the following reso- 


I move to lay the whole 


Mr. TAPPAN moved to reconsider the vote 
| 





| 
| 
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is a motion to adjourn. A motion to adjourn is \| of the bill, and I will remark that I do not think 


not susceptible of being laid on the table. ‘I think, | 


therefore, the motion of the gentleman from Ohio | 
{Mr. Hvrents]| is not in order. 

TheSPEAKER. The Chair supposes the mo- 
tion to lay en the table is in order 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. KEITT. 1 understand the question now | 
to be, whether Congress is to recognize these po- 
litical conventions. rs 


| whole subject on the table. 


The question was taken on the motion submit- 
ted by Mr. Hurcits; and it was decided in the 
affirmative—yeas 115, nays 72; as follows: 


YEAS—Mesgsrs. Charles F. Adams, Green Adams, Al- 
drich, Allen, Ailey, William C. Anderson, Ashley, Barr, 
Beale, Bingham, Blair, Bocock, Bouligny, Boyce, Brabson, 
Brayton, Briggs, Bristow, Bufiinton, Burlingame, Burnham, 
Campbell, Cobb, Colfax, Conkling, Covode, Crawiord, 
Curry, Curtis, H. Winter Davis, Dawes, De Jarneite, De- 
lano, Duell, Dunn, Edwards, Eliot, Ely, Etheridge, Foster, 
Frank, Gartrell, Gooch, Gurley, Hardeman, J. Morrison 
Harris, John T. Harris, Hatton, Helmick, Hoard, Holman, 
Houston, Howard, Humphrey, Hutchins, Irvine, Junkin, 
Keitt, Francis W. Kellogg, Kenyon, Kilgore, Kunkel, De- 
Witt C. Leach, Leake, Lee, Loomis, Love, Lovejoy, Mal- 
lory, Marston, Charles D. Martin, McKean, McKnight, 
McPherson, Miles, Millson, Millward, Laban ‘I’. Moore, 
Sydenham Moore, Morrill, Edward Joy, Morris, Isaac N. 
Morris, Morse, Olin, Palmer, Pendleton, Perry, Pettit, Por- 
ter, Pottle, Pryor, Quarles, Rice, Christopher Robinson, 
Royce, Schwartz, Scranton, Sedgwick, Sherman, Single- 
ton, Somes, Spaulding, Spinner, Stevens, Stokes, Tappan, 


| ‘Tompkins, Trimble, Vance, Vandever, Verree, Walton, 


Israel Washburn, Wells, and Windom—115. 
NAYS—Messrs. Adrain, Thomas L.Anderson, Ashmore, 
Babbitt, Barksdalc, Blake, Bonham Branch, Burnett, 


| Carey, Carter, Case, John B. Clark, John Cochrane, 


Cooper, Corwin, James Craig, Burton Craige, Davidson, 
Edmundson, farnsworth, Fenton, Florence, French, Gil- 
mer, Hale, Hamilton, Hickman, Hill, Hughes, Jackson, 
Jenkins, Jones, William Kellogg, Larrabee, James M. 
Leach, Maclay, Maynard, McClernand, McQueen, McRae, 
Montgomery, Moorhead, Nelson, Niblack, Noell, Phelps, 
Potter, Pugp, Reagan, Riggs, Ruffin, Kust, Scott, Sickles, 
Simms, William N. H. Smith, Stallworth, Stanton, Stout, 
Stratton, Taylor, Thayer, Theaker, Thomas, Vallandigham, 
Waldron, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Webster, Wilson, 
Winslow, and Woodson—72. 

So the whole subject was laid on the fable. 

During the vote, 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois, said: Understand- 
ing that objection is made to iny amendment, I 
propose to withdraw it. 

he SPEAKER. The gentleman’s amend- 
ment may be withdrawn if no objection be made. 

Several Membens objected. 

Mr. TOMPKINS moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the resolution and amendment were laid 
on the table; and also moved to lay the motion to 
reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message was received from the Senate, by Mr. 
Hickey, their Chief Clerk, notifying the House 
that the Senate had passed a billand joint resolu- 


tion of the following titles, in which he was | 


directed to ask the concurrence of the House : 
An act (No. 118) for the relief of David My- 
erle; and 


| 
i 
The SPEAKER. The proposition is to lay the | 
| 


RESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| the morning hour? 





| 
| 
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it is in order to move to suspend the rules at this 
time. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state to the 
gentleman from Kentucky that the morning hour 
has expired, and the motion of the gentleman is, 
in the opinion of the Chair, within the rules. 

Mr. ELIOT. I ask for a vote, then, on the 
motion that the rules be suspended, 

Mr. PHELPS. I desire to ask whether we 
ports of committees have been called for durin 
If the Chair has not calle 
for such reports, under the rule, as 1 understand 
it, the morning hour has not commenced. 

‘rhe SPEAKER. The rule adopted during the 
present session expressly says that it will not be 
in order to move to suspend the rules within one 
hour after the reading of the Journal. The Chair 


| was under the impresston that it was as stated hy 


the gentleman from Missouri, until he examined 
it expressly in reference to this point. 

Mr. ELIOT. I desire to state again, that the 
House may understand it, that my only purpose 
in desiring to introduce the bill at this time is to 
have it printed with the report and recommitted 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. BURNETT. Will the geatleman permit 
the bill to be discussed, when it comes back to 
the House. 

Mr. ELIOT. Most assuredly. I do not pro- 
pose to call the previous question on its introduc- 
tion. * 

Mr. BURNETT. Then I will withdraw my 
objection, if the bill is not to be put on its pas- 
sage under the previous question. 

Lhere being no further objection, the bill was 
reported, read a first and second time, recommit- 
ted to the Committee on Commerce, and, with 
the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 

Mr. ELIOT also submitted a motion that five 
thousand extra copies of the bill and report be 
printed; which, ue the law, was referred to the 
Committee on Printing. 

Mr. HICKMAN. [ must now insist on the 


: : 
|| rerular order of business. 





| 


| 
| 
| 


A resolution (No. 28) for the relief of A. M. | 


Fridley, late agent for the Winnebago Indians. 
Also, that the Senate had ordered to be printed 

the report of the Secretary of War, communicat- 

ing, in compliance with the resolution of the Sen- 


Salt Lake and back. 
THE COOLIE TRADE. 


Mr. ELIOT. [ask the consent to report, from 
the Committee on Commerce, a bill,to prohibit 
the coolie trade by American citizens by Amer- 
ican vessels. 

Mr. BURNETT. I will say to the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, that I will not object to the 





introduction of his bill, provided he is willing that 
it shall be printed and referred to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. But if 
it is his purpose to recommit the bill to his com- 
mittee, they may bring it forward at any time; 
and if that be his purpose, I shall certainly object 
to his reporting the bill. 

Mr. ELIOT. I will state that it is my purpose, 
if the bill shall be reported, to ask that it may be 
| recommitted to the Committee on Commerce and. 


be ordered to be printed. If the gentleman objects, 
I move to suspend the rules. 


Mr. BURNETT. I object to the introduction 


| 
| 


} 


| ate, the report of Captain H. D. Walker of his | 
expedition, in 1859, from Dalles City to Great | 


| 


Se a eS 


Mr. TOMPKINS. I hope the gentleman will 
not, just now. 

Mr. HICKMAN. [f the gentleman has any 
matter that will not give rise to debate, I will give 
way to him. 


DEPREDATIONS ON SHAWNEE INDIANS. 


Mr. TOMPKINS. I ask the .consent of the 
House to introduce the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee of the Whole House on 
the Private Calendar be discharged from the further con- 
sideration of House bill No. 368. 

Mr. HOUSTON. What bill is that? 

The title of the bill was read, as follows: 

A bill to provide payment for depredations com- 
mitted by whites upon the Shawnee Indians in 
Kansas Tearieaeh. 


The bill was read. It appropriates $36,711 for 


: ; 
| the purpose of paying claims of certain members 


of the Shawnee tribe of Indians, presented to Con- 
gress at its present session, for depredations com- 
mitted upon their property by citizens or inhab- 
itants of the United States; and orders said claims 
to be adjusted and paid, under the direction of the 
Secretary of the Interior, under the rules and reg- 
ulations prescribed in the sixteenth section of the 
**Act to regulate trade and intercourse with In- 
dian tribes, and to preserve peace on the front- 
iers,’’ approved June 30, 1834; provided that it 
shall not be incumbent upon the parties claimant, 
from the peculiar condition of affairs in the Ter- 
ritory of Kansas at the time the spoliations were 
committed, to show that the offenders were ap- 
prehended and brought to trial. 

It appears from the report, which was read, that 
the Shawnee reservg lies principally in Johnson 
county, extending from the Missouri line nearly 
to Lawrence, Kansas Territory; that in 1855 the 
seat of government for the Territory was at the 
Shawnee manual labor school, in this reserve; 
that Gqyernor Shannon, upon calling out a large 
body of militia to make arrests at Lawrence, 
marched them to the vicinity of that place and 
encamped them upon this reserve; that to fur- 
nish themselves with horses, corn, oats, beef, and 
other supplies, they took any of this kind of prop- 
erty they desired, for which nothing whatever 
was paid. Again, in 1856, we find this reserve the 
theater of similar operations and troubles, and in 
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some instances, that cattle were taken without | 
ay by the regular troops, The condition of the | 
Werritory was such at these periods as to invite 
there the lawless and abandoned, who committed 
depredations with impunity upon these Indians. 
uring the month of 9 Se se 1860, these In- 
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Mr. FARNSWORTH. They are short. 
The bill was read. It directs the Postmaster 
General to pay to A. T. Spencer and Gurdon 8. 

| Hubbard, for carrying the United States mail from 
| Chicago, Illinois, to Mackinac, Sault Ste. Marie, 
| Marquette, Copper Harbor, Eagle Harbor, Eagle 


dians held a council at their council-house, at || River, and Ontonagon, Michigan; La Pointe and 


which time and place the statement upon which 
the bill is based—of the loss sustained by each 
individual—was taken under oath, and what was 
supposed to be the necessary corroborating proof 
adduced, as required by law. These Indians 
claim that the payment of these damages is guar- 
antied by the sixteenth section of the general in- 
tercourse act of June 30, 1834, ‘‘ to regulate trade 
and intercourse with the Indian tribes,’ &c., and 
also treaty stipulations contained in the treaty of 


May 10, 1854, made with this tribe. 


he sixteenth section of the act of 1834, (vol. || 


4 United States Statutes at Large, p. 729,) pro- 
vides as follows : 


* That where, in the commission, by a white person, of 
any crime, offense, or misdemeanor, within the Indian 
country, the property of any friendly Indian is taken, in- 
jured, or destroyed, and a conviction is had for such crime, | 
offense, or misdemeanor, the person so convieted shall be 


| Superior, Wisconsin, during the years from 1854 
| to 1859, inclusive, in all cases where it is shown 


| to the satisfaction of the Postmaster General that | 


| said mail was carried by authority of the post- 


| masters or agents of the Post Office Department, 
| and without a contract with said Department, an 


| amount equal per trip to that allowed by the De- 
| partment, under contract, last season, to the own- 


| ers of the steamers North Star and Illinois, per- | 


| forming similar trips between Detroit, Michigan, 
| and the same ports upon Lake Superior. 

It appears from the reports of the committees, 
| which were read, that at the special request of spe- 


| cial agents and postmasters of the Post Office De- | 
| partment, these parties transported the United | 


| States mails in their steamboats between the city 
of Chicago, in the State of Illinois, and the several 
| ports on Lake Superior, from the year 1854 until 


sentenced to pay to such friendly Indian to whom the prop- || 1859, during the season of navigation, for which 


erty may belong, or whose person may be injured, a sum 
equal to twice the just value of the property so taken, in- 
jured, or destroyed. And if such offender shall bec unable 
to pay asum at least equal to the just value or amount, 
whatever such payment shall fall short of, the sune shallbe | 
paid out of the Treasury of the United States: Provided, 

That if such offender cannot be apprehended and brought 


the Treasury as aforesaid.”’ 


The twelfth and fourteenth articles of the treaty | 
of 10th May, 1854, volume 10, page 1053, United 
States Statutes, are as follows: 


«The Shawnees acknowledge their dependence on the 
Government of the United States, and invoke its protec- 
tion and care. They will abstain from the commission of 
depredations, and comply, as far as they are able, with the 
laws in such cases made and provided, as they will expect 
to be protected and to have their rights vindicated. If, 
from causes not now foreseen, this instrument should prove | 
insufficient for the advancement and protection of the wel- 
fare and interests of the Shawnees, Congress may here- | 
after, by law, make such further provision, not inconsistent | 
herewith, as experience may prove to be necessary to pro- | 
mote the interests, peace, and happiness of the Shawnee 
people.”” 
All the papers in this case, embracing the proofs, | 

| 


were presented to the Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs, with the request that he examine them 
and then make such report and suggestions as he 


thought proper. The papers were accordingly | 
examined by the Commissioner, and sent back, 
accompanied by a report and recommendation 


that relief be granted. 

Mr. TOMPKINS. The bill was drawn up by | 
the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

The resolution was adopted. 

The SPEAKER. The bill is now before the | 
House for consideration. 

Mr. TOMPKINS. I demand the previous 

uestion on the engrossment and third reading of | 
the bill. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed, and read 
a third time; and being engrossed, it was accord- | 
ingly read the third time, and passed. | 


SPENCER & HUBBARD. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I ask the unanimous | 
consent of the House that the Committee of the | 
Whole House be discharged from the further con- | 
sideration of Senate bill 


\| 


i 


| they have not been compensated. 
They represent that this service was performed 
| at the special instance and request of the agents of 


for service of a similar character, and that they 
should be adequately compensated therefor. 

The evidence of the efficient character of the 
service rendered by the memorialists is clear and 


|| satisfactory; and it is also clear that it was under- 
| taken and performed at the request of the acknowl- 


edged agents of the Post Office Department who 
had charge of the same. 

Mr. BRANCH. I repeat my question. Can 
| the gentleman from Illinois inform the House 

how much money will be appropriated under the 
bill? : 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I undertand that it will 
not exceed $10,009. The Post Office Department 
has specially contracted with these parties to carry 
the mail as provided for in this bill. They are this 
day carrying the mails between the points named, 
for which they are being paid at the rates provided 
for in the bill. The bill provides that the Post- 
master General shall pay them for like services 
which they have rendered without remuneration, 
at rates not higher than those they have now con- 
tracted for. 

Mr. BRANCH. My reason for asking the 
question is, thaton Friaay last, (I believe it,was, ) 
we passed a bill, couched in phraseology a good 
deal like this, under which I am informed the par- 





and I am further informed that, immediately after 
the rendition of the service, the parties did not 
claim from the Post Office Department but $10,000; 
| thatthey subsequently went to the Court of Claims 

and asked for 695,000; and that, under the bill 
passed last Friday, they willget more than eighty 
thousand dollars. I know that it is useless to op- 





ther to do so, than to call to the attention of the 
House such a fact as that which I now state. 
Mr. HUGHES. Has this bill received the ap- 
probation of the Post Office Department ? 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. I will state that the 


0. 221, for the relief of || Department has approved it to the extent of mak- 


A. T. Spencer and Gurdon S. Hubbard, in order || ing a contract with these parties to perform the 


that the bill be now put on its passage. 
Mr. HOUSTON. I object. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. The bill has passed || question. 
the Senate unanimously, and has been favorably || adopt a most dangerous principle. 


reper upon by a committee of this House. 
r. BRANCH. Can the 


nileman inform || subordinate agents, without the approval of the 


same service at the same rate. 

Mr. HUGHES. That strikes me as a different 
Tt seems to me that we are about to 
If I under- 
stand this case, the arrangement was made by 


the House how much money Will be appropriated || Post Office Department. How can the head of 


under the bill? 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I cannot. Iam not 
a member of the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads, from which the bill was reported. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Ulinois. If the bill and 
report be read, the House will be put in posses- 
sion of the facts. * 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. There are two favor- 
able reports; one from the Senate, and the other 
from a committee of this House. 

Mr. KEITT. Their reading will take up all 
the morning. 








that Department conduct the affairs of the Post 
Office, if subordinate agents and petty postmasters 
are to enter into contracts which are to bind the 
Government of the United States? It is impos- 
sible, if that be allowed, that the Committee of 
Ways and Means, or the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, can say what will be the 


cost.of carrying the mails? 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. In this case the Post 
Office De ent authorized this agent to con- 


tract with this company for carrying the mail. 
They carried the — in good faith, and they ask 


the Post Office Department, with the distinct un- | 
|| derstanding that an allowance should be made to | 
to trial, the amount of such property shall be paid out of | them equal to that awarded by the Government | 


ties will get more than eighty thousand dollars; | 


pose these bills; and I will not trouble myself fur- | 








April 16 
the pay which is usuall — 


allowed f 
ance of like services. or the perform. 
Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. 


: i wis s 
| with the consent of the louse, that the ma aay, 
| who reported this bill informs me that itis in _ 
| that the Department did authorize an indivian 
| to contract with this company, and that he tid 
| contract under the direction of the Department ™ 
. 


Mr. BRANCH. Then why is it that they ¢ 
not get their pay from the Post Office Departmen’ 


Mr. HELMICK. I desire to Say that the gon. 


tleman from Iinois misunderstood ’m 
to him in reference to this matter. 


y Statemen; 
| 
\| Tellers were called for on the motion to s 


| 
1 
| 
Uspend 


the rules; and being ordered, Messrs, Brancy and 


BurFrinTon were appointed. 
|| The House divided; and the telfers reported 
|| ayes seventy, noes not counted. re 
Two thirds of a quorum not voting in fayo, 
thereof, the rules were not suspended, 


Mr. PARNSWORTH called for the yeas and 


S 
rr 


| a 
he yeas and nays were not ordered. 
{ NAVIGATION OF THE MISSISSIPPI. 


Mr. BOULIGNY, by unanimous consent, jp. 
troduced the following resolution; which was read 
considered, and agreed to: F 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to report 
tu this House the entire action of his Department in refer 
ence to an appropriation made by the first section of an act 
| entitied **An act to remove obstructions to ygvigation in tho 
mouth of the Mississippi river, at the Southwest Pass ang 
Pass d Outre,” passed February 8, 1856, and particular), 
the terms and conditions of any contract or contracts made 
| for deepening the channel of the Mississippi river, and whey 
and with whom made, and whether the said contract or cop. 
tracts have been fulfilled, and the said channel deepened and 
kept open ; and that the said Sceretary of Wag be further re 
quested toreportto this House by what authority he, on the 
4th of January, 1858, modified the contract or contracts ep. 
tered into for decpening the channel of the Mississippi river, 
by diminishing the depth required to be obtained by the 
terms of said contract or contracts, and by extending the 
time stipulated for the performance of the work contracted 
for; and also, if the whole or any part of the appropriation 
made by the said act has been paid out of the Treasury under 
the said contract or contracts ; and, if so, then to report spe- 
cifically the payment or payments made ; and if more than 
one payment has been made, to report the amount of each 
payment, the time when it was made, to whom paid, and 
upon whose order; and that the said Secretary of War be 
further requested to transmit to this House copies of any 
receipt or receipts given for the said payment or payments, 
and of any paper showing on whose application, or at whose 
instance, the said payment or payments were made. 


KERR, BRIERLY & CO. 


Mr. WOODSON. [ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to discharge the Committee of 
the Whole House from the further consideration 
of the bill of the House (No. 432) for the relief 
of Kerr, Brierly & Co., and to put the same on 
its passage. 

Mr. BRANCH. 
and report read. 

The bill, which was read, requires the Secretary 
of the Treasury to pay to Kerr, Brierly & Co., 
the sum of ,135, for damages sustained by 
them on account of destruction and loss of stock 
and other property consequent upon the hostility 
of the Sioux Seeaee. growing out of the battle of 
Ash Hollow, near Fort Laramie, in Nebraska 
Territory, on the 23d of Angust, 1856. 

From the report it appears that, for several 

cars, and up to the 23d of Augugt, 1856, the 
pcvistnae conedeete eaceable and friendly 
to the trains crossing from Missouri to Utah and 
California, and not in the least predatory upon 
them, but, on the contrary, rendered the trains 
frequent and valuable aid. The Pawnee Indians 
had exhibited appearances of hostility, and fears 
were entertained by travelers that they would 
commit depredations upon trains crossing on their 
way to Utahand California, especially upon trains 
freighting merchandise, From information upon 
file at the Indian bureau, it seems that hostile 
meetings had taken place between small parties 
of the Sioux and Pawnees, and this added to the 
uneasiness of emigrants and merchants. 

In order to keep the hostile Indians quiet, Gen- 
eral Harney, with a strong detachment of United 
States troops, was sent into the Indian country: 
and while on the march out, and when he was 
near the Blue Water river, or Ash Hollow, ast 
is sometimes called, the Sioux, desirous of eX- 
pressing to him their pacific intentions, and fear- 
ing that some of their tribe might inadvertently 
be treated with harshness, sent a deputation, at 
the head of which was Little Thunder, their chief, 
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form. consisting, in part, of women and children; which || has been settled by the Supreme Court of the | read, to state to the House the condition of the 
deputauion encamped af Ash Hollow, to await the | “apes oo a _ || question. This bill has been brought forward for 
) say, approach of General Harney. _ Mr. STEVEN S, of Pennsylvania. The bill || the purpose of authorizing the Post Office Depart- 
letnan “rhe testimony further shows that when Gen- || involves a new principle. || Ment to put mail service on the Pike’s Peak routes, 
Proof eral Harney arrived at Ash Hollow, with his com- Mr WOODSON. The principle of this bill i which have been passed at this session of Con- 
Vidual mand, he immediately drew up his men in line of || has been decided by the Supreme Court of the | gress. I object to the bill being passed at this 
did s bile within rifle range of the Indian camp. The United States, and Ido not see that there is any || particular time, for this reason: ‘no service has 
ent. satement of Captain Van Vliet, who was present, || necessity for delaying this matter. H eae put upon the new post routes embraced in 
Y can- and under command of General Harney, together | Mr.STANTON. There are several cases in- || the bill of 1858 for the States, for the reason that 
ment? with the evidence of several other persons, who |; volving the principle of the bill before the Com- | Congress failed to pass the annual Post Office 
e gen. were also on the round, shows that the Sioux mittee on Military Affairs, |, appropriation bill, 
ement -hief, finding that his party was about to be treated The SPEAKER ordered tellers; and Messrs. || Now, I feel it my duty—being one of the gen- 
as hostile b the United States Army, immedi- QuaRLes, and Rosinson of Rhode Island were tlemen who had new post routes inserted in the 
spend ately came orward and had an interview with appointed. rie |, bill of 1858, on which no service has been put— 
Hand Geveral Harney and begged for peace; urging The House divided; and the tellers reported— || to object to giving these people of Pike’s Peak an 
é his known frigndship for the white man, which || ayes thirty; not two thirds of a quorum. | advantage over citizens of the old States, who 
pee was fully amneens py the fact that aes emi- So the rules were not suspended. | have had mail routes established for more than 
erants were then in his camp enjoying his hospi- armen’ ws —_ | two years, and still have not had service put on 
favor tality, which fact is abundantly sustained by tes- | _ $A? pela ere: | rr because of the fact of no dppeupeittion 
timony. ‘ j Mr. COR WIN obtained the floor. oe; | having been made at last session. 1 can see no 
48 and General Harney declined to treat with the In- Mr..COLFAX. The gentleman from Ohio in- || reason myself why the people of Pike’s Peak 
dian clef. It further appears that he ordered his forms me that he has in his hand a bill of the Sen- |) shoutd have mail service in advance of the people 
men to charge upon: the Indian camp, which or- || ate in relation to paying the expenses of the Ja- || of the old States. I do not see why they should 
der they obeyed, killing in all some forty or fifty || nanan mission. I ask him to yield me the floor || be placed in a better condition than the people 
nt, in persons. Had General Harney been apprised of a woneneaty Os a matter of public business. | who had new mail routes given them two years 
+e the fact that a large number of women and chil- Mir. <MAN. After the gentleman from || ago. It would be an act of injustice to the latter. 
read, dren were in the camp, some of whom shared || Ohio introduces his business, I must insist upon || [state to the gentleman from Indiana, that 
the same fate as the warriors, that circumstance || the special order. | while I shall for the present oppose the suspen- 
de would have convineed him of their friendly char- ENROLLED BILL. sion of the rules, which he desires, for the pur- # 
ran act acter and pacific intentions; and such knowledge Mr. DAVIDSON, from the Committee on En- |) — of allowing him to get his bill before the Sf 
0 in the would also have determined him to pursue a linc || rolled Bills, reported as truly enrolled an act || House, yet, if the rules be suspended, [ shall u 
ss and of policy altogether different from that which he |/ (§, No. 42) for the relief of the heirs and legal || Move to amend by adding to it $400,000—a sum } 
rae adopted in the premises as he understood them. || representativesof Mark Elisha; when the Speaker || commended by the Committee of Ways and 
d Whee Itappears that these Indians, in consequence of signed the same. | Means—for the purpose of putting in operation the 
OF con. thisrencounter, which, as indicated above, resulted fr peste l ‘ | new post routes embraced in the post route bill of ing 
ned and from a misunderstanding of their real character THE JAPANESE EMBASSY—-AGAIN. | 1858; and, as a matter of course, I shall expect 1 
aie and intentiorfs, became highly exasperated, and Mr. CORWIN. I ask the unanimous consent | that the members who have had new routes on ay 
ets en- declared their purpose to be revenged. Accord- }| of the House to report back, from the Committee || which no service has been put, to vote for my 4 
pi river, ingly they commenced putting their threats into || on Foreign Affairs, a joint resolution coming from || amendment, so that our people may be put on the t 
by = immediate execution, by making predatory de- | the Senate, making an appropriation to defray the same footing as those of Pike’s Peak. 4 
tracted scents upon emigrant and other trains that were || expenses of the Japanese, embassy, whose near || Mr. COLFAX. In making the motion to sus- te 
priation then crossing from the western border of Missouri || approach has admonished us of the necessity ot |, pend the rules for the purpose of introducing this ty 
y under to Utah and California, The petitioners, Kerr, || having this resolution passed immediately. l ask | Cal, bela ly performa duty devolved on me by the ere 
end Brierly & Co., had at that time a large train some || to have it considered now in the House. House. It is the duty of the committee of which 2 
of eaeh two days’ drive in the rear of General Harney, || There being no objection, the joint resolution || I have the honor to be the representative on this at 
id, and laden with ninety-five tons of merchandise, which || (S. No. 23) in regard tothe minister from Japan, || occasion, to promote, as far as possible, the mail ee 
ne they were hauling to Great Salt Lake City. These || was read. It appropriates $50,000 to defray the || facilities of the country; and I assure the gentle- shih 
eae exasperated Indians at once waylaid them, and || expenses of the envoys and suite composing the || man from Georgia that, if he can point me to any bey 
: whose robbed them of anumber of their mules and horses, || Japanese embassy expected to arrive in the Uni- || part of the State of Georgia where, by any omis~ . 
! and otherwise annoyed them with threats and rob- ted States, or so much thereof as may be re- || sion heretofore, there were no post routes put in tr 
beries, until it became impossible to prgceed, ex- || quired, to be expended under the direction of the || operation; where the people have thus been de- t i 
cept at the peril of their lives. In this comes Secretary of State. | prived of mail facilities, and have been subjected | i 
B COn- they appealed to General Harney, who, perceiv- The bill was ordered to be read a third time; || to the extortions of express companies—paying bs 
ttee of ing their imminent danger, detailed a small escort || and it was accordingly read the third time, and || from twenty-five cents to one dollar for the mes- ; 
ration of twenty men, under the command of Captain || passed. | sages of affection and business between themselves Mets 
relie Heath, to protect their train, and thus enable them MAIL SERVICE TO PIKE'S PEAK. and their absent families and friends—I weuld : : 
me on to proceed. This force, however, proved to be LFAX F _ stand here to-day moving a bill for the benefit of a 
altogether inadequate for the purpose; so much so Mr. CO 4F - Task to have a letter read || jig constituents just as cheerfully as | do now for rf 
he bill that Captain Heath found it necessary to impose from the Postmaster General, in regard to the || the people of Pike’s Peak. I think the course of 
such terms and orders upon Kerr, Brierly & Co., mails to Pike _ Peak. | the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads 1s 
retary respecting their manner of traveling—compelling The letter was read, as follows: | heretofore has proven that we do regard with im- Be 
oes them to travel slower than usual, to stop and en- ia, cite er Cre Dapessuamn, AaeltS, 000. | oe the just claims of all sections of the i 
aieak oan oo in the afternoon, and to corral their regard to the lack of mail facilities in the Pike’s Peal te. \| — The eo) le of Pike’s Peak are four, five, ; 4 
Lo f orses so closely that they had not an || gion, | would state that, there never having been any post || OF SIX hundred miles from the frontier. They have 4¥ 1 
stility opportunity to graze sufficiently to keep them in || routes in that region till the act of March 27, 1860, it has post offices, but have no post routes—at least none 133 
iltle of traveling order. The train was so muc delayed been impossible tor the Department to supply that section || jy operation—and consequently no mail connec- at 
yraska d ; with mails. Nor is it possible now, until Congress fur- || |: . a 
and reduced in flesh by reason of these orders, || nishes an appropriation for that purpose. If, however, || YOR with the States. The people there have been ai 
that it was from fifteen to twenty-five days longer |) your committee should recommend that the appropriation | drawn fromall sections of the country, in their anx- pia 
everal than is usual in reaching Great Salt Lake Cit ® || for this service, now incorporated in the general Post Office || iety to extract gold from the mountains. They at: 
6, » lt was, for the same reasons, overtaken by the Oo ET tas eiien Deed et toe Bh pane, on San pant | have left their familiemjand business and friends ¥9 
a th ow storms, which covered up the grass, and || gress should see fit to concur therein, the Department would || &t home, and have means of corresponding i [ 
L thus still further reduced the cattle; so that, partly || at once furnish temporary service under the act of 1836, if || with them, except through express companies. He 
upon from starvation and partly from the intense cold || it can be obtained on reasonable terms, and advertise for H It is a duty which the Government of the United eg 
trains that followed, the cattle all perished, except thirty rome cactrecte there, to tale oiee ie July next. || States owes to them that they shall have mail fa- oa 
ndians head. Moreover, the petitioners were compelled poemenss J HORATIO KING, | cilities in common with the other millions of peo- \ 
1 fears to purchase cattle from trains that overtook and Acting Postmaster General. 1 ple throughout the land. ro 
would passed them, and also to send ahead for others || Hon. Scnuyuer Courax, Chairman of the Committee on || The argument of the gentleman from Georgia i 
n their when within one hundred and thirteen miles of || te Post Office and Post Roads, House of Representatives. || js fallacious in this particular also: that those new 4 
trains Great Salt Lake City. These facts are all proved Mr. COLFAX. I am instructed by the Com- || post routes embraced in the act of June, 1858, on ff 
| upon y Captain Van Vliet and other credible witnesses. || mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads, unan- |; which service has not yet been placed by the ae 
rostile Mr. WOODSON, I suppose the bill is before || imously,to report the act to furnish additional mail | Postmaster General, on account of the lack of ap- Wet 
parties the House. facilities; and 1 will move to suspend the rules for } propriations, are nearly all in the old well-setued si 
to the Mr. CRAIGE, of North Carolina. I suppose || the purpose of having it put upon its passage. _|| States, wheretheyalready have postroutes. These tT 
not, ; r. CRAWFORD. I gave notice to the gentle- I would increase their mail facilities, to be sure; fs 
, Gen- Mr. BRANCH. By no means. man from Indiana, when the question was up be- | but still they have some service now, unlike these 4 
Jnited Mr. WOODSON. Then I move to suspend || fore, that I should oppose the passage of the bill i Pike’s Peak people, who have no mail facilities §; 
untry; the rules, to enable me to take the bill out of com- || unless it shall be amended. || whatever, except such as are proposed to be given att 
ie was Mittee, and to put it upon its . Mr. COLFAX, I have no objection to the | in this bill. t t 
yas It Mr. STANTON. hope the gentleman will || gentleman from Georgia speaking, if the rules are || The Post Office Department cannot give them i it 
of ex: Stpone that matter for the present. There is a || not enforced against me, and I am allowed a mo- || any; and we simply ask that the amount which ie 
d fear- “tge class of cases involving the principle con- || ment or two in reply. _ has been reported by the Committeeof Ways and bt 
tently ‘atned in this bill, and the bill ought not to be The SPEAKER. The bill will now receive its | Means in the general Post Office appropriation pe 
ion, : Passed without discussion. first reading. \| bill, which, as every one knows, will pass finally Hi 
chiel, Mr. WOODSON. The principle of this case Mr. CRAWFORD. I desire, before the bill is || on the last day of the session, shall be-appropri- t 
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ated now, 60 that they may have the benefit of 
our postal system immediately. The object of 
this bill is, therefore, to give the people at Pike’s 
Peak the benefit of a mail service during the 
present session, instead of waiting until July for 
the bill to pass, and then, perhaps, until August, 
before the service is established. It is certainly 
a reasonable proposition, and is only carrying 
out the legislation of Congress during the present 
session establishing these post routes, and carry- 
ing out the recommendation of the Committee of 
Ways and Means, as reported by them in one of 
the general appropriation bills, which, as I have 
stated, will not be passed until at the close of the 
session, while our object is to provide these mail 
facilitics now. 

Now, sir, | will staté to the gentleman from 


Georgia, [Mr. Crawrorp,] who has intimated | 


that he would object to this bill unless he may 
have the opportunity of proposing an amendment, 
that if the rules be suspended and the bill brought 
before the House, I will give him the opportunity, 
before moving the previous question on its pas- 
sage, of proposing an amendment, and having a 
vote of the esas upon it. I will say further- 
more to the gentleman from Georgia, that, for one, 
I was in favor, in the last Congress, of appropri- 
ating the amount necessary to place service on all 
the post routes sctabliched by law. For I believe 
no expenditures made by us are wiser and more 
beneficent than those which furnish improved mail 
facilities for the people—the only direct manner, 


indeed, in which the blessings of Governmentare | 


dispensed to all its citizens. I am willing, there- 


fore, that the gentleman may have the opportu- | 


nity to introduce his amendment; and, as it ap- 
poe only for those new routes which the 


-ostmaster General may deem advisable to put | 
service upon, it is certainly sufficiently guarded, | 


and | will vote for it. Now, sir,! cail for a vote 
upon the motion to suspend the rules. 

Mr. BRANCH. I desire to ask the gentleman 
from Indiana one question before he takes his 
seat. I will vote to suspend the rules, to enable 
the gentleman to bring in his bill; but I want to 
ask the chairman of the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads why it is, when the whole 
post office service of the country is being carried 
on now without an appropriation by Congress, 
except the pittance that we gave them the other 
day, when we authorized them to use the post- 
ages up to the 3lst of March—why it is that he 
should be in such hot haste, why he should man- 
ifest such eagerness, to provide for the people of 
Pike’s Peak, and not, at the same time, make pro- 
vision for defraying the expenses of the mail ser- 
vice in the States? Why are the people of Pike’s 
Peak to be provided for, without, at ents simul- 


taneously providing for the people of the States? | 


1 am informed that the whole postal service, from 
Maine to Louisiana, is being carried on without 
means and without appropriations; and why does 
not the gentleman evince equa! haste in having 
the regular bill for the post office service of the 
country taken up and acted on, so as to enable 
the Post Office Department to pay the contractors 


‘for carrying the mails in the States for services 


already rendered? 1 do not object to the propo- 


this bill; but | would be very glad if he would 
attach to it a provision for mail service of the 
poses of all the States, as well as for those of 
>ike’s Peak. 

Mr. COLFAX. I will answer the gentleman 
from North Carolina with great pleasure; and a 
think that after he shall have heard my answer, 
he not only will not object to the bill, as he has 
indicated he would not, but will become the cham- 
pion of its passage; as it will only put the people 
interested in it on en equal footing with the other 
people of*the Union. By the liberality of Con- 
gress, in so ae passing the biil presented 
»y me from the Post Office Committee, two or 
three weeks ago, to pay the contractors of the 
Post Office Department, I am informed that the 
Post Office Department is now receiving revenue 


sufficient to enable them to carry the mails with- | 


out pecuniary distress, and they are constantly 
receiving at the Department the thanks of the con- 


tractors for assisting in procuring the passage of | 


that law. Many of them have been saved from 
bankruptey; or, if not from bankruptcy, at least 
from great loss. ‘The Department has been able to 
meet its liabilities to nearly all its contractors ex- 


cept the railroad companies, and they can afford 
to wait until the passage of the regular appropri- 
ation bill. 


The gentleman from North Carolina will re- || 


member that, early after the organization of the 
House, a bill was passed making appropriation for 
the service of the Post Office Department up to 
the 31st of December last, thus wiping out all in- 
debtedness of the Government-to the contractors 
up to that time. There is only one quarter’s pay 
, due now, which is that due on the Ist of April. 
The compensation of these contractors is not com- 
pelled to be paid until sixty days after the expi- 
ration of the quarter. If the contractors receive 
their pay within sixty days after the expiration 


of the quarter, they are considered as receiving it || 
in time; and the bill which I reported, and which | 


both branches of Congress passed so unanimods- 
ly, allowing the Department to use the net income 


for the last quarter in the payment of transporta- | 


tion expenses, enabled them to pay many of the 


contractors promptly at the close of the quarter | 


instead of waiting forthe sixty days’ grace. We 
_ ask your favorable consideration now to this prop- 
_osition. The difference between the people of the 

States and thé people of Pike’s Peak in this regard 
| is, that the people of Pike’s Peak are now with- 
| out mail facilities, without any mail service what- 
ever under the Post Office Department; and the 
| Department has no authority to establish such 

service until an pepropeseiiee for it has been made 
, by Congress. With this fact, undenied and undeni- 
able, let us remember that they are American citi- 
zens, entitled to be cared for in our legislation— 
men who are separated by a long distange from 


whom the benefits of mail facilities will be more 

valuable than even to our constituents who are 

surrounded by their families at home. I trust, 

| therefore, that we shall, in our legislation, prove 

| that we remember them and their wants and in- 
terests. I ask now for a vote upon the motion 

| to suspend the rules, so that the bill may be re- 

|| ported to the House and considered now. 

| Mr. BRANCH. I wish to ask the gentleman 

|| from Indiana another question. 

| Mr. SHERMAN. 4 must object to all this 

debate upon a motion to suspend the rules. 

| Mr. BRANCH. I thought I was in order. 

| The SPEAKER. This debate has been pro- 

|| ceeding by unanimous consent, and is not in order 

| if objected to. 

| Mr. CRAWFORD. I desire, with permission 

| of the gentleman who objected to debate, to make 

| this statement. 


The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 


no one insists upon enforcing the rules, I suppose 
Ihave the right to reply to the gentleman from 
Indiana. 

Mr. BRANCH. The member from Georgia 
| is a member of the Committee of Ways and 
| Means, and had, of right, preference over me 
|| upon this question. I hope no one will object to 
|| his making a statement. 
|| Mr. CRAWFORD. The state of the case as 


‘| now presented by the gentleman from Indiana, 


Ir »ropo- || alters my original purpose to this extent: I will 
sition of the gentleman from Indiana to bring in | 


give way for a suspension of the rules and the 
'| introduction of the gentleman’s bill, having the 
|| assurance of gentlemen upon the other side 





| Mr. CRAWFORD. My object was to obtain 
| from the party friends of the gentleman from In- 
diana 

Mr. SHERMAN, I objected to the 





| 
jection. 


ntleman 
|| from North Carolina proceeding, and [ must in- 
|| sist on my objection against the gentleman from 
|| Georgia. — 
| 
| 





Mr. BRANCH. The gentleman from Ohio need 


not be embarrassed in consequence of having ob- 


|| jected to my proceeding. ‘The gentleman from 
|| Georgia is a member of the Committee of Ways 
|| and Means, and I hope he will be allowed to wake 
|| his statement... 

Mr. COLFAX. I believe the gentleman from 
Georgia and I understand each other. The gen- 
tleman does not object to the introduction of the 


j 
| 





|] ment. 


| Mr. CRAWFORD. I could have avoided any 
difficulty in reference to the matter if I could have 


| been allowed to make a statement. 


those who are near and dear to them, and to | 


| Mr. CRAWFORD. I understand that; but if 
| 
i 


| ‘Mr. SHERMAN. I must insist upon my ob- 


bill, and I agree to allow him to offer his amend- 


| Mr. SHERMAN. I object to further d 
|| There being no objection to the introd 
, the bill, 

Mr. COLFAX, from the Committee on 
Post Office and Post Roads, reported une 
| furnish additional mail facilities; which wan” 

a first and second time. oe Tea, 

The bill was read. It appropriates 40 
|| be placed at the disposal of the Posteo . 
| eral for mail service over the new post rout i. 
| western Kansas, authorized by the act of Ma ry 
‘| 27, 1860. Ta 
| Mr. COLFAX. I now call the previous guys 
|| tion, with the understanding that the gentlemay 
|| from Georgia may offer the amendme er 
| fr g y mendment he de. 
sires. e : 
Mr. CRAWFORD. My amendment is to pro. 
vide that the sum of $400,000 be appropriated for 
the purpose of putting mail service on the routes 
established in 1858. The Committee of Ways 
and Means I believe, unanimously recommended 
the appropriation of this money. : 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. Must not 
that bill go to the Committee of the Whole? 

Mr. COLFAX. The rules were suspended to 
enable the Huuse to consider the bill now. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. The ry}. 
was suspended for the purpose of allowing the 
| gentleman to report the bill, but not for the pur. 

pose of taking it out of the jurisdiction of the 
Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. COLFAX. The gentleman from Pony. 
| sylvania did not hear me, I presume. I stated dis. 
tinetly, that I moved to suspend the rules for the 
purpose of reporting the bill and putting it on its 
|| passage. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. The rule 
was suspended for the purpose of receiving the 
bill. The gentlemay could not move atthe same 
time to suspend two rules. I insist that the bil 
must go to the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The general Post Office ap- 

ropriation bill is now in the Committee of the 

hole, and I hope will pass during the present 
week. I think these appropriations properly 
belong in that bil]. I see no feason, therefore, 
for passing these appropriations in advance. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. The bill is before the 
House; and I understand the gentleman from 
Indiana to accept the amendment f have offered. 

Mr. C PAK, I had no right to accept the 
gentlemafes amendment. 1 stated that | would 
vote for it. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. I suppose there will be no 
objection to its being conetdared as accepted. 

r. COLFAX. I have none. I will state that 
the money appropriated by the amendment of the 
gentleman from Georgia 1s for placing mail ser- 
vice upon new routes all over the country, estab- 
lished by the last Congress. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. I make my 
point of order. The rules were only suspended 
to receive the bill. It is received, and | now in- 
sist that, under the_rules, it must have its first 
consideration in the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, because it makes an appro- 
priation. There has been no suspension of the 
rule which requires it to go to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understood the 
motion of the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Cot- 
Fax] to be, that the rules be* suspended for the 
purpose of taking the bill up and considering !t. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. There has 
not been a word of the bill read. Not a man in 
the House knew what it provided. In the name 
of conscience, how could the rule be suspended 
which required it to go to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, when nota word 
of the bill was read to the House, so that the 
House could tell what it was for? : 

Mr. COLFAX. My friend from Pennsylvania 
was not listening. The letter of the Postmastt 
General was read first, and afterwards both the 
gentleman from Georgia (Mr. Crawrorp) and 
mysclf spoke on the subject, and stated the con 
tents of the bill. When I moved to suspend the 
rules, it was for the purpose of taking up the bill 
and considering it. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. | seldom 
listen tospeeches. Lalways listen to the bills, trom 
which I can fiud out something, while I seldom 
ever can from speeches. 

Mr. COLFAX. I do listen to speeches, an 
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es made by the gentlemen from Pennsylvania 
ways jearn something from them. 
. Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. I make the point 
chat it was not competent for the gentleman from 
Indiana to include in one motion a suspension 
fthe rules to take a bill up, and also a suspen- 
sion of the rule which requires that a bill making 
- ap ropriation must have its first consideration 
a the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
he Union. 
tO OT COLFAX. It is done every Monday. 

Mr. CRAIGE, of North Carolina. I called for 
adivision, but | was not recognised. 
" The SPEAKER. The Chair did not hear the 
the call for a division. It has been repeatedly the 
yaetice for motions to suspend the rules to take 
‘) and consider a bill just as it has been done in 
this instance; and the Chair thinks that in any 
event the objection to the motion comes too late. 
The bill is before the House for its action. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. I move the amendment to 
it have indicated. 

The Clerk read the amendment, as follows: 


At the end of the bill, add as follows : 
‘A sum of $400,000 is hereby appropriated, to be applied 


on such of the new routes established by the act, entitled 
«An act to establish post routes,” approved June 11, 1858, 
as the Postmaster General inay deem advisable. 

Mr. COLFAX. [understand that that provis- 
ion is reported unanimously by the Committee of 
Ways and Means. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. I will state that the amend- 
ment is in the exact language of the Dill which has 
been reported by the Committee of Ways and 
Means to this House, and which will be put upon 
its passage at the earliest possible period. If the 
bill of the gentleman from Indiana is to pass, giv- 
ing mail facilities to these people at Pike’s Peak, 
| think that itis nothing but what is due to the 
members of the House who have in their districts 
mail routes upon which no service has been put, 
for want of means, that they shall have this 
amount of $409,000, for the purpose of enabling 
the Postmaster General to put service upon these 
routes, 

Mr.COLFAX. I demand the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 

The amendment was agreed to; and then the 


bill, as amended, was ordered to be engrossed | 


and read a third time;and being engrossed, it was 
accordingly read the third time. 

Mr. COLFAX. I demand the previous ques- 
tion on the passage of the bill. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered; and under the operation 
thereof the bill was passed. 


Mr. COLFAX moved to reconsider the vote | 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved | 


that the motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


PRESIQENT’S PROTEST. 


Mr. HICKMAN. I call up the resolution re- 
ported by the Committee on the Judiciary, which 
was postponed until to-day. It is the resolution 
in reference to the President’s protest. 

Mr. BURNETT. [ would ask the gentleman 


from Pennsylvania to permit me to move that the | 


further consideration of that subject be postponed 
until the Sth day of May-next. 

When the question was up a few days since, 
and this side of the House was ready to proceed 
'o its discussion, it was postponed in order to ac- 
commodate gentlemen; and I only suggest that it 
be further postponed. The resolution of the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary will give rise to some dis- 
cussion. I desire to discuss it myself. I am 
compelled to leave the city to-morrow, and I know 
that there are other mesliicheen witltwhom I have 
conversed, and who state their wish to discuss 
the resolution, As there is no practical legisla- 
“lon growing out of the resolution, [ appeal to the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania to agree to the post- 
ponement I have proposed. 

Mr. HICKMAN. I think, Mr. Speaker, that 

ave shown a disposition this morning to ac- 
commodate gentlemen upon this floor. Iam will- 
ng sull further to accommodate them, if I am able 
. do so. 1 am willing to-accede in part to what 

® gentleman from Kentucky desires. 1 would 
“1y that this matter should postponed until 
6 ower »the Ist day of May. There is no special 

der for that day, and I think that will accom- 
modate the gentleman. 
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Committee of Ways and Means a joint resolu- 
tion to provide for the expenses of investigating 
committees, 

The resolution, which was read, appropriates 
the sum of $48,000 for the payment of expenses 
of the several investigating committees of the 
House of Representatives during the present ses- 
sion,and adds the same to the miscellaneous items 
of the contingent fund of the House, 

Mr. CRAWFORD. I desire to say thatwhen 
that question was considered in the committee, I 
was opposed to it; but I will not object to it now, 
provided the gentleman from Ohio will give us the 

eas and nays upon the passage of the resolution. 

voted originaliy against these investigating com- 
mittees, because I knew that the expenses would 
be very great, and that the result would not be a 
benefit to the country. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I have no objection to the 
yeas and nays being taken. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I desire to ask the gentleman 
from Ohio whether he proposes this sum as a suf- 
ficient amount to cover the expenses of these com- 
mittees, or whether it is only the first installment? 

Mr. SHERMAN. All a say is, that the 
committee would not make an appropriation until 
we received a letter from the chairman of each of 
the committees giving us an estimate of the amount 
they supposed necessary to enable them to com- 
the political conventions, which || plete the services upon which they are engaged. 
are shortly to be held, will be over? I imagine Those letters are with the papers I have sent up 
that there will be no time during those conven- || to the Clerk’s desk. * 
tions when there will not be a large number of Mr. WINSLOW. I hope those letters will be 
members absent. As no practical legislation is || read. 
called for, and as it is desirable for various rea- The Clerk read the following letters: 
sons that there should be an understanding on Orrice or THe House of RerReseNTATIVES, 
this question, I suggest, if it suits the views of Wasutnaton, April 10, 1860. 
gentlemen, that no vote shall be taken on the res- ont ee seamieaied fp bate pat Ain ery neon 
olution until after the political conventions have sentatives, by adding thereto the sum of $48,000, for the 
been held. purpose of defraying the expenses of the several investi- 

*Mr.HICKMAN. Thegentleman from North || gating cumantanse met ore oy ie Rome - paces 

ere : oon : Sebutn “ 3, a3 wi ; 

Carolina will see that it isimpossible to accede to || ere een a eee ee ot herewith tranenitee 
such a request. If this resolution should be laid Very respectfully, J. W. FORNEY, 
over untilafter all the conventions have been held, Clerk of the House of Representatives. 
that would throw it over to the close of the ses- || Hon. Joun Suenman, chairman of the Committee of Ways 
sion, when it would be almost impossible to con- and Means. 

sider it. ay 


Mr. BRANCH. The gentleman does not un- Commitree Room, &c., April 5, 1860. 





Mr. BURNETT. I have no objection to that. 

Mr. HICKMAN. The discussion will extend 
beyond one day, and the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky will then have an opportunity to make his 
remarks on the question. I move that the further 
consideration of the resolution be postponed until 
the Ist day of May next. 

Mr. BRANCH. Mr. Speaker, as a good many 
of us will be absent, more or less, for the next 
two or three weeks, I appeal to the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania to tell us, as it may be neces- 
sary to enable us to govern our movements, 
whether it is his purpose to call for the previous 
question on the resolution at any fixed time? I 
ask the gentleman whether he has given that fact 
consideration, and whether he has determined 
upon the day when the vote shall be taken? 

Mr. HICKMAN, I reply to the gentleman 
that it is my disposition to allow a reasonable dis- 
cussion of the resolution. I will not call the pre- 
vious question—at least, such is my present de- 
termination—for two or three days. I propose to 
allow ample time for discussion. I cannot say 
how long I will be disposed to leave discussion 
open, but there will be sufficient time allowed for 
discussion. 

Mr. BRANCH. Will it suit the views of the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania to say that he will 
not call for the prver question on the resolu- 


derstand me. I do not propose that the consider- 
ation of the resolution. shall be postponed until 


| the time I have named, bat only that a vote shall 


not be taken upon the resolution until then. The 
House can go on and debate the resolution when- 
ever it pleases. I do not prg@pose to prevent that. 
I ask that there shall be a general understanding 
that the vote shall not be taken until after the con- 
ventions. 

Mr. HICKMAN. The postponement of this 
resolution until Tuesday, the Ist day of May next, 
gives all the gentlemen who intend to visit Charles- 
ton an opportunity to return in time for the dis- 
cussion of the resolution. It is my desire that 
they shall have that opportunity, and it is for that 
purpose I have made the motion to postpone. I 
think that the gentleman from North Carolina 
will see that he can return by that time; and if the 
discussion is allowed to remain open for two or 
three days, it will afford gentlemen all the facilities 
they ought toask. I could not possibly say that 
this discussion should remain open for two or 
three weeks after the lst day of May. I think it 
would be impolitic that such should be the determ- 
ination, 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question sees to be put; and, under the 
operation thereof, the further consideration of the 
report was postponed until Tuesday, the Ist day 
of May next. 

Mr. HICKMAN moved to reconsider the vote 
last taken; and also moved to lay the motion to 
reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


PUBLIC LAND TO MISSISSIPPI. 


Mr. SINGLETON, by. unanimous consent, 
introduced a bill to amend an actentitled ‘‘An act 





| mileage, traveling expenses,” 


Sir: Lam directed by Hon. Joun Covope, chairman of 
select committee, &c., in reply to your letter, addressed to 
him, of date March 31, 1860, in relation to * the probable 
amount of expenses your rr committee may incur for 

c., to inform you that the 
amount of $15,000 will probably be needed for the above 
purposes. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servont, 

WILLIAM BLAIR LORD 
Slenographer and clerk of select committee, ¥c. 
To Hon. Joun W. Forney, Clerk of House of Represent- 
atives. 


House or ReEpresenTATIveEs, 
Wasuinoton, .fpril 6, 1860. 
Str: In reply to your communication of the 3lst ultimo, 
desiring an estimate of the probable amount the Committee 
on Public Expenditures may require during the Thirty- 


| Sixth Congress for traveling expenses, mileage, &c., 1 have 


the honor to state that, in consequence of the large number 
of witnesses to be summoned from a distance, to give evi- 
dence in relation to the Utah war contracts and the gene- 
ral abuses alleged to exist in the War Department, the sum 
of $12,500 may be required. 

Yours, truly, JOHN B. HASKIN, Chairman, §c. 
Hon. J. W. Forney, Clerk, §c. 


Commitree Room, April 4, 1860. 
Sir: In reply to yours of the 3lst, I have to state that the 
probable amount of expenses that may be incurred for mile- 
age, traveling, &c., in the investigating committee of which 
Lam chairman, will not exceed the sum of $3,000. 
Lam yours, &c., Cc. B. HOARD. 
Hion. J. W. Forney, Clerk. 


Cuierx’s Orrice, House or Representatives, 
March 31, 1860. 
Sir: Will you be pleased to estimate the probable amount 
of expenses your committee may incur for mileage, travel- 
ing expenses, &c., and inform me at your earliest conve- 
nience, in order that I may report to the Committee of 
Ways and Means for an appropriation, no funds being in 
my hands at present to meet said ¢ xpenses. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant 
J J. W. FORNEY, Clerk. 
Hon. Tuomas J. Barr, chairmun select committee to in- 
vestigate McIntyre, Bizley § Co’s contract. 
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ranting public lands in alternate sections to the | nditil Ge Ghtit dirdidivis. 
swe of Mississippi, to aid in the construction of | ; "April 5, 1860. 
railroads, and other purposes;’’ approved August | In reply te the within, I think the expenses will not 
11, 1856; which was read a first and second time, |) exceed $7,500. : / 
and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. Yours respectfully. THOMAS J. BARR. 


Mr. Joun W. Forney, Clerk. 
EXPENSES OF INVESTIGATING COMMITTEES. | No objection being made to the introduction of 


Mr. SHERMAN. I desire to report from the || the resolution, it was read a first and second time, 





ee 


LSPs 3. 
oe 


at 
paeertteg o~ 
a ee 


ae 


Sea ANTE eS 
ee Te 


ns 


LSU See ee 
et Bee 9 me tee 
i a Bee) le 








hae 


a TS 


va 


Se ee - oy arenes 
wu nD Seah on 


be ae 
ce 


rene 


Eee 


ee ot 


em. 


se Ree 


ai 


Om ee ley 


oS es 





The resolution was ordered to be engrossed and 
rend a third time; and being engrossed, it was ac- 
cordingly read the third time. 

Mr. CRA W FORD demanded the yeas and nays 
upon thespassage of the resolution. 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
tine affirmative—yeas 99, nays 55; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Green Adams, Adrain, Aldrich Alley, 
William C. Anderson, Ashley, Beale, Bingham, Blair, 
Blake, Bouligny, Brayton, Briggs, Bristow, Buffinton, Barn- 
ham, Butterfield, Campbell, Case, Colfax, Conkling, Cor- 
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win, Covode, Curtis, H. Winter Davis, Delang, Duell, | 


Dunn; Edwards, Eliot, Ely, Etheridge, Farnsworth, Fos- | 


ter, Frank, French, Goueh, Hale, Hamilton, J. Morrison 
Harris, Hatton, Helmick, Hoard, Hutchins, Irvine, Junkin, 
William Keliogg, Kenyon, Kilgore, DeWitt C. Leach, 
Loomis, Lovejoy, Mallory, Marston, Maynard, McKean, 
McKnight, McPherson, Millsom, Millward, Laban T. 


Moore, Moorhead, Edward Joy Morris, Isaac N. Morris, | 


Morse, Nelson, Olin, Perry, Pettit, Porter, Pottle, Rice, 


Riggs, Christopher Robinson, Schwartz, Scranton, Sedg- | 


wick, Sherman, William N. H. Smith, Somes, Spaulding, 
Spinner, Stanton, Stevens, Stratton, Tappan, Thayer, 
‘Tompkins, Trimble, Vandever, Verree, Waldron, Walton, 
Israel Washburn, Webster, Wells, Wilson, Windom, and 
W oodruff—99, 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Thomas L. Anderson, Ashmore, 
Avery, Barrett, Bonham, Burnett, Carter, John B. Clark, 
Cobb, John Cochrane, Burton Craige, Crawford, Curry, 
Hdinundson, Florence, Gartrell, Wardeman, John T. Harris, 
Hoiman, Houston, Howard, Hughes, Jackson, Jenkins, 
Jones, Kunkel, Larrabeé, James M. Leach, Leake, Logan, 
Love, Maclay, Charles D. Martin, MeQueen, McRae, Syd- 
enlam Moore, Noell, Pendleton. Pugh, Quarles, Reagan, 


venson, Stokes, Stout, Thomag, Vallandigham, Vance, and 
W inslow—55. 

So the resolution was passed. 

During the call, 

Mr. McPHERSON stated that Mr. Kirumcer 
was paired off with Mr. Waicurt. 

Mr. SHERMAN moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the resolution was passed; and also 


moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the | 


table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


MESSAGE FROM TILE PRESIDENT. 


A message was received from the President of | 


the United States, by Mr. James Buocnanan, his 
Private Secretary, informing the House that the 
President did, on the 13th instant, approve and 


sign a bill (H.R. No. 31) for the relief of Charles | 


Knap. 
APPROPRIATION BILLS. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Before submitting a motion 
that the House resolve itself into the Committee of 
the Whole House on the state ofthe Union, to allow 
gentlemen to discuss general topics, I desire to 
say, that there are three bills in the Committee of 


the Whole, each of which is pressing: one, the | 


deficiency bill, in which are several items of im- 
portance; another, the consular bill; andanother, 
the Military Academy bill; and I give notice that 


to-morrow I shall endeavor to bring them up for | 
action in the Committee of the Whole on the state | 


of the Unfon. 
PRINTING OF A PAPER. 
Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. 


| 


| to the United States district court for the 


. | trict of Michigan, setting fo ° i 
Ruflin, Scott, Sickles, Simms, Singleton, Stallworth, Ste- || rict of Mich pan, setting forth the nature of their 
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to the et Committee, and that committec 
reported back the bill immediately, with a recom- 
mendation that itdo pass. ‘The report of the Sen- 
ate committee is simply in these words: 


“That on examination of the titles filed by the memo- 
rialists, your committee is satisfied of the authenticity of 
the titles and of their legal validity. They form a complete 
chain, emanating directly from the King; and your commit- 
tee would feel no hesitation in recommending the confirm- 
ation, but for the fact of a former adverse report from a 
cominittee of the Senate. The extent of land claimed is 
large, adverse rights have grown up, and certain questions 
which the committee would be disposed to decide in favor 
of the memorialists are determined adversely to theif pre- 
tensions in the former report alluded to. 

* Under,the circumstances, the committee believe that 
justice would be done by allowing the memorialists to as- 
sert their tite in an action at law or in eqgity against the 
Government; and they respectfully recommend the passage 
of the accompanying bill for that purpose. 

“The memorialists having expressed a willingness to 
take other lands in the place of those now in the possession 
of adverse claimants, the committee ajso report a provision 
by which, in the event of the success of the memorialists 
in their suit against the Government, parties in possession 
shall be protected, and the memorialists authorized to enter 
other lands in the place of those now held by third per- 


| sons.’? 


Mr. BURNETT. Let the bill be read. 

The bill, which was read, authorizes the legal 
representatives of the Sieur de Bonne and of the 
Chevalier de Repentigny to present their petition 
dis- 





claim to certain land at the Sault Ste. Marie, in the 
State of Michigan, wnder an alleged grant, 1750, 
from the Governor and lieutenant general, and 
from the intendant general of New France, now 
Canada, with evidence in support of their claim, 


| stating the names, as near as may be, of all per- 


sons claiming adversely, and praying that the va- 
lidity of the title may be inquired into and decided 
under the laws of nations, the laws, usages, and 
customs of the country from which the same was 
derived, and the treaties and laws of the United 
States; and authorizes the said court to examine 
the same, and, in adjudicating the question of the 
validity of the title as against the United States, 
to be governed by the laws of nations and of the 
country from which the title was derived, and also 


| by the principles, so far as they are applicable, 


which are recognized in the act of Congress z 


proved the 26th of May, 1824, “enabling the 


| claimants to lands within the limits of the State of 


| by the claimants or the United 
| preme Court of the United States within one year 
| from the date of the rendition of the decree of the 
| district court aforesaid. 


I ask the | 


unanimous consent of the House to have printed | 


an amendment which I propose to the amend- | 
ment of the gentleman from Louisiana (Mr. Tar- 
Lor] to the bill providing for the better security | 


of passengers on board of vessels propelled in 
whole or in part by steam. 

No objection being made, the amendment was 
ordered to be printed. 


NATIONAL FOUNDERY. 


Mr. WEBSTER, by unanimous consent, in- 
troduced a bill to provide for the appointment of 
a commission to ascertain and recommenda proper 
site for a national foundery; which was read a first 
and second time, and referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. 


SIBUR DE BONNE AND OTHERS. 
Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I ask the unan- 


imous consent of the House_to discharge the 
Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar 
from the further consideration of Senate bill No. 
92, and that it be put upon its passage. 
bill to authorize the courts to adjudicate the claim 
of the legal representatives of the Sieur de Bonne 
and of the Chevalier de Repentigny, to certain 
lands at the Sault St. Marie, in the State of Mich- 
igan. It has the Senate several times; but 
it has never been reached in the House. The bill 
docs not appropriate money. It has been referred 


It is a | 


Missouri and Territory of Arkansas to institute 
proceedings and try the validity ofthe same;”’ and 
directs the district attorney to proceed, in defense 


of the interests of tha@United States, in all things’ 


as required and directed by the act of 26th May, 
1824; provided, that the suit shall be instituted by 
the claimants within two years from the passage 
of the act, and that an appeal may be taken, either 
tates, to the Su- 


The bill further provides that in the case of a 
final decision under this act against the validity 
of the said claim, or in case of the failure of claim- 
ants to prosecute it within the period specified, 
the-said claim shall be held forever barred, both 


| in law and equity; but in the case of a final decrec 


in favor of the validity of the grant, it shall not 


| be construed to affect or in any way impair any 


adverse sales, claims, or other rights which have 
been recognized by the United States within the 
limits of the said claim, or which, under any law 
of the United States, may have heretofore been 
brought to the notice of the land commissioners 
or of the land officers in Michigan, or any of the 


_ land granted to the State of Michigan, or occupied 


| 
| 
| 
1] 


i 
| 


1} 
i} 


by it, for the Sault Ste. Marie canal, its tow-path 
and appurtenances; but for the area of any such 
adverse claims the legal representatives of the said 
De Bonne and Repentigny shall reecive from the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office war- 
rants authosining, baw or their assigns to enter 
any other lands belonging to the United States, 
and subject to entry at private sale at $1 25 per 
acre, which warrants shall be for sections or legal 
subdivisions of sections, at the option of the par- 
ties entitled to receive them. 

Mr. BURNETT. I understand this bill was 
reported from the Judiciary Committee. Was it 


a unanimous rt? 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I am not advised 
as to that. The chairman of the committee will 
be able to answer. 
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Mr. BURNETT. It seems 
this Jength, without conside 
be passed; and it is extraordinary to as 
it upon its passage under such circumsta 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE, The most 
thing in the world; and in my judgme: 
be most extraordinary if not asked. 

Mr. BURNETT. I will agree with the 
man in that remark, if he will confine ; 
other side of the House; but if he spea 
side of the House, I say it is mostext 
for a Democrat to ask it. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I have not much 
to respond to my friend in that regard; byt }. 
will allow me to suggest, that while it is oicare 
edged that my friend is an active and faithfy! e 
tinel at the door of the Treasury, he may ai 
times err in his zeal to protect the public interest 
We ask for no appropriation; we ask sim nly fos 
that which is right, and which is approved by - 
Judiciary Committee of the Senate and the Judi- 
ciary Committee of the House. It isaright moy. 
ing upon title, examined by lawyers whose opin- 
ion is before the House. In order to assert this 
title, and to remedy the wrong of this case, it is 
proposed that, should the judgment of the Supreme 
Court of the United States be in favor of the claim. 
ants, none of the area of the original land claimed 
shall be recovered by the parties; but that they 
may locate an cqual amount of land at $1 95 per 
acre from the public domain, in lieu of those very 
valuable lands covered by the title, in the State 
of Michigan. I am informed, and I believe cor. 
rectly, that thete is no objection to the bill upon 
the part of the Representatives in this House from 
the State of Michigan. 

Mr. BURNETT. This bill is not yet before 
the House, and I rose simply to ask the chairman 
of the Committee on the Judiciary whether this 
bill was reported back with the unanimous con- 
sent of that committee? 

Mr. HICKMAN. I cannot, perhaps, return 
an answer directly to the gentleman’s point. So 
far as my recollections extends, no objection was 
made to the bill in the Judiciary Committee, | 
believe it did pass that committee unanimously, 
I examined the case myself, and recommended its 
passage before the committee. My opinion of 
the bill coincides exactly with that given by the 

ntleman from New York, who has brouglit the 

ill to the notice of the House. 

The claimants propose, in case of proof of the 
title of the land in Michigan, that they will not 
claim the lands now occupied, but will take other 
lands of the United States unoccupied, at the rate 
of $1 25 per acre. That is the substance of the 
whole bill. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. Is it spe- 
cifically provided in the bill, that in no event, if 
they recover, shall they enforce that recovery ex- 
cept by this commutation ? 

Mr. HICKMAN. The pfovision of the bill, 
as I understand it, is, that in no case shall 7 
claim possession of the land over which their al- 
leged title extends, but that they shall take other 
lands in lieu thereof, now unsettled, at the rate of 
$1 25 per acre. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. I shall not, 
then, object to the bill, but shall vote for it, more 

articularly because one gentleman upon the 

Mocratic side, for once, proposes to do justice. 
{Laughter. 

Mr. BURNETT. In response to the remark 
of the gentleman from New York, in reference ‘0 
my action, I only desire to say, that there are not 
a dozen men in this House who understand the 
provisions of this bill. This is a proposition 
take up a bill with half a dozen or more sections 
in it fixing the rules of evidence which are to gov- 
ern and control the action of the courts of the 
country, and to put it upon its passage without 4 
dozen gentlemen understanding it. However just 
aclaim may be, that is an objectionable course 0 

rocedure. I shall not, however, object to the 
bit, taking the word of the gentleman from New 
York, and of the chairman of the Judiciary Com- 
mittee, that it is right. ar 

Mr. LEACH, of Michigan, I wish simply 
say in this matter, that the claim referred to in the 
bill is located in my district. I have examine 
the bill very carefully, and I see nothing objec- 
tionable in it. I believe the rights of my const 
uents are carefully guarded, as well as the righ's 

ill simply refers the 
ofall other persons. The bill simply r 
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a ver back to the courts to ascertain whether the || of both eyes and deafness of both ears, renderiiig || to take from the Speaker's table the bill of the 
bill of ae have a valid claim or not. I can see no || him entirely helpless. Senate (No. 344) to amend an act entitled ** An 
NOt to ore to it. Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. I hope the House || act to amend an act to establish a criminal court 
to put One JOHN COCHRANE. [I ask that the bill | will indulge me a moment, while I state the merits | in the District of Columbia,’’ and to put it upon 
es, em upon its passage. uF 4s of the case. [Many voices, ‘ There is no objec- || its passage. I have been called on by one of the ae 
linary ee hill was ordered to be read a third time; || tion to the bill.” || justices of the circuit court, who says the passage K a 
Would i ie accordingly read the thigd time, and Mr. STANTON. Has this bill been before any | of son bill like this is absolutely necessary to it i 4 

an ‘d. | of the standing committees of the House ? || the administration of criminal law in the District. BI Wie 
entle. Pt JOHN COCHRANE moved to reconsider Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. Ithas been before || Mr. CARTER. I would inquire if that bill is art 
to the, re by which the bill was passed; and also | the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and has been || on the Private Calendar ? : rhe 
of this the satel the motion to reconsider on the || reported back. Mr. HUGHES. lt is not; it is on the Speak- PS 
linary we ° G he Committee of the Whole House was dis- || er’s table. It is absolutely necessary to provide Se 

M The latter motion was agreed to. | charged from the further consideration of the bill, } for the case of the inability of the judge of the ve’ 
much FOR RECESS | and the House proceeded to consider it. The |) criminal court to perform his duties. HP: 
ut he a question being on ordering the bill toa third read- || ‘The bill was read at length. the 
now]. Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois, obtained the floor. ing, | Mr. STANTON. Do 1 understand that bill sea 
il sen- Mr. BONHAM. I rise to a privileged ques- Mr. COBB. I would like to inquire how it is that || has been investigated by any committee of this a} 
a tion, [send to the Clerk’s desk a resolution to |; the pension is raised to sixteen dollars per month? |} House ? eae 
terest be read. Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. I hope the House | Mr. HUGHES. It has not. i 
ay for The resolution was read, a3 follows: will listen to me a single moment. I will not tres- || Mr. STANTON. Well, Mr. Speaker, it seems ‘ 
»y the Whereas, this House, on the 2ist day of February, 1860, || pass on its indulgence by asking to have all the || to me thisis rather too loose a way of doing busi- #8 4 
Judi- resolved that the superintendent of the Capitol extension || papers read. This is a case of extraordinary | ness. Here is a bill, which, if I understand it 7 
| mov. ie directed to remove the present benches from the Hall 


merit. The petitioner is now in this city, entirely || from the reading, is to remodel the whole system 


 Optn- destitute of means. 


and replace the old chairs and desks, adopting substantially 























rt thi the original arrangement thereof; bat having regard to any | stitt He resides in the State of | of administration of the criminal law which has i : 
af ae redaction of space occupied by them without interfering | Illinois, where he has a wife and four children to || been in force in this District for the last twenty } 

’ a ig with the convenience of Pe comagnewh + Teensters. || support.. The Surgeon General of the Army, the || years, without reference and without considera- Ra 
oo Resloet, Tow) tilt Teesday, theta aay of May oes | professor of the Medical College in this city, and || tion, [submit that the bill should go to the Com- LF 
aoe po ont the foregoing saaiietieed come be Gansied into | other physicians, have certified that this man’s || mittee on the svenery. 
a effect, and that a message be sent to the Senate, asking || blindness and deafness were occasioned by the | Mr. HUGHES. The gentleman misappre- wt 
25 mi their consent to such adjournment. wound he received at the battle of Buena Vista. |; hends the character of the bill. It is not to effect att 
“ ota Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. Is that a privileged It is a case of peculiar and extraordinary merit. || a reorganization of the criminal court in any shape BY 

St 2 yestion ? | Regarding it in that light, the Committee on In- || or form. It is simply a provision for the admin- ; 
ec a . The SPEAKER. The Chair does not suppose valid Pensions, which reported the bill back by || istration of the criminal law, in case of the ina- 
wpe that it is such a resolution as would authorize the || mistake, have authorized me to say to the House |) bility of the judge of the criminal court to dis- é 
oftom gentleman to take the floor from the gentleman || that they have agreed unanimously to recommend || charge his duties, by one of the judges of the 

° from Illinois. that the pension shall be raised to twenty-five dol- || cireuit court. : , | 
I erstood the Chair this || lars per month, instead of the eight dollars per |} Mr. STANTON. The first section of the bill 
before Mr. BBNHAM. un ig E e 
irene morning to rule that a similar resolution was a || mont which he has been drawing. We have || repeals the law of 839. : ~ 
er this privileged question. numerous precedents for this, where, in cases of Mr. HUGHES. It only repeals two sections 3 
8 con- ~ Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. This resolution em- | merit, pensions have been allowed, ranging from || of that act having reference to the holding ot the : F 
braces other matter. | fifteen to thirty dollars per month. And if there || criminal court in case of the disability of the judge i 
return The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Illinois ever ye a case — required an increase of pen- wo ahaa ae sa ene poannge - - 
t. So had the floor, and it cannot be taken from him. sion, this is Such acase. il 1S almost indispensable. P Ses 
Mr. MORRIS. of Illinois. 1 re to dischare This man has come a distance of seventeen or || criminal court for the District commences on Mon- 
mn was Mr. ] , Of Illinois. 1 move todischarge || . ; or =. 
ee, | the Committee of jhe Whole House on the Pri- eighteen hundred miles, to present his case to || day of next week, and the criminal business of 
oualy vate Calendar from the further consideration of || Congress; and he supposed, until the bill reached || the court.cannot be transacted unless this bill is 
hed ite Sonate bill No, 228, and to put it upen its passage the House, that the Senate had allowed him more || passed. The jail is full, and gentlemen will see 
ion of = ee "|| than sixteen dollars per month. rm the urgent necessity there is for the adoption of 
by the REGIMENT FOR TEXAS. I therefore move to amend the bill by striking || some measure to facilitate the administration of (, . 
rht the Mr. REAGAN. (I have felt very anxious for || out the word ‘ sixteen,’’ and inserting in lieu || criminal justice. ns : 
; some time past to get up a bill of very great im- || thereof, the words*‘twenty-five;’’andalsctomake || Mr.STANTON. [am perfectly willing that # 
‘of the ortance. . the increase commence from the date of the ori- |; the bifl shall be taken up and referred to the Com- i 
vill vat Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. I believe that Ihave || ginal pension, and if gentlemen want further in- || mittee on the Judiciary. sure i 
e other the floor until this matter is disposed of. formation in regard to it, [hope thatall the papers || Mr. HUGHES. If the bill is to be referred, I + 
he rate Mr. REAGAN. I was addressing the House. || in the case ey be read. I think, however, that || suppose the proper committee for it to go to isthe i 
of the through the gentleman’s courtesy. I simply want | the House will be satisfied with my explanation. || Committee for the District of Columbia. It was 
to state thata bill passed the Senate several weeks I call for the previous question on my amendment. || reported from that committee in the Senate. 
it spe- ago, by which an appropriation was made to en- || Mr. STANTON. hat was the date of the r. MAYNARD. I would suggest to the 
vent, if able the Government to call into service a regi- || original pension ? gentleman that the Committee on the Judiciary 
ry “- ment of troops in Texas. It has been for a long Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. I do not recollect. || would proneoly act open the subject immediately. 
time before the Committee on Military Affairs. Not long ago. I will say that this is a very ex- Mr. HUGHES. _move to suspend the rules ' 
he bill, The condition of our State is one which, if it were || traordinary casc. I hope no objection will be || for the purpose of taking the a =P, ‘ 
I or known to the House, would, I am sure, make it | made. . . ks Lala The a wana mee Santon it mane i ~ + 
heir al- willing to act on the subject, and to tellus whether | The previous question was seconded, an the || Suspende —two thirds not having vo elor. zt 
e other Wwe may or may not expect to have the protection '| main question ordered; which was on the adop- 
f the F i || tion of the sndment DAVID A. BOKEE. 
rate of of the Federal Government for the lives and prop- |} ton re ame . h f the H Fis 
erty of our people. If there are measures of gen- | Mr. COBB called for the yeas and nays. Mr. BRIGGS. 1 ask the consent of the House . 
all not eral legislation before the House, that may as well | Mr. SHERMAN. Iam willing that the pen- || to introduce a joint resolution for the settlement of 
: be done at i weg ye l | sion shall be increased to twenty-five dollars a || the accounts of David A. Bokee, late naval officer 
t, more at one time as at another, g gentlemen | “ase , . 
on the to allow us to take up the bill making appropri- | month, but the principle of game beet for ten at og 1 lrg aoe York. a ie 
justice. ations for the Military Academy, which has on it | years to pay pensions I am opposed to. — e joint resolution was read. ‘ 
J an amendment approptiating Seer to enable the || Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. I am willing that Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I understand the 5| 
remark President to call into service a Texas regiment. It || it shall date back five years. Secretary of the Treasury has full power to settle ie 
ence to 's a matter of such pressing importance to us, and | Mr. COBB. I am opposed to going back at || the accounts of this officer, without the passage ‘ 
are not as remained over so long, that I feel satisfied that all. I call for tellers on the yeas and nays. of a special act of Congress for that purpose. 
and the the House, if it understood the pressing neces- | Mr. McQUEEN. I will vote with great cheer- || Mr. BRIGGS. Such is not the fact. The mat- 4" 
ition to tity of the case, would take up the bill and pass it. || fulness to raise the pension to twenty-five dollars | ter is a very compligated one. The Secretary of 4 
sections : || a month, but I shall certainly oppose going back. | the Treasury is an officer who has discharged all 1 
to gor- VALENTINE WEHBHEIM. || Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. Very well; I will || his duties with such fidelity that surely the gen- 
3 of the The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from '| then simply move to strike outsixteen dollars and || tleman cannot be afraid to trust the matter to him. 
thont a Illiffois yield the floor? || insert twenty-five dollars. _ ||. Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I do not object to Al 
ver just Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. No, not for that|| Mr. COBB. With that understanding, I will || having the accounts of any officer of the Govern- Bt 
purse 0 purpose. I move to discharge the Committee of | withdraw the call for the yeas and nays. ment settled, but the existing laws provide for the if 
“to the the Whole House from the further consideration || The amendment was adopted as modified. settlement of che accounts of these officers ; and if 
m New of Senate bill No, 228, for the relief of Valentine || The’ bill, as amended, was ordered to a third || unless there is some special reason why this case » 
‘y Com- ehrheim. || reading; and was accordingly read the third time, || should be made an exception to the general rule, i ' 
The bill was read. It directs the Secretary of || and passed. Br ; I shall object to the introduction of the gentle- abe 
mply to the Interior to place the name of Valentine Wehr- || Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois, moved to reconsider || man’s resolution. ity 
0 in the heim on the roll of invalid pensioners, at the rate || the vote by which the bill was passed; and also Mr. BRIGGS. I will state that the law does bi 
amine of sixteen dollars per month, from and after the || moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the table. not provide for a case of this kind. : i, 
» objec * of January, 1860. | The latter motion was agreed to. : 1 poe of Poe. I me object. pe fl 
constit- report ‘ ‘ition- r. . I move to suspend the rules. HM} 
waehi cr Was ptoieie naralbal vege yang! a ober CRIMINAL COURT OF THE DISTRICT. The question was taken; and shesmies were not f 
fers the ena Vista, and that the wound caused blindness | Mr. HUGHES. I ask the consent of the House || suspended—two thirds not voting therefor. iM 
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EIGUTH CENSUS. 
Mr. HICKMAN. I ask the consent of the 


House to report, from the Committee on the Ju- 


diciary, a bill to enable the Secretary of the Inte- | 


rior to organize the census office, with a view to 
putting it on ils passage, 

The bill was read by its title, as follows: 

A bill to amend an act supplemental to an act 
entitled ** An act to provide for taking the seventh 
and subsequent censuses of the United States, to 
fix the number of members of the House of Rep- 
resentatives, and to provide for the future appor- 
tionment among the several States,"? approved 
May 23, 1850. 

The bill authorizes the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior, in his diseretion, to appoint, from time to 
time, such clerks of the first class as the wants of 
the service may require; and in addition, to ap- 
point ten of the second class, nine of the third 
class, and six of the fourth class. 


Mr. HICKMAN. I will state the object of this | 


bill. The Secretary of the Interior, in 1850, had 
authority only to employ clerks of the lowest 
grade, with the lowest salary ; and the consequence 
was, that he was unable to organize the census 
bureau at that rate of salary. Under that law he 


was constrained to take census clerks into the | 


Interior Department at a rateof compensation far 
beyond that contemplated by the law. In other 
words, he was constrained to resort to a ruse to 
avoid the law; fof that was the only way by which 
he could carry on the census office. 


This bill oo to allow him to appoint a | 


few clerks at a higher grade of salary than that 
allowed under the act of 1850. It is strongly rec- 
vmmended by the Secretary of the Interior; who 
represents that, unless something of the sort is 
done, it will be impossible to organize the census 
bureau. 

1 will say that my attention has been called to 
a verbal mistake which occurs in the bill. I pro- 
pose to amend it so as to provide that the Secre- 
tary of the Interior ‘* may employ,”’ &c., in- 
stead of “ shall employ.”’ 


Mr. SHERMAN. I wish to say that my at- 








0 


| 
} 





tention has been called to this subject, and that, || 


in my opinion, the whole thing is a mere scheme to 
ive higher compensation to the clerks in this office. 
Mr. HICKMAN. I wish to make a remark 
in reply to the gentleman. 


The SPEAKER. The question is net,fairly | 


under discussion at the present time. The mo- 
tion is for the suspension of the rules. 

Mr. HICKMAN. With the consent of the 
House | desire, before that motion is put, to state, 
in reply to the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Suer- 
MAN,] that the bill cannot either raise the number 
of clerks or the salaries of the clerks, for if this 
law shall not be passed, which is contemplated 


by the bill, then the Secretary of the Interior will | 


do just as he did in 1850; he wil] evade the law by 
appointing those clerks in his Department. This 
is to enable him to do properly what he otherwise 
will be compelled to do improperly. . 

Mr. PHELPS. 


If the gentleman from Penn- | 


sylvania will give me the floor for a moment, I | 
will make a statement. [ think that the gentle- | 
man, in using the word ‘‘ evade,’’ makes use, per- 


haps, of too strong language. There is an am- 
biguity in relation to the law. I was consulted 
by the Secretary of the Interior in respect to the 
difficulty which he said presented itself in exe+ 
cuting the law providing for the taking of the 
census, or rather for compiling the returns made 
of the census inthe Department of the Interior. 
As the Secretary of the Interigg construed the law, 
he thought that he had the right to employ tem- 
porary clerks in his office, snl btnienilane ¢ xem to 
the grades authorized by existing law; but the 
Committee of Ways and Means thought other- 
wise. I myself doubted the construction which 
he gave to the law; and I suggested to him that, 
as Congress was in session, he had better have 
the difficulty solved by an act of Congress. If 
the construction of the Committee of Ways and 
Means be given to the law, no clerk, except the 
superintending clerk of the census, could be em- 
ployed at a higher rate than the lowest salary 
paid for any clerical service in any of the Depart- 
ments of the Government. In employing a num- 
ber of clerks to compile the returns of the census, 
it becomes necessary to assign some person to 
take ch of a number of clerks in his division, 
who shail be responsible for the work that they 





| see a good deal of reason and justice in passing the 
| bill which is now before the 


| to the existing law; and I think that, in order to 
| avoid the exercise of a doubtful power, the bill 


| enough. 


$1,200, $1,400, and $1,600; or perhaps to $1,400, 





shall perform. That leads to the adoption of dif- 


| ferent grades of salary. 


I see no impropriety init. On thecontrary, I 
Iouse. The whole 
expense for clerical force is to be paid out of the 
appropriations for taking the census. That ap- 
propriation is $1,000,000. The bill has been ex- 
amined by the Committee on the Judiciary, with 
reference to the construction which is to be given 


ought to pass. It does not provide for the em- 
ployment of any clerks at a higher rate of salary 
than is necessary for the economical administration 
of the Department. I call for the previous question. 

Mr. SHERMAN. As I understarid it, . the 
rules have not been suspended. 

Mr. PHELPS. I thought that the bill had been 
received by unanimous consent. 

The rules were suspended; and the bill was in- 
troduced. 

Mr. HICKMAN. I demand the previous ques- 
tion. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Task the gentleman to with- | 
draw the call for the previous question, ‘so that I 
may make a statement to the House. 

Mr. HICKMAN. I withdraw for that pur- | 
pose. Let me ask what becomes of the amend- | 
ment I have suggested? 

The SPEAKER. It will be considered adopted 


by unanimous consent. 
| 





Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, Iam opposed 
to raising the salaries of these clerks. By the law 
of May 23, 1850, the maximum salary paid to 
these clerks is $1,000. In my judgment, that is 
3y the law of 1854, the salaries of the 
clerks of the various Departments were raised to 


$1,600, and $1,800. It is proposed to put the | 


| clerks in the census bureau upon a footing with the | 


clerks in the other Departments. The duties of | 
these clerks are of the lowest grade. They are | 
merely clerical—such as copying tables and other 
papers. I think that the compensation fixed by 
the law of 1850 is sufficient, and therefore [ am 


will say one word more. By a forced con- 
structioy of the law—a construction which the 


' gentleman from Missouri [Mr, Puetrs] admits 





_of the Government. 


1s not the true one 

Mr. PHELPS. 
the construction. 

Mr. SHERMAN. By a construction of the 
law, which L think is not the correct one, the Sec- 
retary of the Interior has placed these clerks upon 
the footing of the clerks in the other Departments 
I think that it is a forced 
construction of the law. He has no right to do | 
it. The law of 1854, which authorizés the trans- | 
fer from one class to another, applies specifically | 
to the clerks named in that law. I do not thin 
we ought to raise the salary of these clerks; be- 
cause I believe the compensation provided by the 
law of 1850 is sufficient; and besides, the number 
of clerks fixed by this bill is larger than it ought | 
to be. I make this statement so that the House | 
may be in possession of the facts. 

Mr. PHELPS. In reply to the remarks sub- 
mitted by the gentleman from Ohio, I have this | 


to say: the estimate and plan have been sub- | 
mitted by Mr. Kennedy, who was superintendent | 
of the last census. Most assuredly a person who 





| 

| 

| 

. . 

a to increasing it. | 
| 

| 


Lsaid that I did not agree in | 


| 
| 
| 
| 


is expected to be employed but six or eight, or | 
at the most, twelve months, cannotafford to come | 
to Washington and accept office at a salary lower | 
than that given to the lowest grade of clerks in 
the Departments. The one is permanent, and the | 
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The previous question was seconded ae ia 
main question ordered. The bill was Srdeta 
be engrossed and read a third time; and beine 2 
grossed, it was accordingly read the third oo “ 
_ Mr. HICKMAN demanded the previous a 
tion on the sPavenge of the bill. The featee, 
2 waS seconded, and the main question 
Mr. MOORE, of Kentucky, demanded the yeas 
and nays. ’ 
Mr. PHELPS. If gentlemen want this 
done speedily, so that some of the States wil] be 
saved the necessity of calling extra sessions of t} ; 
Legislatures to redistrict them, they had toa 
vote for this bill. a 
The yeas and nays were not ordered. 
The question was then taken; and the bill w 
passed. ” 
Mr. HICKMAN moved to reconsider the yor. 
by which the bill was passed; and also moyed i 
lay the motion to reconsider on the table. . 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


PROPOSITION FOR RECESS—AGAIN. 
_Mr. BONHAM. I offer the following resoly. 
tion; upon which I move the previous question: 


Whereas this House, on the 2ist day of February, j3§9 
resolved, “that the Superintendent of the Capitoi exten. 
sion be directed to remove the present benches from the 
Hall, and replaee the old chairs and desks, adopting sy). 
stantially the original arrangement thereof, but having ro- 
gard to any reduction of space occupied by them Without 
interfering with the convenience of the arrangement: » 
Therefore, 

Resolved, That when this House adjourn on Friday nex, 
it stad adjourned till Tuesday the Ist day of May, in order 


Work 


|| thatthe foregoing resolution may be carried into effect ; ang 


that a message be sent to the Senate asking their consent 
to such adjournment. 


Mr. CURRY, Mr. PETTIT, and others, ob. 
| jected. 

The SPEAKER. 
resolution is in order. 

Mr. CURRY. I rise to a question of privi- 
lege. 

Mr. PETTIT. I move that the House do now 
adjourn. 

r. BONHAM. I demanded the previous 
question upon the resolution. 

Mr. CURRY. I believe I have the floor. | 
rise toa privileged question. I move that the House 
do now adjourn. 

The SPEAKER. That motion is in order, 

Mr. CURRY. Upon that motion I demand the 
yeas and nays. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I ask the permission of the 
gentleman from Alabama to allow me a moment 
to make a report? 

Mr. CURRY. 
ment. ‘ 

Mr. BONHAM. I desire to say to the Chair 
that I was upon the floor upon a question of priv- 
ilege, and the gentleman from Alabama could not 
take the floor from me. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from South 
Carolina called the previous question, which ex- 
hausted his right to the floor, 

Mr. ALDRICH. [ask the unanimous consent 
of the House to make a minority report from the 
special committee upon the Pacific railroad, in 
order that it may be printed. 3 

Mr. BONHAM. [I object; because, if the gen- 
| tleman from Alabama, rising to a question of priv- 


The Chair decides that the 








I yield to the gentleman a mo- 


ilege, is allowed to take the floor, and then farm 
it out to any and everybody, I can never geta 
vote upon my resolution. 

Mr. CURRY. 1 withdraw the motion to ad- 
journ. 

Mr. PETTIT. I renew it. 

The SPEAKER. When the gentleman from 

| South Carolina called the. previous question, the 


_otheris onlytemporary. You giveahighersalary || Chair considered that he exhausted his right to 


tothe clerks of your committees. The gentlemen | 
who have voted to employ clerks for committees | 
at four dollars a day, have shown by that act that | 
they do not deem $1,000 per annum an adequate | 
salary, or sufficient to secure the services of com- 
petent men. : 

I think, sir, the bill is right, and that it ought 
to pass. The pérson who superintends the labor 
of a dozen clerks is certainly entitled to a higher 
rate of compensation than one of those who are 
deemed his subordinates by the Department. For 
these’ reasons, and for the purpose of solving this 
difficulty with reference to the construction of the 
law, I shall vote for the passage of the bill. I 
demand the previous question. 


the floor. Then the gentleman from Alabage 
moved to adjourn. He had the floor for that pur- 
pose, but gave way to the gentleman from Min- 
nesota to make a report. "The gentleman from 
Minnesota is in order. 
Mr. BONHAM. But the gentleman from Al 
abama has withdrawn his motion. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Miv- 
nesota is entitled to the floor. 
Mr. BONHAM. The gentleman from Minne 
sota certainly cannot take the floor, for the g°" 
tleman from Alabama has withdrawn his moto? 
Mr. ALDRICH. The gentleman from Aiv 
bama yielded me the floor before he withdrew 
the motion. ; 
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~The SPEAKER, Did the gentleman from Al- 
abama withdraw his motion? 

“Mr. CURRY. _I did. 

The SPEAKER. Then the gentleman from 
South Carolina has the floor. ( 

Mr. CONKLING. I move that this House 
do now adjourn, Now, sir, I will give way for 
a moment to the gentleman from Minnesota. _ 
* The SPEAKER. The motion to adjourn is 
in order; and the gentleman may take the floor 
for that purpose. 

Mr. ASHMORE. Can the gentleman take the 
foor and move to adjourn, and then yield it to an- 
other gentleman? 

The SPEAKER. He*tannot. 

Mr. ASHMORE. He has attempted to do it. 

The question was put on the motion to adjourn, 
and it was not agreed to. 


PACIFIC RAILROAD. 


Mr. ALDRICH, by unanimous consent, sub- 
mitted a minority report from the special commit- 
tee on the Pacific railroad, accompanied by a bill; 
which were ordered to be printed,and recommitted 
to the special committec. 


PROPOSITION FOR RECESS——AGAIN. 


Mr. BONHAM. Inowask fora vote upon my 
demand for the previous questions 

The previous ere was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

Mr. CONKLING. I move to lay the resolu- 
tion on the table. : 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I move that the 
House do now adjourn; and upon that 1 call for 
tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Atpricu end 
Barr were appointed. \ 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes 76, nays 84. ; 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. CONKLING. 
tion on the table; and on that motion [ call for the 
yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 79, nays 88; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Allen, Alley, Ashley, 
Avery, Bingham, Biair, Bocock, Brabson, Brayton, Bris- 
tow, Buffinton, Burlingame, Burnimim, Butterfield, Camp- 
bell, Cobb, Colfax, Conkling, H. Wiuter Davis, Dawes, 
Delano, Duell, Dunn, Eliot, Etheridge, Foster, Gooch, 
Gurley, Hatton, Helmick, Houston, Humphrey, Hutchins, 
Irvine, Jones, Junkin, Keitt, Francis W. Kellogg, Kunkel, 
Leake, Loomis, Lovejoy, Mallory, McKean, McPherson, 
Miles, Millson, Laban ‘I’. Moore, Morrill, Edward Joy 
Morris, Morse, Olin, Palmer, Pendleton, Perry, Pettit, 
Porter, Pottle, Quarles, Rice, Christopher Robinson, Royce, 
Schwartz, Sedgwick, Sherman, Somes, Spinner, Stokes, 
Tompkins, Trimble, Vandever, Verree, Walton, Israel 
Washburn, Wells, Windom, and Woodruff—79. 


NAYS—Messrs. Adrain, Thomas L. Anderson, William | 


C. Anderson, Ashmore, Babbitt, Barksdale, Barr, Beale, 
Blake, Bonhain, Bouligny, Branch, Burch, Burnett, Carter, 
Case, Horace F. Clark, John B. Clark, John Cochrane, 
Looper, Corwin, James Craig, Burton Craige, Curtis, De 
Jarnette, Edmundson, Florence, Gartrell, Gilmer, Hale, 
Hamilton, Hardeman, J. Morrison Harris, John ‘T. Harris, 
Hickman, Hill, Holman, Howard, Hughes, Jackson, Jen- 
kins, William Kellogg, Lamar, James M. Leach, Logan, 
Longnecker, Charles D. Martin, Maynard, McKnight, Me- 
Rae, Millward, Montgomery, Sydenham Moore, Moor- 
head, Nelson, Niblack, Noell, Phelps, Potter, Pryor, Pugh, 
Reagan, Riggs, Ruffin, Rust, Scott, Scranton, Sickles, 
Simms, Singleton, William Smith, William N. H. Smith, 
Stallworth, Stanton, Stevens, Stevenson, Stout, Stratton, 
Tappan, Taylor, Thayer, Theaker, Thomas, Vallandigham, 
=e C. Washburn, Webster, Wilson, and Woodson 


So the House refused to lay the resolution on 
the table. 

During the vote, 

Mr. BRANCH, when his name was called, 
said: | am in favor of an adjournment, but I am 


opposed to putting the desks back. {[ therefore 
vote “ay,” ° 


Mr. CAREY, not having been within the bar | 


when his name was called, asked leave to vote. 

Objection was made. 

Mr. BRANCH, after the call of the roll was 
completed, said: Mr. Speaker, I wish to change 
i vote. I am very much averse to having the 

esks put back, but under the circumstances I 
will change my vote, and vote * no.” 

Mr. HILL said: Mr. Speaker, I was preparing 
‘0 give the same reason for my vote. I am utter- 
Y Opposed to the restoration of the desks, but 
*m in favor of the proposed adjournment. I 


erefore vote ** no,”? 


Mr. VALLANDIGHAM said: I, too, voted to 


I move to lay the resolu- | 


| 
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lay the resolution on the tab 


posed to the restoration of the desks. But if we 
can rescind the resolution ordering the restora- 


tion of the desks, I shall vote against laying the || 
I change my vote, and | 


resolution on the table. 
vote **no.”’ 


Mr. SINGLETON said: AsI want our friends 


to have a fair chance of voting on this question, | 


and do not want to sce them cut off in this way, 
I change my vote, and vote ‘* no.”’ 


The result of the vote was announced, as above 
recorded. 


The question recurred on Mr. Bonnam’s reso- 
lution. 


Mr. BONHAM. I move the previous question | 


on the resolution. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 
Mr. CONKLING,. 

now adjourn. 

Mr. BONHAM. Let us have a square vote 
upon the resolution. « ’ 

Mr. CONKLING. No, thank you; ‘ve will 
have a vote on the motion to adjourn, and have it 
by yeas and nays, too. 

Mr. ASHMORE, Could the gentleman from 
New York take the floor from my colleague to 
submit his motion to adjourn? 
tion of higher privilege than my colleague’s? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from South 
Carolina (Mr. Bonnam] yielded the floor when 
he moved the previous question. 


I move that the Heuse do 


Is that a ques- 


NAL GLOBE. 





le, because Lam op- } William Kellogg, Kenyon, Lamar, James M. Leach, Logan, 
Mallory, Maynard, McKnight, ee Mont- 





Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Is even a motion to | 


adjourn in order, after the House has seconded 
the prewous uestion? : 


The SPEAKER. Itis. 
Mr. MAYNARD. Iask whether a motion to 


| adjourn over to a period beyond to-morrow is not 
a question of higher privilege than a motion to | 


adjourn ? 


The SPEAKER. Yes; but the proposition of | 


the gentleman from South Carolina is a concur- | 


rent resolution, which is a very different matter 
from whatthe gentleman from Tennessee suggests. 

Mr. BURNETT. I appeal to gentlemen, and 
ask them why they will not give us a square vote 
on the resolution; for if the House adjourn now, 
this question will come up again. 

The SPEAKER. It will come up again to- 
morrow morning. 

Mr. CONKLING. 
adjourn, and call for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. ASHMORE. I desire to ask the gentle- 
man from New York whether he intends to resort 
to parliamentary rules to prevent any further ac- 
tion on the resolution to-night? ‘If he does, I for 
one am willing to abandon the question, and let it 


| go over till to-morrow, so that we may adjourn 


| from South Carolina, I will state, with great frank- | 


| 


| 
| 


now without taking the yeas and nays. 
Mr. CONKLING. Inanswerto the gentleman 


ness, that I intend to resort to every fair means of 


I insist on my motien to | 








preventing an adjournment of the House, on any || 


wetext whatever, for any such length of time as 
is fixed in the resolution. 

Mr. ASHMORE. Then I hope the yeas and 
nays will not be called. 

Mr.CONKLING. Then, withthatunderstand- 
ing, and if it be in order, I withdraw the call for 
the yeas and nays. 


Mr. BURNETT. I object to any arrangement 
by which we will agree to adjourn the House. 
Let the roll be called. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 73, nays 90; as follows: . 


YEAS — Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Aldrich, Alley, 
Ashley, Bealc, Bingham, Blair, Brayton, Bristow, Buffin- 
ton, Burlingame, Burnham, Butterfield, Campbell, Colfax, 
Conkling, Covode, H. Winter Davis, Dawes, Delano, 
Duell, Dunn, Edwards, Eliot, Frank, Gooch, Gurley, Hel- 
mick, Houston, Howard, Humphrey, Hutchins, Irvine, 
Jones, Junkin, Francis W. Kellogg, Leake, Longnecker, 
Loomis, Lovejoy, Marston, Charles D. Martin, McKean, 
McPherson, Miles, Millson, Morrill, Morse, Olin, Pafiner, 
Pendleton, Perry, Pettit, Porter, Pottle, Rice, Christopher 
Robinson, Royce, Schwartz, Sedgwick, Sherman, Sohhes, 
Stokes, ‘Tompkins, Trimble, Vandever, Verree, Walton, 
Cadwalader C. Washburn, Israel-Washburn, Wells, Win- 
dom, and Woodruff—73. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adrain, Thomas L. Anderson, William 
C. Anderson, Ashmore, Avery, Babbitt, Blake, Bonham, 
Brabson, Branch, Burch, Burnett, Carey, Carter, Case, 
Horace F. Clark, Join B, Clark, Cobb, John Cochrane, 
Cooper, James ig, Burton Craige, Curry, Curtis, De 
Jarnette, Edmundson, Florence, Foster, Fouke, Gartrell, 
Gilmer, Hale, Hamilton, Hardeman, John’I’. Harris, Hatton, 


Hickman, Hill, Holman, Hughes, Jackson, Jenkins, Keitt, 


} 
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| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
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| Nelson, Niblack, Noell, Phelps, Potter, Pryor, Pugh, 
Quarles, Riggs, Ruffin, k 

Simins, Singleton, William Smith, William N. H. Smith, 
Spinner, Stallworth, Stanton, Stevens, Stevenson, Strout, 
Stratton, Tappan, Taylor, Thayer, Theaker, Thomas, Val- 
landigham, Webster, Wilson, and Woodson—90, 
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mery, Laban 'T. Moore, Sydenham Moore, Moorhead, 


ust, Scott, Seranton, Sickles, 


So the House refused to adjourn. 

During the vote, 

Mr. ASHMORE stated that Mr. McQueen 
was paired with Mr. Morais, of Illinois. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois, stated that his col- 
league, Mr. W asuBurNe, was detained athis house 
by severe indisposition. 


“Mr. CORWIN stated that he was paired off 


with Mr. Ernerinee. 


Mr. WOODRUFF stated that his colleague, 


| Mr. Ferry, was absent on account of sickness in 
| his family, and was paired off with Mr. Marti, 


of Virginia. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM said: As the main 
question has been ordered, and the resolution 
must come up to-morrow, I vete ‘‘ay.”’ 

Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland, (not Seles been 
within the bar when his name was called,) asked 
leave to vote. 

Objection was made. ' 

Mr.MAYNARD. As this isa mere question of 
adjournment, | propose that, by unanimous con- 
sent, the reading of the names be dispensed with. 

There being no objection, the reading was dis- 
pensed with. : 

The vote was announced, as above recorded. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I move that 
when the house adjourns it adjourn to meet on 
Wednesday next; and on that f call for the yeas 
and nays. 


Mr. BONHAM. I submit that there is no 


| other question in order now except my resolu- 


tion. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion 
that, under the practice of the House, the motion 
of the gentleman from Maine is in order. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Itis manifest that, if it be 


| attempted to press this resolution to a vote to- 


night, it will lead to interminable delay. If the 
House adjourn now, the resolution will come up 
to-morrow morning, 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I want Penn- 
sylvanians to understand whether they want a 
If they want to vote so as that 
they shall have no tariff, 1 want them to say so. 

Mr. FLORENCE, That depends altogether 


| upon what sort of a tariff it is. 


Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I have an amend- 
ment which I ask the gentleman from South Caro- 
lina to accept. 


The SPEAKER. « The resolution cannot be 
modified in the present condition of the question, 


| the previous question having been seconded. The 


question is now on the motion of the gentleman 
from Maine, that when the House adjourns to-day 
it adjourn to meet on Wednesday. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. 1 mse toa 
question of order. I want to know whether it is 
in order for the gentleman from Maine to fillibus- 
ter here because he does not like a majority of the 
votes? 

Mr. FLORENCE. And whether the tariff can 
be obtained in this way? Will my colleague add 
that to his question? 

Mr. MONTGOMERY. And whether Maine 
is going to assist Pennsylvania, as she did in the 
tariff of 1847? ° 

Mr. BURNETT. 
tion of the Chair and the gentleman from Maine, 
whether the motion of the gentleman from Maine 
isin order? There is a motion now pending to ad- 
journ the House from agiven time to agiventime. 
It seems to me that the motion of the gentleman 


from Maine would be in orderif it were an amend- 
ment to that, but that it is not in order as an in- 


dependent roposition. 


[The SPEAKER. The proposition of the gen- 
tleman from South Carolina is a concurrent reso- 


lution, and the motion of the gentleman from 
Maine is in order. 

Mr. BURNETT. I inquire of the Chair, 
whether, if the House adjourns now, this resolu- 
tion will not come up the first thing to-morrow? 

The SPEAKER. It will. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. 


‘ 


l submit to the considera- 


I desire to ask the gen- 
tleman from New York whether he is willing to 
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have a fair vote taken on this resolution in the 
morning ? 
Several Members. 


He cannot help it. 
MOTIONS TO RECONSIDER. 


Mr. COLFAX. I desire to enter a motion to 
reconsider the vote by which the bill (H. R. No. 
647) amendatory of the rates of postage was re- 
ferred the other day te the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

The motion was entered. 

Mr. ELIOT. I also desire to enter a similar 
motion to reconsider the vote by which the bill 
for the suppression of the coolie trade was re- 
committed to the Committee on Commerce. 

The motion was entered. 

And then, on motion of Mr. BURNETT, (at 
a quarter past five o’clock, p. m.,) the House ad- 
journcd. “by i ev 

IN SENATE. 
Toespay, April 17, 1860. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. Gurvey. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


WASHINGTON MARKET-IHOUSE. 


(a 


THE CONGRESSIONAL 


The VICE PRESIDENT announced the ap- | 


pointment of Mr. Brown, Mr. Jounson of Arkan- 
sas,and Mr. Foor, the committee of conference on 


the part of the Senate on the disagreeing votes of | 


the two Houses on the bill (S. No. 192) author- 


izing the corporation of Washington city to make | 


a Joan and issue stock for $200,000 for building a | 


market-house. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid bef@te the Senate 
a message of the President of the United States, 
communicating, in compliance with a resolution 
of the Senate, all the correspondence not hercto- 
fore called for relating to the claim of any foreign 
Government to the military service of naturalized 
citizens of the United States. 

Mr.SUMNER. I move that those papers be 
printed, and lie on the table. In making this mo- 
tion I would suggest that they be printed in con- 
nection with the papers ordered to be printed a 
few days ago, on the motion, I think, of the Sen- 
ator from Ohio, [Mr. Puen.}] As they are all in 
pari materia, it seems to me that it would be con- 
venient to have them all printed together. 

Mr. PUGH. I would suggest that, after hav- 
ing had some conference with the chairman of the 
Committee on Printing, I desire to submit a mo- 
tion that five thousand extra copics of this report, 
and the report made the other day on the same 
subject, be printed; and I suppose the motion will 
go to the Committee on Printing. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator 
from Massachusetts accept the amendment? 

Mr. SUMNER. Certainly I do. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. This motion will 
go to the Committee on Printing, and the papers 
will lie on the table. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. By an error of mine 
ona fgrmer day of the sitting of the Senate, 1 
moved for the reference of a report from the Sec- 


Mr. { AMERON presented the petition of man- 
ufacturers and others, of Schuylkill county, Penn- 
sylvania, praying a modification of the tariff; 
which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN presented papers in relation 
to the claim of John B. Miller to a pension on 
account of an injury received while a teamster in 
the quartermaster’s department during the war 
with Mexico; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions, 

Mr. WILKINSON presented a memorial of 
the Legislature of Minnesota in favor of the con- 
struction and occupation of a military post in the 
valley of the Pembina river; which was referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs and Militia, 

and ordered to be printed. 
' He also presented a memorial and joint resolu- 
tions of the Legislature of Minnesota, in favor of 
the remuncration of James B. Thomas and fam- 
ily, for property lost and injury sustained by acts 
of the Sioux Indians; which were referred to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed. 
| He also presented the petition of the deputy 
' warden and the guard of twelve men on duty at 
| the penitentiary of the District of Columbia, pray- 
ing an increase of their pay; which was referred 
to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 


PAPERS WITUDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion of Mr. CHANDLER, it was 


Ordered, That James 8. Abeel have leave to withdraw 
| his petition and papers. 
} 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 


Mr. KENNEDY gave notice of his intention 
to ask leave to introduce a bill to provide for the 
transportation of the United States mails and 
Government supplies by railroad to the Pacific 


|| ocean. 


LAND FOR FORTIFICATIONS. 


| Mr. LANE, in pursuance of previous notice, 


|| Mr. LANE. 





retary of the Navy, in answer to a resolution of | 


the Senate, calling for the report of Captain Ring- | 


gold, of the Navy, of the surveys made by him 
of the passages through the coral archipelago of 
the Pacific ocean, to the Committee on Naval Aft 
fairs. I should have asked for its printing, and 
moved for its reference to the Committee on Print- 
ing—to which committee other papers relating to 
the same subject, and before reported, had been 
referred. I make the motion to withdraw the 
reference of the paper to the Naval Committee, 
and that it be referred to the Committee on Print- 
ing. 
The motion was agreed to. 
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. KING presented papers relating to the 
claim of ‘Thomas Kirkpatrick, agent and warden 
of the State prison at Auburn, New York, with 
a letter of the First Comptroller of the Treasury, 
for a balance due for keeping United States con- 
victs; which was referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 

Mr. MASON presented the memorial of the 
heirs of Thomas Brady, a soldier in the war of 
the Revolution, praying to be allowed bounty 
land; which was referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims. 


| 
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|} tifications at 


asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill (8S. 


| No. 410) to perfect the title of the United States | 


| to lands upon which the Government is erecting 
| fortifications; which was read twice by its title. 


| Committee on Military Affairs and Militia. 

| Mr. GWIN. 

, tor proposes that committec. 

| Mr. PANE. This bill has for its object the 
perfecting of the title to land upon which the great 

| work of fortification at Fort Point, in California, 

is being erected. It is a very important work; it 


trance to the harbor at San Francisco. It isa 
work upon which the Government has now ex- 
pended over one million five hundred thousand 
dollars; it is not yet completed; and appropri- 
ations are now pending which are necessary to 
carry on the work to completion. It has been 
found that the right of the United States to the site 
upon which this great work stands, and upon 
which the Government has expended so much 
money, is not as perfect as it ought to be. It is 
not, by any means, regarded as complete; and the 
object of this bill is not to interfere with the titles 
of third parties, but to secure the Government in 
the best right that it is in our power to get for the 
site on which that fort is being constructed. As 
it has for its purpose the procuring of the best 
right to the ground on which that great work is 
to be constructed, it is,as I understand it, strictly 
a military matter; and therefore I think it ought 
to go to the Committee on Military Affairs. The 
| bill does not propose to interfere with the titles of 





parties, so far as they are concerned, nor conflict- 
ing interests in regard to the titles to the lands; 
but to procure from the parties now claiming the 
lands all the title that they have, all their inter- 

| est, so as to strengthen the right of the United 
| States to that site. For these reasons, I think 
| the Committee on Military Affairs is the appro- 
pridte committec to consider properly this matter. 
Mr. GWIN. If the object of the Senator from 
Oregon in introducing this bill is to facilitate the 
making of appropriations for completing the for- 
ort Point, it should go to the Com- 
mittee on Finance, for that is the committee that 
—— the appropriations. The question is one 
of very grave importance to the people of Cali- 
fornia, and this is the first time th@ta private land 
claim in that State has been brought up in this 
| body for confirmation or for action. That ques- 








GLOBE. “A 








I move to refer the bill to the | 


I want to know why the Sena- | 


is absolutely necessary to the defense of the en- | 





pri 1. 





—- 


| tion has heretofore been left to the courts 
claim, which includes the valuab - 
Fort Point, also includes other property w 
millions upon millions of dollars. It is one a 
most gigantic claims that was ever present _ 
| the Congress of the United States for its a cng 
eration, including a large portion of the ay 
San Francisco. I do not think this ques: . 
ought to be considered by Congress; jt aah on 
be considered in the courts; but if it js i. 
brought here for consideration, and as the bil] - 
reference to perfecting the title to the land . 
| which the fortifications are being erected and a 
| poses to make further appropriations for that a 
| pose, it should go to the Finance Committe 
which all the appropriations come. 
I will give another reason: this question is ope 
| 
| 
| 


The 


le Property at 


C, from 


| of great importance to my constituents, and j a 
been presented here very much agai 
ment. I desire to treat the parties to this ¢laiy 
with all propriety; but I think justice to my a. 
stituents requires that a bill of this sort should . 
| to a committee where the State of California has 
a representative. The Committee on Finaneo 
has able sgome upon it; it reports these appro- 
priations; it will examine the question with aij 
fidelity; and therefore I move that the bill be ro. 
ferred to the Committee on Finance, instead of 
the Committeé on Military Affairs; and I hope 
the Senator from Oregon will not object to this, 

Mr. COLLAMER. The Senator from Oregon 
represents this as a bill for the purpose of obtain- 
ing more perfectly the title to the land on which 
the fortifications are said to be erected. Two 
years ago, and last year also, the subject of ob- 
taining title to the land necessary for the purpose 
of erecting fortifications in different parts of our 
country was before the Committee on the Judici- 
ary. There certainly has been a great deal of 
trouble and a great deal of complaint, which might 
be and ought to be obviated, in relation to all these 
sequestrations of private property for the public 
service. I need merely remind gentlemen of the 
case of Willet’s Point, and of the purchase and 
sale of other lecations needed for the public ser- 
vice. Ifthey have not been causes and sources 
of fraud and corruption, they at least have laid 
the foundation for such complaints. This matter 
should be provided for in order to guard against 
the foundation of any such complaints, and also 
to make a law which shall relate to all parts of 
the country alike; that is, a general law provid- 
ing for the sequestration, or what is sometimes 
technically called the condemnation of any real 
property, land, needed for the public service—a 
general law by which the Government may, by 
| application to the proper court provided for in 
'| the law, notify the owners, whoever they are, and 
| take trial before the court in due and regular form, 
and have the damages properly estimated, so that 
the private property taken for public use shall 
have a reasonable and fair compensation, and 

have it done above-board, so that the community 
may understand it. 

A bill for that purpose was prepared two years 
ago in the Judiciary Committee, and, I believe, 
reported; at any rate, it was directed to be r- 
ported by the Senator from Louisiana, [Mr. Bes- 
JAMIN,] a member of the committee. It has, how- 
ever, never received the action of this House; and 
I cannot but think that this is a proper opportu 
nity presenting itself, when, instead of providing 
for the particular case, we had better have a gen- 
eral lt #, which will reach that case and all others; 
| and ] desire, therefore, although it may not bein 
| order for me to move it now, that this bill may g° 
| to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
| Mr. GWIN. I am in favor of that. I wanttt 
| 


einst my jude. 








| 








to’go there, and I am prilling for the Judiciary 

Committee to report the bill they did two years 
| ago, as a substitute for this and all other sucli 
propositions. I am entirely-in favor of the pri= 
ciple that the Senator from Vermont has advo- 
cated, and I am perfectly willing to have the bill 
go to the Judiciary Committee. : 

Mr. BAYARD. My recollection is, that ther? 
was a bill introduced, during the last Congress, 
by the honorable Senator from Louisiana, 00! 
now in his seat, with a view to provide in 4 
cases for ascertaining the amount and authorizing 
the purchase, I think, also, under certain circum: 
stances, without judicial inquiry, of prope] 
necessary for the purposes of the Governmen) 
which belonged to private individuals; and that, 








-_nmnemeree,enamees = F280 8°32 of etl mw ma oe @ 





NM. 


The 
rly at 
Worth 
OF thy 
hted ty 
‘Onsid. 
city of 
l€Stion 
ight to 

to he 
ill has 
nd On 
id pro- 
Xt pur. 
, from 


18 one 
l it has 
’ judg. 
clain 
¥ con- 
yuald go 
a hag 
nance 
Appro- 
ith all 
be re- 
ead of 
hope 
this, 
Jregon 
btain- 
which 
Two 
of ob- 
urpose 
of our 
Judici- 
leal of 
might 
| the Se 
public 
of the 
se and 
ic ser- 
ources 
ve laid 
matter 
wrainst 
d also 
arts of 
rovid- 
etimes 
ry real 
ice—a 
ay, by 
for in 
re, and 
‘form, 
so that 
e shall 
1, and 
nunity 


) years 
elieve, 
be re- 
-. Bey- 
, how- 
e; and 
/portu- 
viding 
a gen- 
others; 
yt be in 
nay go 


vant it 
liciary 
, years 
r such 
Cc prin- 
advo- 
he bill 


t there 
gress, 
a, not 

in all 
yrizing 
ircum- 
operty 
nment, 
d that, 


THE CONGRESSIONAL 





; Tmaty-Sixtn Concress, lst Session. 
plier aciahrrert-pnes 


CE te ee ne 
THE OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF CONGRESS, PUBLI 














WEDNESDAY, APRIL 18, 1860. 








in the event of a disagreement, or if the sale, ac- 
cording to the terms of the bill, could not be per- 
fected, authority should be given to take judicial 
roccedings. My impression is that that bill was 
reported back to the Serftte; but, like all other 
bills that the Judiciary Committee reported, we 
were unable to getitup. for action durmg the Con- 
ss. It has not been introduced at this session; 
my own attention has not been called to it; but I 
see no objection to the introduction of such a bill, 
and I think it a far preferable mode of legislation 
to this legislation for specific cases. There can, 
however, be no harm in referring this particular 
pill to any committee ; because necessarily, on con- 
sultation with members, if the other bill is intro- 
duced and referred to the Judiciary Committee, 
we can ultimately pass a proper law on the whole 
subject. Itis a matter of indifference to me to 
what committee the particular bill at present be- 
fore us is referred; and if Senators mean to con- 
fine themselves to the particular case, instead of, 
passing a general law, this bill would ore 
ately go to the Committee on Military Affairs; 
but if they mean to have a general law instead of 
a specific law in this instance, applying only to 
the particular case, then I think it had better go 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. GWIN. If this bill is referred to the Ju- 
diciary Committee, l give notice that I will to- | 
morrow introduce the bill that was reported from 
the Committee on the Judiciary at the last Con- 

ress in reference to this whole question, and 
les both bills before that committee. I think a 
reference to that committee is the proper course 
for this bill to take. I made the motion to refer it 
to the Committee on Finance as a financial ques- 
tion; but I am entirely in favor of the peace of 
the bill reported two years ago, and I hope that 
will be the only species of legislation admitted in 


regard to the private land claims in California. 
Mr. LANE. lam sure that I do not want to 


consume the time of the Senate upon the reference 
of this bill; but I am satisfied that this bill, the 





provisions of which have reference only to the se- 
curing of such right as may be good in the United 
States, to the ground upon which she has expended 
over a million and w half of dollars in erecting a 
great work, should go to the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs. I will say-to the Senator from Cal- 
ifornia that the estimates for that work, as you 
know, Mr. President, [Mr. Firzparrick in the 
chair,] have been sbmitted to the Committee on 
Military Affairs, and that the committee are con- 
sidering the estimates for carrying on this and 
other public works of defense and fortification. I 
have suggested that we had appropriated a very 
large amount of money for the construction of the 
fortifications at this point, and that now it was 
hot certain that our right to it was at all clear. It 
is very uncertain whether the United States has 
succeeded in getting a good right to the land upon 
which that work has been erected. This bill pro- 
vides that the parties shall surrender, whether it 
is good or not, all the right they have to the land 
at Fort Point, to the United States, free of cost. 
Now, can there be any harm in securing to the 
United States all the right that these parties have 
to this land? If itis proper to secure the best right 
that they have, then, in connection with the ap- 
propriation necessary to carry on that work, its 
reference to the Committee on Military Affairs is 
eminently appropriate. It isthe proper commit- 
tee to consider it in connection with the questions 
they have been considering in regard to this work. 

t me say to my friend from California, that 
I would do nothing to obstruct the best interests 
of California, and nothing to thwart his wishes; 
and, with his permission, [ will hardly permit him 
to say that California is unrepresented upon the 
Committee on Military Affairs. I have the honor 
of being a member of that committee; and what- 
ever relates to her interests ;elates to the interests 
of the people whom I represent. I will be as just 
to California, and watch her interests with as 
much care, as I would the interests of the people 
of the State that I have the honor to represent. I 
4m satisfied that no harm can grow out of this. 
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| got to the United States; and I think we ought to 





| sulted, let that committee corfSult him. 





When the bill is referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs, I have no doubt the opinion of 
the Attorney General will be requested upon it. 
Every care will be taken in that committee to 
secure to the United States the best possible right 
to this land. I think the reasons given by my 
friend, the honorable Senator from California, for 
its reference to another committee, are not good 
in this case, and I. hope the Senate will send it 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. If that 
committee should find that it is not in their power 
to secure a better right than the Government now 
has to the land upon which the works at Fort | 
Point have been constructed, they will then send 
it to the Committee on the Judiciary, or the Com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims, or any other com- 
mittee that is deemed proper. It is especially pro- 
vided in the bill that we do not, by congressional 
legislation, attempt to interfere with the rights of 
third parties. We do not attempt to settle a land | 
question. We only desire to get from the parties, | 
now involved in law in relation to the title of that | 
property, a surrender of all the right they have 


avail ourselves of the very first opportunity of pro- 
curing such a surrender from the parties con- 
cerned. , I hope, without further debate, that the 
bill will" be referred. The Senator may rest as- 
sured that no harm will be done to California, 
nor to him, or his constituents. 


will look to, and not to private individuals. 

Mr. GWIN. In regard to the estimates for 
appropriations for fortifications, I have no doubt 
they are before the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs; but they are before the Committee on Finance 
also, where the bill is. The military appropria- 
tion bill is now before that committee. We are 
considering this as well as all the other estimates 


for works of this character. I made my original | 


motion merely as bearing upon that made by the 
Senator from Oregon. If it was a mere financial 
question whether we should investigate this sub- 
ject with reference to an appropriation, I thought 
it ought to go to the Finance Committee; but the 
true destination of this bill is the Committee on 
the Judiciary, for it is a great judicial question. 


If it were, as has been stated by the Senator from | 


Oregon, to get a quit claim from these claimants 
to the site of Fort Point, that would be a very 
different question; but there is a great deal more 
than that in the bill. It involves the title to prop- 
erty outside of Fort Point, worth millions upon 
millions of dollars. It is purely a judicial ques- 
tion, and is now pending in the Supreme Court 


of the United States, and could have been tried, | 


and should have been tried, in the beginning of 
this term. The people of California look with a 
deep interest to any legislation that affects the 
right of property in that State in these land claims. 
There is no more appropriate committee to con- 
sider such a question than the Committee on the 
Judiciary. If the Attorney General is to be con- 
Itisa 

uestion in which great legal points are to be set- 
tled. I can assure the Senator that, so far as Cal- 


ifornia is concerned, I would as soon trust the | 
general interests of that State to him as any mem- | 
er on this floor; but, in local questions of this | 


character, he cannot understand the bearing they 
will have upon the localities in which these claims 
are situat Why, Mr. President, the idea of 
confirming these claims by the action of Congress 
would be received with appalling effect in Cali- 


It is the Gov- | 
ernment, the interests of this country, that we || 


SHED BY JOHN ©. RIVES, WASHINGTON, D. C. 





| and all other questions, to that committee. Wh 


| **Committee on Military Affairs.” 
| in order? 








fornia. I want it thoroughly scrutinized, and the 
Judiciary Committee is the one to scrutinize it, 
or to propose any bill onthe subject of land claims. 
I should certainly be entirely opposed, however, 
to any such bill. 

But the measure to which the Senator from 
Vermont alluded is the proper one. Let us per- 
fect our title in this and all other cases, under that 
bill which I examined with some care, and which 
was drawn up with great ability, two years ago. 
We have a site on this very land for light-houses; 
but several appropriations have reverted into the 
Treasury because of the exorbitant prices that 
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were asked for the sites. The whole subject of 
this legislation should go to the Committee on the 
Judiciary, and I hope my friend from Oregon will 
allow it to take that direction; for certainly there 
is to be very imposing legislation on this subject 
if there is any attempt to legislate in re to 
any one of the land claims in California. I hope, 
without any further controversy in the case, that : 
it will go to the Judiciary Committee of the Sen- 
ate for examination; and I will to-morrow refer 
another bill, the very bill to which the Senator 
from Vermont has alluded, which embraces this 

, 
sir, we have been making appropriations for aie 
years for the fortifications at Fort Point, and the 
question of title has never come up before. It is 

urely a judicial question, now pending in the 
Supreme Court of the United States, and it ought 
to be decided there; but if it is te come before 
Congress and be acted upon here, it ought to be 
acted upon in a general bill, such as the Senator 
from Vermont proposes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Frrzpart- 
nick.) The motion of the Senator from Oregon, 
being first made, will be first put by the Chair. 

Mr. GWIN. I move to amend that motion by 
inserting ‘* Judiciary Committee,”’ instead of the 
Is not that 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. That will not 
be in order. 

Mr. PUGH. I was goingto suggest tothe Sen- 
ator from California that, really the controversy 
was not worth so much debate. The bill com- 
prises two subjects of which two committees have 
more or less charge. After the Committee on 
Military Affairs have examined it, if they find that 
any question of title is involved, they can report 
the bill back, and send it to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. Ido not think the controversy is worth 
an amendment. 

Mr. GWIN. Why not let it go to the Judi- 
ciary Committee? I think it had better go to that 
committee, where they will have to examine the 
whole subject anyhow. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the motion to refer the bill to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. 

The motion was agreed to. 


ARREST OF F. B. SANBORN. 


Mr.'TRUMBULL. Yesterday, at one o’clock, 
the Senate had before ita question of referring the 
memorial of Mr. Sanborn <o the Committee on 
the Judiciary; and 1 suppose that is properly in 
order at this time, as it was pending when the 
special order was called up yesterday. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 
state to the Senator that that was the unfinished 
business of the morhing hour yesterday. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. And is now properly be- 
fore the Senate, I suppose. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It will now 
come up before the Senate, unless there are further 
memorials and reports from committees to be pre- 
sented. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. That isa memorial, and 
it is before the Senate, and the question is upon 
its reference. I suppose that has precedence of 
my. other memorial, being first presented. 

he PRESIDING OFFICER. Ithaving pre- 
viously been i 
memorials an 
posed of. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. [I believe, when the Vice 
President was in the chair, the other day, he de- 
cided that although it had been the usual prac- 
tice to present memorials and reports, there was 
nothing binding in the rules of the Senate to re- 
on it; and I understood from the Presiding Of- 

cer that this would be the unfinished business 
and would come up in the morning hour. Now 
it seems to me, that a memorial which was here- 
tofore presented and is pending before the Senate, 
cannot be pushed aside by another memorial ex- 

on by a vote of the Senate. . 
r. MASON. If the Senator will allow me 


’ 


resented, it is not in order until 
reports from committees are dis- 
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_to me, if it can be referred, and I will defer any | 


Poke 


avery. 








Presiding Officer certainly said this would come 


up as the unfinished business at the close of the || 


morning hour. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Not at the close. 

Mr. MASON. lunderstood so. What! meant | 
to suggest was this, that the Senator from Dela- | 
ware, (Mr. Bavanrp,] chairman of the Committee 
on the Judiciary, came to me just now and said | 


| district land offices, re 


he did not wish to continue the discussion on || 


this question, and that if it was taken up he would 
agree to the reference. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. That will be satisfactory 


remarks I was going to make upon it. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will | 
understand that as the sense of the Senate unless 


the Committee on the Judiciary. 
Mr. HALE. 
by me upon the same subject, which I ask may | 
be taken up, and have the same reference. 
Mr. MASON. I agree to that. 
The PRESIDINGOFFICER. The Chair will | 
understand that as the sense of the Senate unless | 
objected to. | 


|| whom was referred the motion to 


: _ have directed me to report the following reselu- 
objected to, and the memorial will be referred to || 


There was a memorial presented || 


|| will be very little, while the correspondence itself | 


BILLS INTRODUCED. i 


Mr. WILSON asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a joint resolu- | 
tion (S. No. 32) authorizing the collection and 
publication of the records and documents relating | 
to the history of the colonization of America by | 
the Commercial Companies in England, incorpo- 
rated in 1606; which was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on the Library. 


| thing else. 


1 Claims, to whom was referred the memorial of | 


ro ee . || George G. Durham, asking compensation for ser- 
Mr. GWiN asked, and by unanimous consent |) r j z P 


obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 413) || 
for the relief of John M. Brooke, and making an || 


appropriation for the use of his deep-sea-sound- | 
ing apparatus; which was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. | 
He also asked, and by unanimous consent ob- | 
tained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 412) to | 
provide for the taking ef private property for pub- | 
lic use, after allowing just compensation therefor; | 


the Committee on the Judiciary. 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. | 


Mr. BROWN, from the Committee on the Dis- || 
trict of Columbia, to whom was referred the bill || 
(8. No. 385) to incorporate the Prospect Hill || 
Cemetery, reported it without amendment. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the bill (H. R. No. 523) extending || 
the charter incorporating the German Benevolent |! 
Society of hehe gs city, in the District of || 
Columbia, approved July 27, 1842, reported it | 
with an amendment. 


° i} 
He also, from the same committee, to whom | 


was recommitted the bill (S. No, 202) to reim- 


burse the corporatien of Georgetown, in the Dis- || 
trict of Columbia, a sum of ory advanced | 
‘alls bridge, || 


towards the construction of the Little 
reported it without amendment. 

ir, MASON, from the Committee on Foreign | 
Relations, to whom was referred the memorial of || 
Jonathan Ely, legal representative of Edward | 
Ely, Upcieind, praying that the accounts of said | 
Edward Ely, as United States consul at Bombay, | 
may be settled on just and equitable principles, | 
submitted a re 


411) to authorize the settlement of the accounts of | 


1} 


| 
| 
! 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
1 
} 
} 





Edward Ely, deceased, late consul of the United \ 


States at Bombay, on principles of justice and 
equity. The bill was read, and passed to a second 
reading, and the report was ordered to be printed. 





Mr. SEBASTIAN. The Committee on Indian || 
Affairs, to whom were referred papers in relation | tives. 
to the claim of James Pool to compensation for || 
corn furnished the Seneca Indians, have instructed || had passed the following bill and joint resolution: 
me to report the same back, and recommend that || 


it be referred to the Court of Claims. I feel it to 
be properly due to the committee to say that the 
case is now omg before the court, and these 
papers have been improperly referred to the com- 
mittee. 





He also, from the same committee, to whom 


under the seventh section of the act of August 18, 
1856, relative to clerk hire and office expensesin the 
rted in favor of printing | 
the usual number; and the report was agreed to. 

Mr. FITCH. The Committee on Printing, to 
rint the mes- 
sages of the President of the United States of the | 
llth and 16th instant, communicating, in answer | 
to resolutions of the Senate, information in rela- | 
tion to the claim of foreign Governments to the | 
military services of naturalized American citizens, | 


tion: 

Resolved, That the messages of the President of the Uni- 
ted States of the 11th and 16th of April instant, communi- 
cating, in compliance with resolutions of the Senate, in- 
formation in regard to the compulsory enlistment of Amer- | 
ican citizens in the army of Prussia, &c., be printed ; and 
that five thousand extra copies thereof be printed and 
bound for the use of the Senate. 


The estimate aceompanies the report. The cost 


is extremely valuable. It is, indeed, a treatise on 
international law, and Senators will find, when 
they become acquainted with it, that the money 
is better expended than for perhaps almost any- 


The resolution was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to. 
Mr. WILKINSON, from the Committee on 





vices as a @lerk in the Indian bureau, submitted a 
report, accompanied by a bill (S. No. 415) for the 
relief of George G. Durham. The bill was read, 
and passed to a second reading; and ‘the report 
was ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the memorial of A. B. Thompson and 
others, citizens of California, praying remuner- 
ation for horses, mules, cattle, provisions, and 


: ee | stores, taken by officers of the Array and Nav 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to || : y y Y» 


in the conquest of Californid, under a promise 
of payment by the United States, submitted an 
adverse report; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WILKINSON, from the Committee on 
Pensions, to whom was referred the petition of 
Keziah Pritchett, formerly widow of David Moore, 
praying to be allowed-a pension, submitted a re- 
port, accompanied by a bill (S. No. 414) for the 


relief of Keziah Pritchett, formerly widow of 


David Moore. The bill wasread, and passed toa 
second reading; and the report was ordered to be 
printed. 
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. > 

A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Hayes, Chief Clerk, announced that the 
House had passed the following bills and joint 
resolution, in which the concurrence of the Sen- 
ate was requested: 

A bill (No. 368) to provide payment for depre- 
dations committed by the whites upon the Shaw- 
nee Indians in Kansas Territory; 

A bill (No. 661) to furnish additional mail facil- 
ites; 

A bill (No. 660) supplemental to an act, entitled 
‘* An act providing forthe a of the seventh 
and subsequent censuses of the United States, and 


rt accompanied bya bill (S. No. || to fix the number of the members of the House of 


Representatives, and provide for the future ap- 
rtionment among the several States,” approved 
ay 23, 1850; an 
A joint resolution (No. 36) making an appro- 

priation for the payment of expenses of investi- 

gating committees of the House of Representa- 


The message further announced that the House 


Joint resolution (S. No, 23) in regard to the 
minister from Japan; and y 

A bill (S. No. 92) authorizing the courts to ad- 
judicate the claims of the legal representatives of 

ieur de Bonne, and Chevalier de Repentigny to 
certain lands at Sault St. Marie, in State of 


Mr. FITCH, from the Committee on Printing, Michigan. 


to whom was referred the motion to print the mes- 
sage of the President of the United States com- 
oe in compliance with a resolution of the 
Senate, information in to the occupation, 
by American citizens, of the island of Navasa in 


Them further announced that the House 
had passed the bill of the Senate. (No. 228) for 
the relief of Valentine Wehrheim, with an amend- 
ment, in which the concurrence of the Senate was 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


one moment, I will state that he is right. The ] the West Indies, reported in favor of printing the 
| usual number; and the report was agreed to. 


| was referred the motion to print the report of the || mitted yesterday for the adjour 
| Secretary of the Interior, furnishing estimates | 
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April 17, 
PROPOSED RECESS. = 


Mr. HALE. I move that the Senate 


. . ’ 
to the consideration of the resolution which lew 
NMent of Congress 
If we are ever going to act upon it, it 


we should do so now. 
Mr. CLINGMAN. I would sugges: jy h 
Senator that there is a proposition probably 2 
come in from the other House; at least jt js ote 
voted on under the previous question, as | 
from reading the newspapers, and will be determ 
ined this morning; and might it not be wel} , 
let this lie over until that is acted upon? Jf rom 
proposition comés in, we can act on = 
make this — to save time. 
Mr. HALE. My impression is, that no reli 
ance is to be placed on that. { understand, as . 
matter of rumor, that the House voted almost 
anyhow—sometimes one way and sometimes the 
other—and there is no knowing how they will 
vote. I think it better to have the sense of the 
Senate upon it. If the Senate will take jt y I 
do not want to debate it a moment. ms 
The motion was agreed to; and the Senate pro. 
ceeded to consider the following resolution: 
Resolved by the Senate, (the House of Representatives 
concurring,) That the Speaker of the House and President 
of the Senate adjourn their respective Houses on Wednes. 
pe the 18th of April instant, to Tuesday, the 22d of May 
next. 
Mr. HALE. I move to amend the resolution 
by striking out Wednesday and inserting Thurs. 


. ~Ongress, 
13 Ume th 
1 move to take jt up * 


a | merely 


day. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. CLINGMAN. I move to amend it further 
by saying ** From Thursday next until Tuesday, 
the Ist of May.’’ I move to strike out the 24 
day of May and insert the Istof May. AsI am 
told that a great many Senators are going away, 
which probably may interrupt business, [ shall 
make no opposition to one clear week’s adjourn- 


ment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 
appeal to Senators to preserve order. It is im- 
possible to transact business with so much con- 
fusion in the Chamber. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I am certainly opposed 
to the amendment proposed by the Senator from 
North Carolina, w ich is, as I understand it, to 
adjourn from the 19th of the present month until 
the Ist of May; that is an adjournment for some 
ten days. It seems to me, that is unjust to those 
members of Congress who reside at some consid- 
erable distance from the capital. What are we 
todo? We have no time to go home and return. 
We should be upon the road the whole time, 
and if we are to have an adjournment at all, | 
prefer: 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Will the Sen- 
ator pause? The hour for the special order has 
arrived, and it becomes the duty of the Chair to 
announce that as the first business now in order. 

Mr. HALE. I move to postpone the prior 
orders for the purpose of disposing of this ques- 
tion. 

Mr. WADE. I cannot consent to that, if the 
resolution is going to lead to debate. 

Mr. HALE. Oh, no; it will not. : 

Mr. WADE. It looks very much like it. 

‘Mr. GRIMES. The special order, I believe, 
is the homestead bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The special 
order is the unfinished business on which the Sen- 
ate adjourned yesterday—the bill in relation to the 
patent laws. , 

Mr. WADE. The homestead bill was made 
the special order for this morning. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senate 
adjourned yesterday on the patent bill, which was 
left as the unfinished business, and takes prece- 
dence. 

Mr. WADE. I move then to postpone all prior 
orders, and take up the homestead bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 
state to the Senator from Ohio, that the Committee 
on Public Lands has not yet reported the home- 
stead bill back to the Senate. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. I wish to re 
mark, that I have been trying to get the floor t 





make that rt durin e morning, and | felt 
dis ‘oe be e : until we wore through 


other morning business, knowing that this 
report would be in order at any time. Now, 8 
the morning hour has expired, I'am ready to make 
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the report, and | hope the Senate will receive it, ing this Congress except the appropriation bills. | 





3 || getting there in order to attend them, This ism 
roceed d proceed to the consideration of what was made | 0 hope that every member of this body, who | aaa view of the propriety of a ncn y 
I sub. oe special order for this day. tales an interest in other questions outside of the || | Next comes the question of time. I sup 
gress Mr. HALE I want to know whether my mo-,|| mere epee bills to carry on the Govern- || all will concede that, if we are to adjourn from 
ne that tion is in order. I have moved to postpone the || ment,wi ea menetonnnite adjourn Congress— || three days to three days during the sessions of the fe 
p. cial order, for the purpose of disposing of this || for it isequivalent toan adjournment—and calling || conventions, it would be better to make an ad- ash: 
+ § lution of adjournment. us together a month hence. I hope we shall go | journment by, joit resolution at once, if we are 3 
bly to The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion || on and legislate, as we can, on very many im- || ‘not to transact business in that time; but I prefer i em 
8 to be frst in order is, = postpone = cern va se portant esstenn, pormeending the absence of 1 the recess from next Thursday to Monday, the we 
I ; ose of continuing the consideration of || some members of this body. '| 30th; and then agai al 

tine. r ae that was sialannebiaalins That Mr. CLINGMAN. I wish to modify my i 7 hice, bocentin Gdeeichoriae o aaa sft 4 
vel to ig the first question. amendment, and make the day of reassembling | members who are delegates will necessarily have | 
f that Mr. HALE. Exactly; and [ hope we shall the 30th of April, instead of the Ist of May. That | to beabsent from Congress It is true, that those i 
nerely « gispose of it in halfan hour, I have no disposi- will take but six legislative days, There will be | who remain here will not find the Senate in ses- a 

ae debate it. two Saturdays and two Sundays included. I pre- || sion in those intervals; but it leaves us ten da 8, oe 4 
0 relj. . = GWIN. Inasmuch as I am entirely. op- fer going on with the public business. J learn, || more than a week, for business between the a 
a8 a osed to this recess, I ask for the yeas and nays though, that certain Senators are going to Charles- || of April and the 11th of May, in which a great Sib Sr! 
most n this motion; and letus make it a test question. || ‘0M, and a number of others have taken that oc- || deal may be done. 
e8 the ’ The yeas and nays were ordered. casion to pair off for the pee of going home; || I do not view this question as g matter of per- * Fi 
y will Mr. DAVIS. [I should like to hear what the and [ thin c It quite proba le that those of us who | sonal convenience. f I were t a delegate, I ; 
of the yestion is. sit here will be obliged merely to come in-from | should still vote for this recess, though I had to .n 
up, I "The PRESIDING OFFICER. To postpone || day today, and we shall accomplish nothing. In || remain here or chose to go home. | could always : 

all previous orders, for the purpose of continuing that view of the case, therefore, I —— having a || find employment here. _A man has always bus- 
€ pro- the consideration of the resolution offered by the clear adjournment for the time I have indicated; || iness connected with his committees, reports to 


: Senator from New Hampshire, proposinga recess. || and if my amendment is adopted, I have no ob- || make up, matters to investigate on which he may 
tatives 


The yeas and nays were ordered; and being | jection to taking it in that form, but otherwise I || be called to act. He may have business for his 
siden taken, resulted—yeas 27, nays 25; as follows: shall vote against the proposition. constituents atthe different Departments. All these 





of May YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, a. Brown, Chesnut, 
Collamer, Davis, Fitch, Foot, Foster, Hale, Hemphill, 

. Iverson, Kennedy, Lane, Mason, Pawell, Pugh, Sebastian, 
ution, Seward, Simmons, Slidell, Sumner, Ten Eyck, Thomson, | 
hurs- Wigfall, Wilson, and Yulee—27. 
NAYS —Messrs. B , Bright, Cameron, Chandler, 
Clark, Clingman, Crittenden, Dixon, Durkee, Fessenden, 
Fitzpatrick, Grimes, Gwin, Hammond, Harlan, Johnson of 


Mr. TRUMBULL. I should like to ask the || things, I think, would fully engage almost an 
Senator from North Carolina a question. Will || member’s attention during the interval that will eh 
he then agree to adjourn again for ten days for | exist between the adjournment from Thursday of | 


the Chicago convention? : this week until the 30th of April, and then we can 
Mr. CLINGMAN. I will do so, certainly. go on with our business when there will be no 


Mr. TRUMBULL. Then we might as well | reason for absence, between that time and the 12th 
adjourn for a month at once. 





: | of May; and then we can accord to our opponents ibe 
Irther Arkansas, Johnson of Tennessee, King, Nicholson, Polk, | ir. CLINGMAN. I think not. We shall |! the cane courtesy they avant teu frat the 15th zh 
sda Rice, Toombs, Trumbull, Wade, and Wilkinson—25. eed : ; y g ’ 
y : have two weeks to work in the interval. I prefer, || to the 2lst of May. That seems to me to be the 
e Qld So the motion was agreed to. | I hav d : : : . i] y 
yo ; MBULL. 1 ¢ a.| be rave already said, going on with business; | better course, re therefore I shall vote for the Pats 
way Mr. TRU i é ms . we are to ad- ut oe a strong disposition to adjourn, I | amendment of the Senator from North Carolina; big 
shall journ at all, we sha — y adjourn over the — d rather make a short adjournment than a | but if it is the preference of the Senate to adjourn 7 > 
a period of the sitting of both conventions, and not || long one. — || from Thareday next until the Qlst of May, I shall + 
| for ten days merely. The pending propositionis, || Mr.BAYARD. My constituents have chosen || interpose no objection to that, though I prefer the Ne 
rill to adjourn from the 19th April until the Ist day of || to select me as one of theirdelegates to the Charles- | other on the ground which I have stated. : 
See May, onthe motion of the Senator from North Car- | ton convention. ‘To myself, personally, it is not | Mr. DIXON. I wish to offer an amendment 5 
re olina. Thatis the pending proposition, and I trust || an agreeable duty; I have no desire to go there; || as an amendment to the amendment of the Sena- i 
that amendment will not at any rate be adopted; | but when | looked at the state of things in this || tor from North Carolina, to strike out of the res- 
but lam opposed to adjourningatall. Itdoes seem || country, I supposed it might be a duty that [ || olution all after the words ‘respective Houses,” 
posed tome that there are important measures before || should go, provided I could do so consistently | and insert ‘‘and terminate the present session of 
sr Congress that require our attention; and I do not || with my duties as a Senator; for if the business | Congress on Monday the 4th day of June next,”’ 
until believe either * ad eee -_ days or ten || of the Senate 7 to goon aie ~ one of oes '| so that the resolution will read: let 
ae days, or in neglecting the public business by pair- || convention, of course I should feel that that had | Resolved by the Senate, (the House of Representatives 
ing off, so that we shall not have a quorum here. || a superior claim on my time, and that I had no || concurring,) That the Speaker of the House and the Presi- | 
those e have great measures pending. Here is the || right to be absent from the body. I only wish |, dentof the Senate adjourn the respective Houses, and term- Pi 
ar heneneat bill, one of the most important meas- || the decision of the Senate. ae eee ee Monday the 4th day of June | 
, ures, I think, that has ever been before Congress; || But, sir, allow me to say that I think gentle- || © ~~ aioe i} 
turn. and are we to be justified in adjournin frou day || men underrate the iemaciiiien of these conven- | Mr. CLINGMAN. If I can accept that amend- . L 
ume, to day, doing nothing, and sufferin thoes great || tions. As long asthe people of this country please || ment In lieu of my own, I will do so, and save the 
all, I measures to fail for want of time? hy, sir, at || to adopt that system for nominations to the office || Senate =o aS aoe on it, for this is a 
the last Congress, the homestead bill passed the || of Chief Magistrate of the country—and, ofcourse | Proposition f preter tog . . 
 Sen- House of Seprotadances, and we anes could || one of these nominations will aacinelly be suc- || he PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
r has get a vote on it in this body for want of time. It || cessful—it is certainly of the highest importance | hears no objection to the withdrawal of the 
me was crowded out here by some other measure. || to the interests of the country that the nomina- | amendment of the Senator from North Carolina. 
der. Here is the Pacific railroad bill, of which I am || tions should be proper ones. Are you to exclude | Mr. PUGH. [| am one of five Senators who ; 
aoe reminded. Some measure must pass this Con- || from any participation in those conventions, or | have been chosen delegates to the Charleston con- 


gress to provide the means for carrying on the | 
the Government. Here we have had a Government | 
running in debt millions of dollars every year for 
several years, and we must either cut down the ap- 
| propriations, or we must raise the means to pay 
the debts that we are incurring. It is a most un- 
fortunate example that we are setting to the world, 
sl in & time of profound peace, borrowing money to 
oa carry on the Government. If the expenses of 


any attendance on them, all members of Congress | vention; and if there could be a unanimous con- Lh 
who, from the confidence their constituents repose | 8°t, or nearly so of the Senate, to adjourn over, 
in them by sending them here, you may suppose || it would be very satisfactory to me; but as I see i 
would be fairly conversant with the general state || there is considerable opposition on the part of 
of political affairs in the country, and certainly Senators, and counter-propositions are made, in 
would be as well calculated as any persons (if || order to dispose of the matter—for I intend to go 
their constituents chose to select them for that pur- | t® Charleston if Lam able, whether the Senate i 
pose) of deciding on who was the appropriate can- || *djourns or not—I move to lay the resolution ae 
didate of their party, and what was the appropri- || 20d amendments on the table, and make an end eT 


lieve, 








this Government are necessarily eighty or a hun- || ate basis on which to place the contest on which || Of it. ; nA 

‘0 the dred million dollars a year, as they hase been un- || they were sinialen dae upon which thedestinies || Mr. CLINGMAN. [I hope the Senate will let 

4 der the last and present Administrations, let us || of the country might hang. Is itright and proper, || US Vote. It is a very important proposition that 
mace provide the means in some way, and pay these || or is it wise and prudent, that all that class of || '8 offered by the Senator from Connecticut: let us 
nate expenses, and in some other way than by issuing || men who may happen to be in Congress should || 8°¢ if we can fix the day for the final adjourn- 
ze reasury notes, or borrowing money. be excluded entirely from these conventions; and || Ment. ; . i 

; Now, sir, if we adjourn for ten or for thirty || is it likely that the results arrived at would be | Mr.PUGH. Itisnot worth while for us to do : 

— days, the result of it will be, that we shall come || more satisfactory to the country or to their party || it. We are at the mercy of the House of Repre- ; 

‘a ack here in the heat of summer; and then there || if you exclude entirely those who may be sup- || §¢Mtatives. Until they have made some progress t 
pn will be a great anxiety to adjourn Congress final- || posed, from their disposition, to be well acquainted | with the appropriation bills, we cannot arrive at t 
will ly. We shall merely pass the ordinary appropri- || with the general tone of sentimentin the country, || 8%y conclusion, I have no idea that the final ad- ts 
coe ation bills, and the great interests of the country || the character of its public men and their fitness || jourmment will be considered now. . 4 
- 3 will be neglected. I trust that we shall stay here. || for office, from a body of that kind? | think not; || . The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 4") 
jom If a few Senators or a few members of the other || and that is the reason why, so thinking, I have || 18 on the motion to lay the resolution and amend- 1 
tae House desire to attend the conventions, I presume || determined to accept the dclegntion which my | ments on the table. tf 
or to they ean do so without breaking up a quorum. || constituents chose to confer on me, without re- | The motion was not agreed to. ) sf 
I felt or my part, I think that we are sent here to le- || quest or solicitation upon my part. But, ofcourse, || The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question eg 
ae gislate for the country, and not to e in these t admit it must be subordinate. It is for the Sen- || is on the amendment offered by the Senator from , Le 
: iss Political conventions to make Presidents. - ate to say whether their business cannot be trans- | Connecticut. , si 
“te on -GWIN. I consider, Mr. President, that || acted, although they may choose to grant these | Mr. HALE. Isnot the amendment that I pro- q 
make this resolution passes, it is equivalent to noti- || recesses as time that the conventions are | posed the one first in order, to strike out ‘* Wed- 

t 


fying the country that we shall pass nothing dur- '' in session, with a day or two for the purpose of 


nesday’’ and insert ‘‘ Thursday?” ‘I 





yh 


i pening ad PEA : P 
Sener pes RE Mew cere Im en 


ase 
: a 
Soha). 
ee i 
ul oe 
: 
i ¢ , 
Pie 
=) 
iN ‘ 
43 
ie 
i ‘ 
¢ 
- = 
 - : 
eee 
t be - 
-—: 
Dae | 
: q f 
" 7 
— 7 
elk 
P { 
q 
ae | 


, {Pty 
neni einai eaenntgemmiettn pil 


ee neers 


Lay 
Sra 


ee 





[ 
t 
i 
| 


1748 


adopted by unanimous consent. - 

Mr. HALE. Very well. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary 
will read the amendment of the Senator from 
Connecticut. 

The Secretary read it. : 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I ask for the yeas and 
nays on the amendment. 

he yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr BAYARD. Iam not opposed to an early 
adjournment if the business of the Senate is trans- 
acted; far from it, I have always desired early 
adjournments. But the object of the amendment, 
of course, is to defeat the recess necessarily. I 
think, if we pass such a resolution, it will be laid 
on the table in the House of Representatives. 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll, and 
Mr. Anruony gas understood to answer to his 


name. 

Mr. DAVIS. During the sessions of the con- 
ventions to which reference is made, though I feel 
no interest in them myself, it is quite apparen 
that others who are absent will render it im- 
proper, not to say impossible, for us to proceed 
with legislation. The absence of members will 
involve the necessity of postponing every ques- 
tion 

Mr. HALE. I hate to interrupt the Senator, 
but I want to remind him that one Senator has 
answered to the call of the yeas and nays. 

Mr. DAVIS. If the Senator makes the 

oint 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair did 
not hear the response. 

Mr. HALE. 1 did not want to make the 
point. I thought the Senator was not aware of 
the fact. 








The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair did || 


not hear the response of the Senator from Rhode 
Island, and the Senator from Mississippi is there- 
fore in order. 

Mr. DAVIS. I was going on to say that, during 
the sessions of these conventions, it 1s quite appar- 
ent that all business which will be brought before 
the two Houses of Congress will necessarily be 
delayed on account of he absence of members, 
or improperly forced to a vote when it is known 
that the presence of members would affect the 
result. I therefore take it for granted that no vote 
will be had on - important question during that 
period; and, as the Government is involved in no 
expenditure of money by taking a recess, I think 
it far better that members should have the benefit 
of such a recess, and for so long a period as will | 
enable us to go home and return. tt would be an | 
advantage to me, personally, to have a recess long | 
enough to enable me to go home and return here 
when the duties of legislation are recommenced, 
say about the Ist of June. I do not believe the 
seasion will be materially abridged by sitting on 
here, and adjourning from day to day on account 
of the absence of members. It merely confines 
us to the city; prevents us from taking the advan 
age of an opportunity to visit our homes and 
attend to our private affairs. It is actually no 
benefit to anybody. I think we could return here 
on the Ist of June, and legislate with more advant- 
age to the country than if we remained here with 
debates fruitless of any results, adjournments, 
delays, waiting, on the part of a few members, the 
absence of those who are able to go home and 
return within ten days. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays on 
the amendment of Mr. Dixon, resulted—yeas 18, 
nays 31; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Bingham, Bright, Chandler, 
Clark, Clingman, Crittenden, Dixon, Doolittle, Durkee, 

, Gwin, Hammond, Harlan, Latham, Powell, Sii- 
dell, and Toombs—18. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Bragg, Brown, Cameron, Clay, 
Collamer, Davis, Fessenden Fitch, eaepresick, Fest, Fos# 
ter, Hale, Hamlin, Iverson, Johnson of , Johnson 
of ‘Tennessee, King, Mason, Pugh, Rice, Sebastian, Sew- 
ard, Simmons, Sumner, Thomson, Trumbull, Wade, 
Wilkinson, Wilson, and Yulee—31. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. HALE. It seems to me necessary toname 
an hour in the resolution, as is usual, and, there- 
fore, | propese to fix three o’clock on Thursday 
for the adjournment. 

Mr, SLIDELL. I shall vote for this proposi- 
tien; but, in case it fails, I shall offer another, 
which I now present, and ask to have read for 
information. [should offer it in the form of an 















| 
| 
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amendment to this, but that I am informed by 
those better acquainted with the rules than I am, 
that a — resolution cannot be changed toa 
simple Senate resolution, and that an amendment 
cannot be offered to change its character in that 
respect. I therefore notify Senators, that, in case 
of the failure of this resolution, I shall offer this 
poposition: 

Ordered, That when the Senate adjourns on Thursday 
next, it be to meeton Monday next; that when the Senate 
adjourns on that day, it be to meet on the following Tburs- 
day; and when the Senate adjourns on that day, it be to 
meet on the following Tuesday, the Ist of May. 


Mr. CLINGMAN. I think this is the most 
mischievous proposition we can have. It will 
have the effect of misleading the country. Instead 
of adjourning over for a week or ten days, we 
shall meet every third day, and the Vice Presi- 
dent will come here and takethe chair, and some 
member will come and move an adjournment. 
Thus those of us who choose not to leave the city 
will be tied here under the form of doing business, 
when we are really doing nothing at all. I hope 
we shall do one of two things: either go on reg- 
ularly with the business, or adjourn the two 
Houses for some certain time. 

Mr. GRIMES. Iam unwilling that either of 
these propositions shall be adopted without say- 
ing a single word in opposition to them. It oc- 
curs to me that the proposition submitted by the 
Senator from New Hampshire will furnish an oc- 
casion for a great many men, who are willing to 
avail themselves ofan opportunity which this will 
afford them, to say that the Government of this 
country, and especially the Congress of the Uni- 
ted States, belongs to the politicians rather than 
tothe people. One of the great evils of our times 
is the insatiable desire to be continually making 
Presidents; and this proposition is in effect to say 
that it is more important that Congress should 
adjourn to go to Charleston and Chicago, to dis- 
tinguish, between several prominent men, as to 
which of them shall be the candidates of the re- 
spective parties, thanit is for us to go on with the 
dispatch of the public business. Sua look at it. 


| We assembled here on the first Monday of De- 


cember last, in obedience to the Constitution, to 
perform important public duties. We were nine 
weeks perfectly paralyzed, and during that time 
we did nothing in either branch of Congress; we 
have done comparatively nothing since; and now 
because three great political parties, into which 
this country is divided, propose to hold political 
conventions, with which we as the Congress have 
nothing whatever to do, and with which it seems 
only five individual members of this body have 
anything to do, it is proposed that we shall ad- 
journ for four weeks, in order to let members go 
and attend as lobbyers, or outsiders, in connec- 
tion with those conventions. 

I am opposed to the whole thing. I am opposed 
to recognizing by any act of ours the fact that 
such conventions are to be held at all. It is said 
we shall do no business here, if we do not adjourn 
over. I donot know that; butI say, if it be a fact 
that we shall do no business, it would be infinitely 
better for our own reputations, in my opinion, 
and it would be infinitely better for the country, 
that we should stay here and do nothing, than to 
pass this resolution and establish the precedent 
that in such cases as this Congress will om 
because political conventions are to be held. Why 
should we adjourn on account of a political con- 
vention, where a presidential candidate is to be 
nominated, any more than we should because a 
convention is to be held for any other necessary 
or constitutional or desirable purpose? I say, sir, 
that it is our duty to stay here and dispatch the 
public business, if wecan. If individual members 
of Congress sce fit to pair off and go to either of 
these conventions, that is their own business; we 
have nothing to do with it; but as a Congress, as 
a Senate, I enter my protest against our adjourn- 
ing for the pee of attending the conventions. 

he PRESI ING OFFICER. Did the Chair 
understand the Senator from New Hampshire to 
offer an amendment? 

Mr. HALE. Yessir. I think, according to 
precedent, when we have ordered the presiding 
officers of the two Houses to adjourn the body we 
have named the hour. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Will the Sen- 
ator restate his amendment? 

Mr. HALE. Where it calls on the presiding 
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‘The PRESIDING OFFICER. That has been 


April 17, 
officers to adjourn the two Houses ioe 
the 19th of April, I propose to insert: * at y; 
o’clock in the afternoon.” two 
The amendment was spent to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques: 
recurs on the resolution as amended. qestion 
Mr. TOOMBS. Mr. President, I concur ; 
the reasons of those who oppose this resoluti . 
I see no sort of reason whatever why the ., 
of the United States should adjourn, and leaye ie 
own business untouched, in order that Saeoae 
people, who may be sent to Charleston to attend 
a convention, may nominate a presidential candi- 
date. I see no reason for it, and very many rea 
sons against it. A great many of us are here a 
rsonal inconvenience. We are Willing to sta 
ere as long as is necessary to attend to the Public 
business. “If gentlemen of our House desire 1 
go, they can go now. There is no difficulty abou, 
that. ae can go with or without iring, if 
necessary; but business can go on. It requent! 
happens that gentlemen have to leave their places 
for private business. It must frequently happen 
in a body constituted like this. Les those cn 
their constituents desire to go to Charlestor or 
Chicago go there, but to interrupt the Govern. 
ment.on account of there being a meeting in a 
distant portion of the Republic, to run somebod 
for President of the United States, seems to me 
very discreditable tothe Senate and to the country, 
Mr. CLINGMAN. What is the particular 
resolution ? 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The resolution 
that has been read. 
Mr. CLINGMAN. I thought there was ap 
amendment offered by the Senator from Louisiana: 


to it. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I stated distinctly that I did 
not offer itasan amendment. I merely gave notice 
that in case this failed I would offer it. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Read the resolution. | 
should like to hear it. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 

Resolved by the Senate, (the House of Representatives con- 
curring,) That the Speaker of the House and President of 
the Senate adjourn the respective Houses on Thursday, the 
19th of April instant, at two o’clock, p. m., to Tuesday, the 
22d of May next. 

Mr. GRIMES and Mr. CLINGMAN called 
for the yeas and nays; and they were ordered; and 
being taken, resulted—yeas 20, nays 31 ; as follows: 

YEAS—Mes&srs. Anthony, Bayard, Bingham, Brown, 
Davis, Fitch, Foot, Hale, Hamlin, Iverson, Lane, Powell, 
Pugh, Sebastian, Simmons, Slidell, Sumner, Thomson, 


Wilson, and Yulee—20. 
NAYS—Messrs. » Bright, Chandler, Chesnut, Clark, 


Clingman, Collamer, Crittenden, Dixon, Doolittle, Durkee, 
Fessenden, Fitzpatrick, Foster, Grimes, Gwin, Hammond, 
Harlan, Johnson of Arkansas, Johnsen of Tennessee, King, 
Latham, Mason, Nicholson, Rice, Ten Eyck, Toombs, 
Trumbull, Wade, Wigfall, and Wilkinson—3}. 


So the resolution was rejected. 


Mr. SLIDELL. | offer my resolution now. 
[ shall not ask the consideration of it, because it 
cannot be entertained unless by unanimous con- 
sent: 

Ordered, That when the Senate adjourns on Thursday 
next, it be to meet on Monday next ; that when the Senate 
adjourns on that day, it be to meet on the following Thurs- 
day ; and that when the Senate s on that day, it be 
to meet on the following Tuesday, the Ist of May. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


Mr. POWELL: I move that the Senate 
go into executive session. [**Oh, no!’’] I will 
state to the Senate that it is very desirable that 
we should have a short executive session, whic 
will take not over ten minutes, I think. The pub- 
lic interests will suffer, unless we have that execu- 
tive session to-day, and at this time, for reasons 
that I cannot now well explain to the Senate. It 
is a matter of very imperious necessity. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of executive business; 
and after some time spent therein, the doors were 
reopened. 

HOMESTEAD BILL. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. The Commit- 
- - mys Lands, to whom was oe - 

i . No. 1) to grant to any person who} 
head ofa amin and acitizen of the United States 
a a one hundred and sixty acres . 
land out of the public domain, oo condition 0 
pared oes ue ‘wan the come 

apeesy ae : ees 

proposed thereto, and the bill (H.R. No. 280) ” 
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esteads to actual settlers on the public 
ee with the amendments proposed thereto, 
have instructed me to report a bill as an inde- 
sndent proposition, derived from all the proposi- 
- ns referred to the Committee on Public Lands, 
which bill I send to the Secretary’s desk for the 
sarpoee of having it read. 
P The bill (S. No. 416) to secure homesteads to 
actual settlers on the public domain, and for other 
urposes, Was read a first time, and ordered toa 
second reading. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. fask that the 
pif reported by the committee be printed. 

The motion was greed to. 

Mr. YULEE. The bill cannot be read a sec- 
ond time boats if there is oujecton. . 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foor in 
the chair.) Not unless there is unanimous con- 
sent, under the rules. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. I hope the 
Senator will withdraw his objection. The under- 
standing was that there should be a report made 
on this subject to-day, and then that it should 
take precisely the same position that it had before 
the Senate. I hope the Senator will withdraw his 

jection. 
= YULEE. I made no such objection; but 
this I understand to be a perfectly new measure, 
and I should like to see it in print. I should like 
toknow whatitis. If the committee had brought 
back the same bill which was referred to them, 
with amendments, such as the committee might 
have recommended, it would be another matter. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 
state, when the bill is read a second time, it will 
be read through; but it being an independent bill 
reported from the committee, a single objection 
carries it over. 

Mr. COLLAMER. Is this anything more than 
an amendment to the original bill? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
understood, from the Senator reposting the bill, 
that it was a separate and independent bill. 

Mr. COLLAMER, I thought it was a substi- 
tute for the bill referred by the Senate—an amend- 
ment by way of substitution. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. In one sense, 
it may be considered a substitute for all the bills; 
but itis an independent proposition, embracing 
substantially the best provisions of all the biils 
and amendments that were referred to the com- 
mittee. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair un- 
derstood the original bill and all pending amend- 
ments to have been recommitted to the Commit- 
teeon Public Lands. That committee report back 
a single and independent bill, which comes before 
the Senate asa separate and independent proposi- 
tion, and subject to the whole proceedings of a bill 
in that position. 

Mr. COLLAMER. But that is nothing more 
than an amendment to the bill which was before 


ts “ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. There are no 
bills now before the Senate on this subject, ex- 
cept the independent one now reported by the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I believe that bill was re- 
committed to the Committee on Public Lands, 
with instructions to report it back to-day, with 
such amendments as they saw fit. The bill must 
be brought back to us in conformity with the in- 
structions. They can submit any other proposi- 
ion in lieu of it; but the bill itself is bound to 
come before us under the instructions of the 
Senate. 

Mr. COLLAMER. [ insist that it is not in the 
power of the committee in any way to suppress 
or strangle the bill that was committed to them. 
They must bring back that bill. It is now before 
the Senate, as I take it, with the amendments of 
pd camanittee as an amendment by way of sub- 

ution, 


Mr. KING. I was going to make that point 
of order. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. By permission 
of the Senator from New York—— . 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair acts 
on the report of the committee, and takes the 
Statement of the member reporting the bill as the 
question before the Senate. He reports back a 
Single bill, as an independent proposition, drawn 
oe the bills and amendments recommitted 





THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. COLLAMER. I desire to ask the Sena- || 


tor from Tennessee whether he does not report 
back the bills we sent to the committee? 

r. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. All the bills 
come back. 

Mr. COLLAMER. Then, of course, the bill 
then pending before the Senate is now before us, 
and the others by way of amendment. 

Mr. KING. Certainly. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 
call on the member of the committee making this 
report, to state again the report of the committee, 
that the Chair may understand the question. 

Mr. WADE. I think we had better have the 
Journal read. I desire to know what the original 
entry is in regard to the recommittal of this bill. 
What was the order then made ?, 

Mr. PUGH. I think I can relieve two or three- 
Senators from this difficulty, The committee cer- 
tainly has a right to report a bill, at all events— 
there can be no point of order made on that—on 
any subject that is referred to them. Ona former 
occasion, the Senate referred not merely the House 
bill, but the Senate bill, and some ten or twelve 
propositions to the committee. The committee, 
instead of reporting back either of those two ori- 
Final bills, reports an entirely new proposition. 

here are two precedents for that within my rec- 
ollection. In the first place, when we had the 
enabling act for Kansas before usin 1856, I think 


there were probably half a dozen bills, and_they | 


were all recommitted to the Committee on Terri- 
tories, and the committee produced an entirely 
new bill—what was called the Toombs bill. Sub- 
sequently, at the time of the Lecompton contro- 
versy, half a dozen bills, or several, at all events, 
were committed to the Committee on Territories. 
The committee reported none of them back, but, 
instead, reported a new bill. I do not understand 
that the particular bills were so much sent to the 
committee as that the subject was_sent. How- 
ever, if Senators want the House bill and the Sen- 
ate bill brought back again, the committee have 
no objection; but the object of the committee was 
to relieve the Senate from the very difficulty of 
this great variety of propositions which induced 
the motion to recommf. The bill which the com- 
mittee reported isin order. Ithas been read once, 
and, if there be no objection, it can be read a sec- 
ond time. Then, if a demand is made to report 
back the other bills, the committee will report 
them. Unless there be an objection to the second 
reading, I move the second reading of the bill 
reported by the committee. 

r. YULEE. I presume it will not be the de- 
sign of the friends of this bill to press for action 
upon it to-day. In that event, I have no objec- 
tion, so far as [ am concerned, t@ allow the sec- 


ond reading, if it is to be understood that the bill | 


is to be printed. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. As chairman 
of the Committee on Public Lands, I hope very 
much that the Senate will not take any ground of 
that sort here. 1 do not know that the Senator 
from Florida was in his seat at the time the Sen- 
ate came to the conclusion to refer the whole sub- 
ject back to the Committee on Public Lands, I 
presume from the course he now takes that he 
was not; but at atime when he was absent, I pre- 
sume he will allow that the sense of this side of 
the House might speak for him, as he was not 
here. It certainly was well understood, on this 
side of the House, that if the whole of these prop- 
ositions—the Senate bill itself that was then be- 
fore us, and the House bill, and seven amend- 

ents, each one of which constituted a full prop- 
ition, and an entire substitute—should be re- 
ferred back to the committee, there would be no 
opposition on this side of the House to the taking 
up, not only of the report from the committee 
which the Senate ordered to be made to-day, but 
that the Senate would po on with the considera- 
tion of the subject until it was disposed of, giving 
it a position that was equivalent to that of a spe- 
cial order from day today. That was the atti- 
tude in which it was here, then. It is true that 
we have reported an independent bill. I do not 


deem it necessary now to say anything in regard 
to that action, because the Senator from Ohio has 
explained so distinctly what have been the rea- 
sons which governed them, that I do not think it 
necessary to speak further on that subject. He 
mentions two precedents. ‘There are many. I 
am assured, in speaking with those who have ex- 
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perience here, that there are at least six or seven 
recedents that can be found for this course. This 
is a bill of concession, really and earnestly seek- 





ing something that may bring us together and 


may do good, as the result of a proposition that, 
as originally brought forward here, might do 
damage unless it was met in a conciliatory man- 


ner. 

Mr. YULEE. I had no captious purpose in 
the objection which I made. If the committee 
had reported back the bill which was committed 
to them—the House bill, with such amendments 
as they thought proper to offer—of course I should 
have made no objection whatever to our proceed- 
ing even to a vote to-day; but they come here—a 
Democratic committee; a committee upon which 
there isa Democratic majority—reporting an en- 
tirely new measure, and for which we have their 
responsibility. I wanted, therefore, to have full 
time to read it and understand it.. I wanted it to 
be — before we proceed to action. But, as I 
understand it is not proposed or expected to pro- 
ceed to a vote to-day, I withdraw the objection. I 
am willing that we should proceed as far as it 
may be agreeabie to the Senate to proceed, if it 
be understood that the bill be printed before we 
are called upon to act. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary 
will read so much of the Journal of the Senate as 

| relates to the recommitment by the Senate of 
these several propositions, 

The Secretary read, as follows: 


“On motion of Mr. Jounson, of Arkansas, that the bill 
of the House, No. 280, entitled ‘An act to secure home- 
steads to actual settlers on the public domain, and for other 
purposes;’ and the bill of the Senate, No. i, to grant to 
any person who is the head of a family and a citizen of 
the United States, a homestead of one hundred and sixty 
acres of land out of the public domain, upon condition of” 
occupancy and cultivation of the same for the —_— herein 
specified, with all the amendments proposed theréto, be 
recommitted to the Committee on Public Lands, with in- 
structions to report thereon to the Senate on Tuesday neat, 

“It was determined in the affirmative.” 


Mr. WADE. Lhave no desire to press this 
business any faster than we can do it understand- 
ingly. When this bill was committed, it was with 
the understanding on the other side of the Cham- 
ber, by many, not by all, that when it was taken 
up again, it should be proceeded with from day 
to day to the exclusion of all other business, until 


|| we had finished it in some way. Now, the bill 


that is reported has not been printed and put upon 
our tables. Ihave not expected that we could 

ress it to a vote until that was done, so that every 
Senator could see what it was he was about to 
vote upon; but I want to make to-day what prog- 





ress we can; and I hope there will be no captious 
| objections offered to t a of the bill. Let 

it go as far as we can to-day, committing nobody 
until we have the bill printed and laid on our ta- 
| bles and understood. To-morrow, however, I give 
notice to all the friends of the bill, that if it is then 
printed and on our tables, I shall endeavor to get 
it up; and, in the spirit of the understanding when 
|| we committed it to that committee, to press it 

from day to day until we have a final vote, which, 
I hope, will be at an early period. I do not wish 
to debate it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objection be- 
ing withdrawn to the s@¢cond reading of the bill, 
it will receive its second reading. 

There being no objection, the bill (S. No. 416) 
to secure homesteads to actual settlers on 
public domain, and for other purposes, was read 
| a second time, and considered as in Committee 
of the Whole. 

The Secretary proceeded to read the bill. 

Mr. YULEE. I suggest that the oe of the 
bill be suspended, inasmuch as it isprobable that 
the explanation we are about to receive from the 
committee will convey to us a more distinct idea 
of the new form which has been a to this sub- 
ject, than the reading with which the Secretary is 
proceeding. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If there be no 
objection, the Chair will suspend the further read- 
ing of the bill at length. [‘*Agreed.”] The bill 
having been read twice, is before the Senate as in 
Committee of the Whole. , 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. Mr. President, 
I do not rise for the purpose of making a speech 
or trespassing on the time of the Senate more than 
a few moments; but, in making the report which 
I made, the impression seemed to rest on the 
minds of some Peaators that the House bill No. 








~ Hg 
ooo ee 
- 
ee 





ee 


Sr eemin aet 


weve ee 


SS Ss ae 






















































































































1750 





ments, were in the committee. These proposi- | 
tions were all referred to the committee; and the | 
committee, after careful and mature consideration 
of all the propositions, prepared the bill which | 
they have now reported as an independent prop- | 
osition, and the instruction to me was to report 
the independent proposition in lieu of all the | 
measures that were referred to the committee, 
which was to take their place on the table and to | 
accompany the report of the committee, and they 
are now upon the table, 

Mr. President, there were many propositions | 
broughtforward. We had the House bill and the 
Senate bill before us. The Senate bill had been 
under consideration, and had been made the spe- 
cial order; it had been debated, and had gone over 
from day today. The House bill was then taken | 
up, and various propositions were offered by sev- | 


eral Senators. They were all referred to the com- || 


mittee, on the motion of the chairman. I think | 
I can speak with truth and sincerity when I say, | 
that the committee took up all these propositions, 
and considered them with deliberation and care, 
and scrutiny. They have passed this ee 
an ordeal to which, in all my experience of legis- | 
lation, I have never seen a bill subjected. It is | 
true my experience is not as much as that of some | 
others; but I have witnessed a good deal of legis- | 
lation, and I have been on committees. I know 
ihe spirit and feeling that were manifested when | 
this subject was referred back to the Committee | 
on Public Lands on the motion of its chairman. | 
There has been but one single purpose, and that | 
was to embrace the beenneneid idea proper, and | 
embrace in the bill principles that are pertinent to | 
the homestead measure, and bring it back to the | 
Senate in such a shape as it was believed would | 
meet the approbation of all the departments of the 
Government. The precise shape it has now as- 
sumed will be more fully explained by others, in 
a very short time, for I do not intend to occupy 
the attention of the Senate. It willaccommodate 
both parties, on this and the other side of the 
Chamber. The object of it was to establish and 
carry out the homestead principle, irrespective of | 
party influence, or the policy that might be pro- | 
posed by the respective parties on this question; 
and I want to say, in this connection, that the bill 
now is in ashape in which the genuine friends of | 
the homestead proposition have put it. It is true | 
that, on some of the details, which will be more 
fully explained by others, there was a little dif- 
ference of opinion; but. there was no difference | 
in the committee on the great principle running 
through the whole bill. 

The intention was, I repeat, for I want it dis- 
tinctly understood, not to take advantage of this or 
that party; but to place it on its true ground; to 
put it in such a shape that it would receive the 
sanction of the Senate, of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, and of the Executive of the United 
States. Those who are real friends to the home- 
stead proposition do not desire to see the bill 
vetoed. hose who are friends to the home- 
stead proposition do not desire to see it rejected | 
in either House; they are anxious for it to take 
that shape and form whiah will make it acceptable 
to all departments of the Government, and that 
was the leading idea and consideration with the 
committee in the preparation of this proposi- 
uon. 

As to the difference between this bill_and the | 
original Senate bill and the House bill, which were | 
both referred to the committee, I shall not speak. | 
I shall leave that to the chairman on whose mo- | 
tion the recommitment was made. In compliance | 





with the order of the Senate, the report has been | 
made here to-day. As to the differences between 
the proposition now under consideration, and the 
two bills and all the amendments that were re- 
ferred, I shall leave to the chairman to explain, 
who will, I do not say it unmeaningly, explain it | 
to the Senate more satisfactorily than I can; and 
there is another member of the committee, on the 
other side of the Chamber, who understands it, 
and I take this occasion to say, not because the 
Senators are present, that those two Senators have 
worked in good faith, and in a spirit of compro- 
mise, with a fixed determination to put the prop- 
osition in a one to be acceptable to the country, 
and to establish a great principle, and establish 
a system in connection with the public lands. 
Those two gentlemen are entitled to the credit 





230 and the Senate bill No. 1, with all the amend- | and respect of the country. 


| 
| 
| 





THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


I bear this tribute to 
them, humble as I am, whether it be worth any- 
thing to them ornot. Those gentlemen have en- 

ed their hearts and their souls in this matter; 
and there has been a magnanimity on the part of 
the chairman and of the gentleman in the Opposi- 
tion on the other side, to whom I have referred, 
that has commended them, and the country ought 
to know the part they have borne in the consum- 
mation of this great measure. 


when the proper occasion arises, in reference to 
those gentlemen, who have made a sacrifice, not- 
withstanding they are antipodes in pdlitics, to 
secure the consummation of a great idea, and the 
establishment ofa great principle, which, I believe, 
will have a more beneficial influence on our pres- 
ent land system than everything that has been 
adopted anterior to it. 

Ihope that, when explanations are made by the 
chairman pointing out the leading differences be- 
tween the various propositions, the Senate, after 
so much time has been consumed; after so much 
expectation has been created; after the excitement 
that has pervaded the whole country, will keep 
this proposition under consideration until it is dis- 
posed of. The public mind is entitled to it. It 
ought to have definite action; and I trust and hope 
that the Senate will keep the subject under con- 
sideration until it is disposed of in one way or the 
other. I do not wish to consume the time of the 
Senate; and I will give way for the chairman, who 
has taken the part he has, and who is entitled to 


| the commendation of the whole country, irre- 


spective of party, on this subject, to explain the 
differences in the bills. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. Mr. President, 
I have considered this question with a desire to 
arrive at something on which we could all agree, 
and I have certainly, as the Senator says, been 
sincere in all¢he efforts I have made in regard to 
it, as I trust I may always be in anything that I 
undertake. We have attained what I did not 
think possible, and what I have never, until recent- 
ly, thought it was competent to attain, a point in 
common between us, a measure for the disposi- 
tion of the public lands to actual settlers on which 
we could agree. We have attained that, whilst 
the Senator from Tennessee has preserved his idea. 
I mention that simply in consequence of the Sen- 
ator’s allusion to myself. I may say, as perhaps 
the best assurance that we have reached a propo- 
sition that is practicable in its character, and that 
is wise and likely to prove beneficial, that it com- 
mands the sanction and approval of several other 
parties, who have always, uniformly, and con- 
stantly, opposed the homestead bill. 

The object I have in rising is simply to explain 
the differences that occur Coctnante the measure 
that is before us now, and the bill that has been 
before us heretofore, and that has commanded 
the largest support, and was likely either to con- 
sume the residue of the session, or to become a 
law,so far as the action of the two Houses of Con- 
gress was concerned. My objectis to explain the 
points of difference, and to present them practi- 
cally. I have no disposition at all to make any 
speech on the subject at this time; for the argu- 
ments in regard to the whole matter are number- 
less in favor of the bill, and an ingenious man 
may find a great many on the other side. 

It is certain that we have now reached this 
point: we have brought here a measure which, 
so far as my convictions are concerned, is not only 
for the benefit of the actual settler who goes on 
the lands, but which is also demanded by, argl 
will be satisfactory to, the population throughout 
the country in other States, and which will also 
be satisfactory to those who are in charge of the 
Government itself. I cannot speak by authority, 
yet I know it is satisfactory to the Secretary of 
the Interior and to the Commissioner of the Gen- 
eral Land Office. It is a measure which will, of 
itself, be productive of order and symmetry in all 
its connection with the public land system, and 
will actually bring money into the Treasury. I 
have no hesitation in saying to the Senate that I 
believe I can demonstrate that fact. And whilst 
it will promote settlement, it will not, at the same 
time, inconsiderately throw emigration forward 
upon the public lands, and into the wilderness 
and the forests, in such numbers as to cause suffer- 
ing and loss to the settlers, or constitute a great 
national deception practiced upon them. 


I will not do it | 
_here. There are things that I can and will say, 





The bill now presented is a bill of : 
not going so far as was demanded, in-e 
opponents or the friends of the original 57 the 
stead proposition. The grounds of this =, 
have been tolerably well stated alread ea 
original advocate of the homestead eb oa 
the honorable Senator from Tennessee: oat Ten 

say, in this connection, that there was one = 
tinct understanding, on which we acted whe of 
set ourselves down to consider this question, 7 
that was, that we would eschew and reject a 
purpose of gaining a political advantage } td 
details of such a measure as this, or carrying : e 
| in any respect, a political warfare of any Rind’ 
We sought simply to obtain that which woujj 
establish a precedent, and a precedent consistey 
with our present land system; not throwing tae 
the public lands, not coming in conflict with the 
‘Constitution of the United States, and yer ™ 
mitting the settlement of the country, and . 
gradually, and establishing principles which, js 
we have not gone far enough now, and it should 
be deemed well to go further hereafter, it can jy 
done by subsequent legislation, on the ground that 
legislation is a matter that is eminently progres. 
sive in its character, where it is wise at all; and 
that, on the other hand, if we have gone too far 
we have not gone far enough to do damage anj 
prevent restrictions being imposed hereafter, |; 
is on these terms that this bill is proposed, which 
I hope will be generally supported. 

I have no doubtfhat there are those, on my own 
side of this Chamber, who will agree to no prop. 
osition at all on this subject.* I believe that there 
are some such. Very well. I know something 
of the circumstances that surround them, and { 
respect their position; but I know that there are 
others on this side of the Chamber who are sur- 
rounded by no such extraordinaryepressure upon 
their minds or obstacles in their localities as to 
cause them to prejudge the measure. There are 
very many who are free to consider the measure, 
as it comes before you now, with reference to its 
own merits. I will say beforehand that if this 
measure is permitted to stand as it is reported, | 
am for it. Ido not say this with the belief thatit 
will affect the action of others at all. I only say 
it as indécative of the earnestness and sincerity 
with which I believe that it is right; that it will 
give what no man can properly reject, that it 
will only go to test, in some ge principles 
and policy that ought to be tested, and which if 
we do not test, other measures that are absolutely 
destructive in their character upon the public in- 
terests will be compelled to be brought forward 
and supported, and finally passed through. It 
must be evident, I think, to our own side of the 
House that the subject itself has taken possession 
of the minds of people in the old States, some 
State Legislatures having absolutely instructed 
their Senators on this floor, and requested their 
members of the other House, to sustain some 
measure of immediate relief and amelioration. 
The Treasury is now receiving almost nothing 
from the public lands, and will so continue to re- 
ceive almost nothing from the public lands, if 
things remain as they are. Some measure must 
and will be adopted, before we are done, and the 
question is, whether we shall take that which is 
mild, moderate, and rational, or whether we shall 
reject all things desperately, and say, no, let the 
power go to whomsoever it may, though it be 
fanaticism or enthusiasm; let it take its widest 
course and bring whatever disaster it may 1n Ils 
train? : 

We present this measure, after having ma- 
turely considered it, and with that spirit which 
would leave each one to concede what he could 
concede, and only insist on that without which 
he could not support it, and without reference to 
politics at all. It is very probable that it may not 
meet with the concurrence of some; but will point 
out sincerely the points of difference that there are 
between this bill and the original homestead meas- 
ure. When I have presented it, I shall regret t0 
think that there may be those who will not agree 
to this measure; yet I am satisfied that it is the 
wisest and best bill we can , as to its main 

rinciples and policy. Of course, the details may 
be altered in some respects—and wisely 80, 10 
doubt, for no man can make an entirely perfect 


measure. , 
I will to explain the difference be- 
tween the House bill and the bill which is now 
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rted, and which is before the Senate; and first, 
regard to the persons who are to have the ben- 
in reethe act. The House bill conferred this ben- 
“en all heads of families, and also on all other 
: rsons over the age of twenty-one years. This 
ill secures the land to none but the heads of fam- 
jies. That is the first difference; and it isa wide 
difference in the class of persons who are to have 
the benefits of the bill. I addressed a question to 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office} and 
from the information received from him, based 
on the actual experience of the Department under 
the preemption and donation laws, it is found 
that this provision alone makes a difference of 
about fifty per cent. in the number of persons who 
will be entitled to claim the benefits of the act. I 
know that this will not meet vith the concurrence 
of the other side of the House, if they are dis- 
sed to insist on all they want. At the same time 
Fon say to thenr, that it is better that we test 
these matters as the bill stands, before an ex- 
treme step 18 attempted; and if it be afterwards 
determined to be proper that those who are not the 
heads of families should come in, certainly the 
same power that does this now can bring forward 
another measure, and make that alteration. But 
at present the committee reject any class except 
those who are absolutely heads of families and 
citizens of the United States. The House bill 
grants the lands to heads of families and to all 
ersons over twenty-one years of age. There, the 
Eonate will perceive, is an important difference 
between the two prepennees. : 

In the next place, this bill requires the payment 
of twenty-five cents per acre for the land. The 
House bill requires nothing; the House bill makes 
agratuity. This bill, as presented to-day by the 
member of the committee who reported it, requires 
that the actual cost of the land shall be paid back 
to the Government of the United States. That 
cost is estimated to be about twenty-five cents an 
acre. It is reported, and in common circulation, 
that it isthirtycents. The Land Office itself does 
not say that it is thirty cents, but that it is a frac- 
tion under it. The Land Office makes up its es- 
timate to show the actual cost, and in doing so, 
brings into the account many points that I think 
will not bear discussion at all. I will say to the 
Senate frankly, that I have no idea that the original 
cost of the public lands is twenty-five cents an 
acre; but, as a showing can be made on a state- 
ment of the accounts which would put it a little 
beyond twenty-five cents, and nearly up to thirty 
cents an acre, | am willing to concede that twenty- 
five cents is about the cost; but | do not know that 
it may not be necessary to bring forward that ac- 
count at some time before this bill is disposed of, 
and show the fact—which I think can be fairly 
shown—that twenty-five cents is largely over the 
actual cost of the lands. 

In the next place, this bill requires five years’ 
actual residence, and the payment of the price 
peremptorily at the end of the five years, or else 
the party forfeits his rights under the rovisions 
of this inceptive homestead bill. The House bill, 
on the contrary, requires five years of consecutive 
settlement, and then gives two years more, making 
seven years before the party need take out a patent 
for the land; thus granting seven years’ posses- 
sion; and during the last two years it does not re- 
quire that he shall live on the land at all; nor does 
it require that he shall not sell and dispose of it 
to others. There is a difference between five and 
seven years, and a difference between the requisi- 
ions as to actual settlement, whilst the object of 
the bil is, in fact, to confer benefits upon those 
who break the cane, who enter the forest, who 
erect the first cabins, and dig the first wells, who 
are the first that are there to meet the traveler on 
his way, and give him bread and drink. 

Next, the bill 





full cost of the land is secured to the United States; 
I do not call it a homestead in the shape of a gratu- 


ity—the bill confines the homestead benefits to | 












before the Senate confines the sale | 
of the land—I call it a sale and not a gift when the | 


were, robbed, seized upon, emasculated of their 
real value, their greatest worth. 

This bill is confined to lands subject to sale at 
private entry. The House bill, on the contrary, 
makes a gift of the land, a gratuity, and no re- 
turn to the Government of any of the original 
cost, and makes that gratuity apply to all lands 
that are rubject to preemption. That extends to 
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upon it, and whilst he is upon it, and even after he 


has perfected his title, the land shall, in no event 
be hable to any debt of the settler contracted 
prior to the issuing of the patent. That exemp- 
tion lasts forever. The construction of the lan- 
guage must be, that the land is forever hereafter 
exculpated from all anterior debts. On that point, 
this Lill of the Senate committee simply de » 
what I believe the House of Representatives ori- 


all the lands that are open to settlement—and || ginally intended, that the land upon which the set- 


the whole domain is open to setttement—and they 
can live there until the time when it becomes liable 


tler may have located shall not be sold for his 


debts, until the United States has parted with her 


to preémption; and ae come in with their privi- || title and issued her patent. When the United 


leges before it is offered for sale, and they prove 
up, and pay for it before the day of sale, and 
there is no limitation in regard to it. So the House 
bill extends the gift to all lands subject to pre- | 
emption, and absolutely goes so far as to make it 
apply tothe reserved alternate section in the grants 
that we made for railroad purposes to the States. 
The Senate must see, with a programme like that | 
of the House of Representatives homestead bill, 
what the effect will be upon our past legislation, | 
by which we had promised to return to ourselves 
all the benefits that we granted, by charging for 
the alternate sections an amount which would 
compensate for the grant that we made. The legis- 
lation proposed by the House bill, undoubtedly 
sacrifices those provisions which governed, and 
which were acknowledged as the consideration 
upon which railroad grants were made by Con- 
gress. This bill of the Senate committee rejects 
any such action as that, and respects the past legis- 
lation of the law-making power, adheres to it, and 
makes this bill, in no respect, inconsistent with 
preceding legislation. 

Again: this bill requires a constant residence 








States has parted with title, and has no longer 
any interest in it, it is to be liable for the debts of 
the party, whether they have been heretofore or 
may be hereafter created. ‘That, also, is a very 
distinct difference between the two bills, 

Again, as to aliens specially, the House bill 
allows an alien two years after the expiration of 
his five years’ settlement to perfect his naturaliza- 
tion, and to obtain a gratuitous homestead under 
its provisions. The preémption laws which have 
been in existence from twenty to thirty years, also 
allow an alien to go on any and all public lands, 
surveyed or unsurveyed, without any prior dec- 
laration of intention to become naturalized; and 
then they allow the alien, after he has gone upon 
them, and does not comply, and cannot comply, 
with the ordinary terms, to enter the land, to pur- 
chase it, and to receive a patent, without ever be- 
coming a citizen at all, That is the existing gen- 
eral land Jaw; and accordingly, a State may be 
entered up entirely by one alien, if he chooses to 
go to your land office, present his cash, and pay the 
minimum price. The House bill, in this respect, 
and the general land jaws, are in contrast with the 


during five years,and prompt paymentat the end || bill which is now before the Senate, and I 


of that time, and refuses to allow the settler to sell 
or to abandon the-land on which he has settled 
during that period, or if he does abandon it or 
sell it, he forfeits his right. That is the condition 
of the bill as itis now. It is proposed in good 
faith, for those that really will, under this act 
of the Government, discharge their just obliga- 
tions towards the Government by fulfilling the 
terms and conditions of the act which is now pre- 
sented, and which I[ hope will become a law. 
The House bill, it is true, requires settlement 
for five years as a condition. It gives the land in 
the first place as a gratuity, and then requires five 
years’ settlement, but permits the settler to sell it 
or to abandon it for two years; and yet at the 
expiration of two years after the five, at the ex- 
pense of any intervening rights of parties who 
may have come and settled on those very lands 


Senators to note the difference. This Senate bi 

restricts the alien, in the first place, so far as its 
benefits are concerned, to lands that are subject to 
entry at private sale, lands thathave been surveyed, 
that have been offered at public sale to the highest 
bidder, that are then standing subject to sale at pri- 
vate entry—whether it be one year, five years, or 
forty years. That is the class of land upon which 
he is authorized to go for the purpose of securing to 
himself the benefits of thisact. Then he is required 
to declare his intention to become naturalized be- 
fore he can take the first step to do that, and it is 
only after he has made his declaration of inten- 
tion to beeome naturalized that he is to be per- 
mitted to file in the office his declaration of inten- 
tion to claim the benefits of this act, and to settle 
on the land; and from that time only is his settle- 
ment to commence to run for the term of five years 





when they were found abandoned, the Govern- 
ment is to give the first settler ¢ legal fee-simple 
title, upon his paving ten dollars for the patent and 
the office fees. These are the privileges offered 
by the House bill; and they are equally offered, 
and were in fact specially provided, unless I have 
utterly misconstrued the bill, for the benefit of 
those aliens who had or might come here and who 
might fail to go on at once promptly and comply 
with the first requisitions—which were to natur- 
alize themselves and become citizens. 

This bill of the Senate committee ignores the 
other two years that the House bill added to the 
five years of settlement, and requires payment to 
be made at the end of five years. He who will not 
on a credit of five years, and a reduction of the 
price of the land to the actual cost of it, come 
forward and perfect his title and receive a patent, 
is to forfeit the land. This bill refuses to grant 
-more time, either to the native citizen or to the 
alien. 

The bill of the House of Representatives con- 
tained a provision which, I will frankly say, I do 
not believe that House ever designed. I do not 
think they could have designed to effect what, in 
my judgment at least, one provision of the bill 
does effect. It was passed in that body under the 
previous question, without discussion and with- 
out consideration, and it undoubtedly contains a 


8 which have been already offered at public || provision which was not intended by the House. 
sale, and which are subject to sale at private entry. | It makes the most complete homestead, if it does 


us, under the terms of the bill, none but those 


not come in conflict with the Constitution of the 


lands which have been first vees and then || United States; but I imagine there would be ver 


offered at public sale to the highest bidder, will be 
subject to its provisions; and only after that can 
the parties come forward to avail themselv.s of it. 


That saves the public lands before they have been | 


little difference of opinion upon that point. It 
declares that the homestead granted shall in no 
event be liable to any debt of the settler contracted 
prior to the seven years; that after he has gone 





required by the bill. 
he next point in the same section is, that after 
the alien has done this, and after he has made his 
declaration of intention to be naturalized, and has 
made his declaration of intention to settle upon 
a piece of land, and take the benefits of this act, 
and after he has gone upon it, and settled and 
continued to live upon it for five years, and be- 
fore he is permitted to receive a fee-simple title 
or to purchase the land, he is to present at the 
land office his certificate of cinema of the Uni- 
ted States. I think I may very well say that the 
terms of this bill are such that there is but one 
class of people who will receive its benefits; and 
they are citizens of the United States, and heads 
of families. The Senate will here perceive a great 
difference between the House bill and the preemp- 
tion laws on the one hand, and the bill whichis now 
reported on the other hand. If it shall hereafter 
be determined that it ought to be extended still 
further, it will be for those who feel an interest in 
the measure to paren to extend it, to enlarge the 
class, to extend it hereafter, if you please, to all 
those over the age of twenty-one years, without 
reference to the question whether they have any 
incumbrance in the shape of a family, or whether 
they are naturalized citizens or not. I do not 
think the terms of the bill in that respect can 
really and consistently and wisely be objected to. 
Again: the Senate bill now reported is consist- 
ent with our entire land system, and is promotive 
of revenue. There are features in this that are 
more, perhaps, matter of argument than statement 
of fact, and I am not disposed to go into the argu- 
ment now, for it would open a very large field of 
discussion ; but I think the point is capable of entire 
and satisfactory demonstration. It is consistent 
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with our system. Itestablishes no gratuities. It 
rejects the idea of gratuities as unwise. It rejects 


the whole system of donations, and provides that || 


when the Government extends the benefits it does 
by this bill, the public property shall not be made 
a total sacrifice, but that the Government shall 
receive into its Treasury at least the actual outlay 
and cost of the original possession. The House 


bill sets a precedent thatisdestructive. The grants || 
of bounty lands may be cited, perhaps, asa justifi- | 
based || 


cation; but those grants were undoubted] 
on the consideration of actual service rendered in 
war, and it is useless to enlarge on that sort of 

atriotism which has pervaded Congress, and has 
ed them to recognize such service by extraor- 
dinary grants and bounties, and which when char- 


acterized, asit must justly be, is more to be deplored | 
than otherwise, in my judgment, for the ruinous | 


extent to which it has gone. I think those who 
have conducted it have not acted wisely, for it has 
not thrown settlers on the public lands, nor been 
confined to meritorious cases. It is a system in 
aid of speculators. 

I do not regard it as much of a gratuity to give 
to the soldier that periled his life, a piece of land 
that he does not want, and which he has to turn 
over to market, when your next day’s legisla- 
tion will destroy even the value of his certifi- 
cate, by making donations gratuitous to other par- 
ties who never served atall. 
in this instance, the House bill certainly presents 
the most entirely bald and palpable instance that 
could be found in legislation, ignoring all past 
action, and flinging away the present property of 
this Government. 

The House bill is destitute of symmetry and 
sympathy, and of any provision which is caleu- 
lated to improve the revenue that has hitherto been 
derived from the public lands. The Senate bill, 
while going upon the idea of aiding the settler, 
gives him the land at a low price; but in the mean 
time gives him the right to pay the full price, and 
to perfect his title at any time during the five years. 
After he has settled the land and improved it for 
two or three years, he may reflect, ‘‘I may die 
to-morrow, and I may leave my wife and children 
without protection; i well enough off now, to 
pay for the land; I will pay the Government price 
at once; I will have my title perfected; and then, 
if I die, it will go to my family without any ques- 
tion; I will pay the money and sleep easy in my 


bed at night.’’ We have put in the bill a provis- | 


ion allowing the settler to pay for his land at any 
time within the five years. henpeting to the sta- 
tistics furnished by past experience, under cir- 
cumstances less favorable than this, po ma 
per cent. of the settlers came forward and paid 
the full price before the expiration of the time, 
when they could obtain perfect titles under the 
donationacts. This point! desire toaddress to the 
attention of Democratic Senators, who have been 
most strenuously opposed to the whole system. 
This Senate bill offers to the settler the right 
to pay the full price and to perfect his title at any 
time during the five years; and this the statistics 
prove will secure a full price for seventy-two per 
cent. of all the entries that are attempted to be 
made under the act, at the rate of twenty-five 
cents an acre. Upon this point it is but proper 
that I should read to the 
which have been furnished me by the Commis- 
sioner of the General Land Office. It is not to be 
concealed that a serious objection to the whole 
measure has been, that in the first place it was a 


tuity,a giving away of the public property for 
Sothing. That was the great lich that oppressed 
the minds of all who opposed the original bill; 
and now when this bill proposes to require the 
aor of the original cost of the land to the 
vernment—twenty-five cents an acre—still I 
have no question that its reduced price will be a 
serious source of objection in the minds of a great 
number of persons; and may, and I presume will, 
lead some to vote against the passage of the bill. 
There are some statistics on this point which, 

IT confess, were to me surprising; but they are the 
actual results of the experiment of donation acts 
in the cases of Oregon and Florida. In those 
cases donations of land were made upon condition 
of four * settlement; at the end of which 
time the settlers were to have a perfect title without 
payingasinglecent. In response to my inquiries 
as to the result of these laws, I will what the 


It seems to me that, | 
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nate some statistics || P 
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| Commissioner of the General Land Office, Mr. 
| Wilson, says. And first in regard to the Oregon 
act: a law passed in 1850, upon four years’ settle- 
| ment, gave to the parties who settl 
six hundred and forty acres for those who were 
there already, and three hundred and twenty acres 
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on the land | 


to the heads of families who might go and settle | 


| 


_ thereafter. In reference to my inquiries as to the | 
practical workings of this act, the Commissioner 
says: 


** fT have the honor to submit the result of an examination 





| made in five hundred and eighty-one of the oldest cases of 


donation under the act of 27th September, 1850, and acts 
amendatory, which have been proved up. 

“Of this number, there are for donations after the full 

period of settlement three hundred and sixty-six. 

** Paid in under acts of 1853 and 1854 two hundred and 

fifteen.”’ 

The acts of 1853 and 1854 were acts procured 
| by the Senator from Oregon as a oo ae in the 
| other House; allowing these people, on theirurgent 
| petition to Congress, to come forward and enter 

their land and pay the whole price, rather than to 
| be kept four years in that condition that they did 
| not know whether they would get the land in the 
end or not, although it was pledged to them by 
| an act of Congress as adonation. What was the 
result? It is somewhat striking. The. Delegate 
came here and earnest] pressed their application 
to be allowed to pay for their land. Congress 
said: ‘‘ Very well; if they choose to abandon the 
right of taking this land for nothing in quantities 
of six hundred and forty acres for all settlers who 
were there before the passage of the act of 1850, 
and three hundred soleenae acres for all heads 
of families who went there after the passage of 
| the act; if they choose to abandon those good 


terms and pay the full price of the land, they shall 
be permitted to do so, and receive their patents.”’ 
What was the effect? The Commissioner says 
= two hundred and fifteen paid for their lands, 
) an 


‘* Of the three hundred and sixty-six claims in virtue of 
the full-settlement period, two hundred and eighty-three or 
| about seventy-seven per cent. rejected before the passage 
of the act of 1850.” 

The first settlements were made when the set- 
| tlers had no thought that Congress would ever 
| extend to them so great a credit. 
| « Of the twohundred and ninety-seven claims under set- 
| tlement subsequent to the passage of the donation act of 
| 1850, only eighty-three, or about twenty-eight per cent.,were 
allowed in virtue of the full period of settlement.” 
oy eighty-three out of the whole number ever 
| staid long enough to-get the benefit of the act. 
| The Commissioner continues: 
| _ The progress of that period a | brought them within 

the purview of the purchase acts of 1853-54, the settlers 
| availed themselves of those acts and made the payment re- 
quired, in cases amounting to seventy-two per cent.” 








Of all who started to take the benefit of the do- 
nation act, seventy-two per cent. actually paid 
the full price of the land and obtained their patents 
without waiting for the expiration of the period 
of settlement at which they would obtain titles for 
nothing. Then what is the objection that can ex- 
ist on this side of the House against this measure 
on the ground that it is consuming and seizing and 
carrying away all the public lands, when abso- 
lutely but twenty-eight per cent. ever got the ben- 
efits of a donation act where there was the most 
alpable inducement to which they could be sub- 
jected? I think this point is demonstrated by the 
test of facts and actual experience with such clear- 
ness and distinctness, that it can need no further 
argument in support of it. Inthe letter from which 
I have already quoted, the Commissioner of the 
General mn Office says, further: 

‘The preponderance of paid over settlement claims has 
steadily increased; for we find that of the claims returned 


under settlement originating in 1854, only seven are al- 
lowed on settlement to sixty-two, or about eighty-eight per 


cent. on payment.”’ 

It is astonishing. I had never thought that 
| such facts existed; but here they are under the 
working of a system almost parallel with what 
was the original proposition of the House of Rep- 





resentatives, a gratuitous gift; and if that be so 
under those circumstances, how must it be when 
we consider that in the case of the present bill, 
instead of giving a ity we require the ori- 
ginal cost of the land to be refunded to the Gov- 
ernment—twenty-five cents an acre; and that, in- 
stead of the House bill, which gives seven years 
before a patent is required to be taken out, we 
require five years; and at the end of that time, if 


the patent is not obtained and the title 

we work a forfeiture; and, instead of 1 
bill, which gives land to everybody 

it to those who are, in effect, American 
the heads of families. This bill limits 
hmits the quality and character of the 
the length of time before a patent is 
be taken out; limits the privileges which the 

tlerg shall have, and involves a forfeiture and \ > 
of their rights unless they comply with the = 
within the specified time. - 

This is the way this matter has presented j; 
tothe members of the Committee on Public Land 
and I regard the members of the committee, wh, 
have concurred in reporting this bill, as having 
been sincerely working to obtain something which 
shall prove rational within itself, and which shall 
be productive of good to the actual settlor and 
yet not be destructive of any other great interes, 
that this country may have at'stake. ; 

In the letter to which I have referred, the 
missioner further says: 

“The effect of the extension of the pret i 
the Territory in the last mentioned year, (654) ae 
by a decrease in the number of donation claims.” 

They do not even stand in conflict with the 
preémption law, for they get a credit by the pre- 
emption law which, in some cases, amounts tp 
two years, and by that time they are ready to pa 
for their land, and they do not wait to get the 
benefit of the donation act; and this is the case 
now, *‘ notwithstanding the advantage in favor of 
donations, a married settler being entitled to |o- 
cate three hundred and twenty acres, while, under 
the preémption laws, one hundred and sixty acres 
only can be acquired.’’ Thus it is palpable that 
in Oregon, where this matter has been tested, the 
donation law was abandoned as a practical thing 
amongst the people, and the preémption law sub- 
stituted, though the one was a gratuity, while the 
other demanded the full price of the lands, and 
only allowed the settler to take half the quantity 
that the other gave. These facts are presented 
from official sources; they cannot be denied; and 
if we legislate wisely and consistently, we are 
compelled to regard the truth and the record as it 
stands. 

Sir, I cannot but think that the House bill was 
not fully comprehended by its friends. If there 
were those who had studied it maturely, they 
certainly must have seen that the bill itself wasa 
deception, and was capable of being used asa 
deception, by which numbers would be induced 
to pull up stakes wherever they were, with their 
families, and trundle themselves off to a new coun- 
try, where they were to have the promise of some- 
thing that — would never get; and being wholly 
inexperienced in the manner of getting along, and 
how to provide for themselves in a country such 
as they were going to, being ignorant of every- 
thing that they would be subjected to, being un- 
aware of the amountofsuffering which they would 
have to endure, the result would be that they 
would turn with curses upon the authority that 
had so invited them, and had not had the intelli- 
gence to see that it was an invitation to sickness, 
suffering, and death. 

{ shall not go into the circumstances relative to 
the case of the donation act in Florida; but that 
is exemplificatory of the same state of facts as the 
Oregon case. I will merely make a general state- 
ment as to it. By the armed occupation act of 
August 4, 1842, a grant of two hundred thousand 
acres was made as a donation on condition of set- 
tlement and cultivation and continued residence 
thereon for the space of four years. There were 
selected under the act, by permits, two hundred 
and eleven thousand three hundred and sixty 
acres, being an excess of eleven thousand three 
hundred and sixty over the amount allowed by 
law. This shows with what avidity persons came 
forward to seize the lands they were to get for noth- 
ing; and the result shows what a delusion the 
whole thing turned out to be. The people rushed 
forward and seized upon two hundred and eleven 
thousand three hundred and sixty acres. Of those 
there were absolutely forfeited to the Government 
and abandoned by the people one hundred and 
thirty-eight thousand four hundred acres, leaving 
still to be dealt with invthe Land Office seventy- 
two thousand nine hundred and sixty acres. 
these there are now suspended, and will probably 
be canceled, says the Commissioner, entries to the 
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amount of n A ; 
‘hat leaves sixty-three thousand eight hun- 
ace ad forty acres ull to be dealt with. Then, 
ynder the amendatory act of 1844, there were pat- 
nied eighteen thousand five hundred and sixty 
ana and under the relief act of 1848, dispensin 
ith almost every condition, there were paten 
ts rty-five thousand two hundred and eigh'y acres. 
sere we see What a small proportion got patents 
for nothing. , 

So much for the practical workings of such a 
system. Then come provisions that are to be 
found in this bill, of which there is nothing—abso- 
lutely nothing whatever—to be found in the House 
pill. The House bill was but an effort at relief 
jn a particular case. The bill now reported by 
the Senate committee is a bill which designs to go 
to the whole system, to make it all consistent and 
all sympathetic. The Senate bill, in order to avail 
itself of that feature which developed itself in the 
Oregon and Florida cases, offers to the settlers 
the right to pay the full price of the land, and to 

rfect their title at any time during the five years. 

hat is a provision by which any one who be- 
ins to settle under this bill may, if he is not will- 
ing to wait the whole five years, pay his money, 
and have his title at once, or at any intermediate 
riod. 

By section seven of the Senate bill, the pre- 
emptors upon surveyed lands are to pay the full 

rice. To that, of course, there can be no objec- 
tion; but it also provides that they shall have a 
credit of two years from the date of settlement, and 
upon unsurveyed lands they shall have two years 
to pay from the filing of the plats in the district 
office. That section is one that was urged upon us 
by the Goyernment at the beginning of this Con- 
gress, and was urged upon us, if I recollect aright, 
at the beginning of the last session of Congress. 
It is demanded by the Treasury and the public 
interests. The report of the Secretary of the In- 
terior, which I have before me, is so clear and so 
satisfactory that any one who will read it can 
have no quegtion that this provision ought to be 
ohne that its effect will be to enable the peo- 
ple to get possession of the lands, and to allow 
the full price of them—$1 25 an acre—to go into 
the Treasury of the United States, which it does 
not now do. 

Section eight requires the President to order at 
once into market all the public lands that have 
been surveyed within two years from the passage 
of the act, and all those which are hereafter sur- 
veyed within two years from the date of the sur- 
vey. That isa provision which the Secretary of 
the Interior and the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office seem to have very greatly desired in 
their annual reports, and seni their views are so 
conclusive that if it were not for fear of borin 
those who are now listening to me, and who fee 
some interest in this subject, [ should desire to 
read them. They present a most extraordinary 
case. There are sixty million acres of land now 
surveyed, and not brought into market at all. 
They are not brought into market, not from any 
impression of the Executive that they will do bet- 
ter hereafter, or sell for a better price; but in point 
of fact, they are not brought into market, although 
the Executive knows that each year and each day 
must lessen the number of acres that can be sub- 
jected to public sale at the highest remunerative 
price, they are not brought into market for the sim- 
ple reason, that whenever he offers for sale large 
masses of land in the Northwest, the people who 
have gone on them before they were surveyed and 
since they were surveyed, and have made their 
declarations of intention to become preémptors, 
are compelled, at or before the day of sale, to 
come forward and pay for the lands; and this has 

from 1856 to the present time, and all the 
money that would have gone into the Treasury 
necessarily been kept out. The lands are 
there, and are not put up at public sale. They 
are subject only to pillage; they are subject only 
tion, taking out the choice tracts. They 
are subject only to such damage as can be done, 
such tests as can determine their value, and 
where a settlerfinds himself not suited, he abandons 
the land without paying for it. 

Now, the Interior De tsays, and so does 

the Commissioner of the General Land Office, that 


Congress should take hold of this subject. As 


things now stand; the moment the President or- 
ders lands to be sold, those who have not the 


ine thousand Sne hundred and twenty 











money to pay for them cry out loudly. The ery || 
is taken up and repeated th > 
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_ of the ownership of land within their limits by a 
roughout the country } Government in some measure foreign to them— 


that they are being sacrificed by the Government; || the Government of the United States—to relieve 


that they are sold out and turned out for the be 
efit of speculators; that their wives and their chil- 
dren are subjected to this destiny; and there is 
scarcely an Executive onearth that could consent 


n- || the States from the foreign ownership of lands 

| inside their own limits, on which they can im 

| no taxes, and when itis perhaps with difficulty 
that they can regulate the character of the citizen- 


to say these lands shall be sold for the sake of || ship that they are compelled to receive, This 


getting the few dollars that will come to the Treas- 
ury of a country which is strong and rich. That || 


is the actual fact. Great bodies of the public lands | this thought, that whenever lands 


have stood for years and years in this condition; || 


| commended itself to us, and was adopted by the 


committee in considering all these ow gs with 
hat 0 ad been sur- 
veyed and are tuside of a State, which necessarily 


and if you wait forty years longer, you will finda |, involves a fixed, settled community, and a very 


great many settlers who are not ready to pay that 





é , hat || considerable number of people; and whenever the 
which the law requires they shall pay,and which || lands have been in market for thirt 


ears, and 


they must pay, if the lands are once offered at || have been reduced to twelve and a halt cents an 


public sale. 


his provision is inserted here be- || acre, and have stood at that five years longer, and 


cause the Land Office earnestly appeals for relief; || no one will give twelve and a half cents for them, 
because the lands are accumulating on their hands; || the Government has property of no value, and it 


because the officers cannot go on to sell them; be- 
cause the Treasury, that has a claim to the pro- | 


ceeds that would come from them, is receiving || 


nothing; because the revenue from the public lands | 


a point at which it comes in contact with the dis- 
tresses of the people, who are not forearmed by 
being forewarned. Forewarn them. Say that the 
Executive shall no longer have a discretion in this 
matter; that he who settles on unsurveyed lands | 
shall have two years from the time the plats are | 
filed in the district land office; that he who settles | 
on surveyed and unoffered land shall have two | 
years from the date of his settlement; and then say 


that the Executive shall put the lands in market || 
within two years from the time the plats are filed || 
in the Land Office, and you will have a complete || 


system that will cause the lands to go forward to 
sale; and the people forewarned will be forearmed, 
and be able to come forward and redeem their set- | 
tlements and pay the price; and if they do not, | 
under these circumstances, we can but come to the 
conclusion that they are of that isolated class of 
instances that must, in the wisest and most benefi- 


cent Government, be subject to be trampled upon, || 


and to suffer beneath its just and well-intended | 
laws. 

These two sections are of the very highest im- 
portance to the whole land system. They are 
earnestly demanded; and yet, if we adopt them, 
we extend to these parties the relief of giving them 
two years within which to pay up, to get their 
money together, and to save their improvements. 





The ninth section of the bill punishes perjury | 


under its provisions. 

The tenth section provides that the settler, un- | 
der the five years’ provision in this bill, may at | 
any time he chooses perfect his title by coming 
forward and paying up the whole price. That I 
have already commented upon. 

Section eleven—the last section of the bill—is 
one upon which I shall have but very few words 
to say. It is one which will, I presume, more 
particularly attract the attentign of the Senator 
from Texas,(Mr. Wieratu.] It was suggested 
by the amendment which he introduced. It will 
be perceived at once that this bill contains points 
taken from almost every proposition that has been 
before the Senate on this subject, the attempt hav- 
ing been to get the soundest bill we could getfrom 
the collected wisdom of all those who had given 
their thoughts to the subject. This last section 
was incorporated into it in consequence of thesub- | 
stitute offered by the Senator from Texas, which | 

rovided for a cession of the public lands to the 
Btates in which they lie. ; 

This section of the bill provides that, whenever 
the public lands in any State shall have beenthirty 

ears in market, and shall thus have reached the 
owest price, which is twelve and a half cents per 
acre, and then shall have remained five years 


| 


| the 
is now falling off, and has steadily fallen off. It | 
has fallen off because that legislation is not afforded || 
which will force forward a system that has found || 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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longer in market, subject to sale at twel¥@ and a 
half cents, and shall still be unsold, it shall then 


be deemed unnecessary for the Government of the | 


United States to keep such lands any longer; but 
we shall then have reached a point at which we 
shall close up the system within those States; and 
at the end of that time—thirty-five years—the 
lands unsold shall be ceded to the States in which 
they lie. I presume every member of the Senate 
is familiar with the fact that this is a consumma- 
tion which has been most devoutly desired by all 
State-rights men. Its policy is to relieve the States 


j 





| States to the 


ought to be ceded at once to the States. 

That, | know, does not go half far enough to 
suit many. Many wanted the lands ceded when 
came to twenty-five cents an acre. Many 
said they ought to be ceded to the States without 
regard to their value; that the United States ought 
to hold no lands within the limits of the States. 
There was a variety of views. The committee 
present simply the mildest proposition; one which 
is the most rational, the most entirely reasonable 
if presented to the consideration of a proprietor, 
and that is, that when his property has proved 
to be without value, he will give it to those who 
can perhaps make some use of it, 

1 have now stated the substance of the bill; and 
in conclusion, | may express the hope that it will 
not be materially altered. For one, 1 can sup- 
port the bill as it is now reported; and | believe 
there are a number of others who can. Those 
who want to pass any bill at all should recollect 


| that, if they pores to pass a different and more 


favorable bill, a bill more favorable to foreigners, 
to the actual settlers that are on the public lands, 
and to the people who are emigrants from the old 

West, it is exceedingly doubtful 
whether they can obtain the sanction of the Ex- 
ecutive tosuch abill. I do not speak by author- 
ity; but I doubt exceedingly whether they can 
consummate a bill more liberal than this. | think 
this will steer clear of that difficulty. I know it 
is not strictly legitimate to allude to anything of 
that kind; but it is not to be denied to ourselves 
that we cannot pass a measure in which we are 
honest and sincere, without looking to all the cir- 
cumstances, and determining in our own minds 
that there is a rational hope that it will become a 


|| law. 


Satisfy me that that which I advocate here is 


| hopeless and cannot pass; satisfy me that I am 


presenting and pressing a measure which, how- 
ever good and righteous within itseif, however 
benevolent and desirable in itself, cannot, on ac- 
count of something which | know and see, become 
a law; I feel within myself, and 1 presume the 
Senate feels, that I am consuming time in a futile 
task; | am taxifig the patience and efforts of others; 
I am trespassing on the time which is allotted to 
the public interests, and is required here for the 
transaction of public business. Above all, sat- 
isfy me that { am making an effort of this char- 
acter, kindly to so many people, and that it cannot 
pass because it asks too much, and I should feel 
disposed to restrict it in such a manner as to se- 
cure its passage. If I were pressing a measure 
which I knew must fail, it would look to me 
as if my efforts were false and dem ing. 
That is the feeling with which I look at this mat- 
ter. That is the ground upon which Lact. It is 
upon that ground, in all sincerity, that I ardently 
and earnestly ask and insist that those who ma 
favor the measure will vote for it, and concede 
all they can; and that they will not change the 
character and direction of the measure; that they 
will not change this bill; and that they will now 
support this bill, which estabiishes a precedent 
which is rational within itself, which is deficient 
only in the quantity and in the amount which it 
gives. That can be remedied hereafter, if it shall 
truly and justly deserve to be remedied at the 
hands of the American Congress. 

Mr.GWIN. Mr. President—— 

Mr. YULEE. Before the Senator proceeds, 
will he give way in order that a message from the 
President of the United States, which is now lying 
on the table, may be read? 
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Mr. GWIN. I want to offer an amendment to 
this bill. 

Mr. YULEE. Very well. 

Mr. GWIN. I am very well aware of the fact 
that the committee who have had this bill in charge 
have endeavored to report it in such form that 
they can get it passed with as few amendments as 
possible through this body; but, sir, there is an 


amendment which I before submitted, of such con- | 
sequence to the citizens of my State that I intend | 


to offer it to this bill at this time. There are one 
hundred thousand American citizens in the State 
of California engaged in mining. They are mining 
on the public lands, and have been from the time 
that they became citizens of that State. The title 
of those lands is in the United States. It is one 
of the most difficult questions than can be broached: 
what is to be the ultimate disposition of that title ? 
But, in the mean time, I desire that the posses- 
sion of the actual settlers in those mines for min- 
ing purposes shall be considered as legal; that 
they shall be deemed legally entitled to be there 
under the usages and regulations of the mining 
Jaws of the State of California, and also of Ore- 
on. 
. If the Senator from Oregon does not like his 
State to be included, of course he will have it ex- 
cluded. The proposition that I make is of a char- 
acter that it seems to me can meet with no oppo- 
sition from any quarter. It merely legalizes the 
occupation of the mines. We have a precedent, 
in that State, of the eminent benefits that resulted 
from precisely similar legislation. In 1853 we 
sane law extending the preémption privilege 
to the public lands in California, which excluded 
the mineral lands entirely from its operation. 
There was no legislation at all in regard to mineral 
lands, except in one respect; and that was to le- 
galize the occupation and cultivation of town lots 
inthe mineral region. I will read that section, 
and then I will show what beneficial effect it has 


had on the State. Itis the eighth section of “An | 


act to provide for the survey of the public lands 
in California, the _—_ of preemption rights 
therein, and for other purposes.”’ 


** Sec. 8. nd be it further enacted, That the public lands, 
not being mineral lands, occupied as towns or villages, 
shall not be subdivided, or subject to sale, or to be appro- 
priated by settlers, under the provisions of this act; but the 
whole of such lands, whether settled upon before or after 
the survey of the same, shall be subject to the provisions 


of the act entitled ‘ An act for the relief of the citizens of 


towns upon the lands of the United States, under certain 
circumstances,’ approved May 23, 1844, except such 


towns as are located on or near mineral lands, the inhabit- | 


ants of which shall have the right of occupation and culti- 
vation only until such time as Congress shall dispose of the 
same ; nor shall any lands specially reserved for public uses 


be appropriated under the provisions of this act.”’—Statutes | 


at Large, vol. 10, p. 247. 

Under that clause of the law, all the collisions 
between the miners of California and the occu- 
pants of the villages have ceased. They are now 
in peaceful possession of their homes, their houses, 
and their gardens. Before that, there were fierce 
collisions. If a rich vein was discovered in one 
of the villages they would work under the houses, 
and there would be violent collisions, and lives 
were frequently lost in those collisions. This has 
quieted the whole of that. Now, the amendment 


which I propose to this bill isintended to legalize | 


the occupation and the working of the mines in 
California, without touching the title, just as we 
legalized the occupation of town lots under that 
act passed six yearsago. I do not think that 
there isa human being who can object to it. They 
have been in the possession of these mines for 
the last ten years. They have established their 
mining laws and regulations, which have been 
adopted by the courts of the State, and it is sim- 


ply to divest them of the appearance of being in- | 


truders upon the lands of the United States, under 
existing laws, that I wish this amendment added 
to the bill. 1 will read it: 


Seo. —. And be it further enacted, That it shall be law- 
ful for any citizen of the United States, or for any person 
who may have declared his intention to become a citizen 
of the United States, who shall be an actual settler, to enter 
upon and remain on any public land of the United States 
econtsining minerals not reserved for national purposes, 
within the States of California and Oregon, and to work 
the mines on said lands for their own use and benefit, ac- 
cording tothe laws and usages of said States, respectively ; 
and no person who has heretofore mene = mines = 
he somraaed SAB penutans coninst te Ja States: - 
vided, That nothing in contained shall in ay oe af- 
fect or impair the existing rights of any indivi who 
may claim lands under any foreign grant or title. 


It is merely legalizing the occupation of the 
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mines, as they have been occupied for ten years. priation for the paymeht of expen 


it does not touch the title at all. It is carrying 
out the provisions of the law of 1853, legalizing 
the er roe of town lots which is operating so 
beneficially. Ido not see how any person can 
object to this. The title remains where it was; 
the occupants are just as they now 

Mr. MASON. Will the Senator allow me to 
i _ whether those who are now mining on the 
public lands are disturbed by anybody in any 





n 
way? 

Mr. GWIN. They are intruders, according to 
the existing laws. I want to legalize their pos- 
session. ae are in the possession of the lands 
and they may be disturbed. I wantit to be legal- 
ized so far as Congress is concerned. 

Mr. MASON. The Senator does not answer 
my question. I ask if anybody is intruding on 
the intruders ? 

Mr. GWIN. Tere are no collisions of that 
sort that I know of at this time; but they may 
arise. Cases of that kind may arise. 

Mr. MASON. I submit to the Senator, would 
it not be better to allow things that are at rest to 
remain at rest?) There is a great Roman maxim 
on that subject. Things that are at rest should 
be allowed to remain at rest. 

Mr. GWIN. This does not disturb the quiet- 
ude that does exist there, if it does exist. It only 
legalizes those who are actually working mines, 
in their possession. I will state in addition, an- 
other reason why I offer thisamendment. There 
is a large population in those mines who are not 
citizens of the United States, and who cannot be- 
come citizens of the United States; who are like 
the grasshoppers or locusts—the Chinese—that I 
wish to deprive of the privilege of working those 
mines, as they heretofore have done, being’slaves 
to Chinese masters, and going to these mines and 
destroying, in agreat degree, their productiveness 
for the future. 1 want them to be occupied only 
by citizens and those who signify their intention 
to become citizens, and can become citizens of the 
United States. There are now fifty or sixty thou- 
sand of those Chinese in the mines, and I want 
the possession of the mines to be legalized to cit- 
izens of the United States and those who signify 
their intention to become such; and then these Chi- 
nese slaves—for they are no better than that—can 
be usefully employed in the State in agricultural 
purposes. As no public interest is to be jeop- 
ardized, as no title of the United States is to be 
disturbed, and as thé present state of affairs is 
merely to be legalized, | cannot see any reason 
for rejecting the amendment. 

Mr. YULEE. Perhaps it will be agreeable to 
the gentleman who has tina of this bill to allow 
it to be laid aside, in order that a message of the 
President, which is now on the table, may be read 
and disposed of, as the hour for adjournment is 
approaching. 

r. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. I will not ob- 
ject to its Seainee aside for that purpose. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Hate in 
the chair.) The question is on laying the bill 
aside temporarily for that purpose. 

The motion was agreed to. 


REFERENCE OF HOUSE BILLS. 


Mr. YULEE. I ask that the message be read. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. There are two 
or three bills from the House of Representatives, 
which had better be read, and referred. 

Mr. YULEE. Very well. 

The following bills and joint resolution from 
the House of Representatives were severally read 
twice by their titles, and referred as indicated be- 
low: 

A bill (No. 368) to provide payment for depre- 
dations committed by the whites upon the Shaw- 
nee Indians in Kansas Territory—to the Commit- 
tee on_ Indian Affairs. 

A Wil (No. 661) to furnish additional mail fa- 
cilities—to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

A bill (No. 669) supplemental to an act entitled 
** An act providing for the taking of the seventh 
and subsequent censuses of the United States, 
and to fix the number of the members of the 
House of Representatives, and provide for the fu- 
ture apportionment among the the several States,’’ 
_——w May 23, 1850—to the Committee on the 

udiciary. 

A joint resolution (No, 36) making an appro- 

~ 
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gating committees of House of presentatives_ 


to the Committee on Finance. 


’ VALENTINE WEHRHEIM. 


The bill (S. No. 228) for the relief o 
Wehrkeim was returned to the Hou 
sentatives, with an amendment to s 
word ‘*sixteen,’’ and insert “twe 
that the bill will read: 

That the Steretary of the Interior be, and he js 
directed to place the name of Valentine Wehrhej 
roll of invalid pensioners, and to pay him at 
twenty-five dollars per month, &c. 

Mr. PUGH. I move that that ame 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. |; seem 
to be a great eee of a pension. : 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I hope the amendment wy 
be concurred in. We have had that Matter y 
once in the Senate. The case isa very peculise 
one. ‘The Senate passed the bill in this form, , 
will state to the Senator from Ohio—I do not know 
whether he was present; if he was, he would rec. 
ollect all about it—the individual was wounded in 
the Mexican war. In consequence of the wound 
he has become entirely blind and deaf. He is here. 
A boy leads him about the street. His hearing 
is such that by the aid of a speaking trumpet yo 
can carry on a conversation with him. He tt 
exhausted his entire means—several thousand dol- 
lars—in endeavoring to get relief. The case is q 
very strong one, and so strong thatthe Committes 
here recommended twenty-four dollars a month: 
but there was some controversy about it, and it 
was put at sixteen by the Senate. It went to the 
House, and the House put it at twenty-five, | 
am sure if the Senator properly understood the 
case he would not insist on the reference. Itisa 
case where the man should have some support for 
himself and his children. He has four childoes, 
and no means of support. I think the committee 
unitedly agree that the amendment ought to be 
concurred in. 

Mr. PUGH. I withdraw the motion to refer, 

Mr. POLK. The proposition of the Senator 
from Illinois is to act on the amendment now? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Yes, sir, to agree to it at 
once. 

Mr. POLK. I hope itwill be done. The case 
has been discussed, and it is a case of merit. 

Mr. THOMSON. The full pension to which 
this man is entitled, and to which all others 
wounded as badly as he was are entitled, is eight 
dollars a month. In consideraton of the wound 
which he received through his liver, which affected 
his sight and his hearing, a majority of the Com- 
mittee on Pensions of the Senate agreed to report 
a bill for his relief, giving him sixteen dollars a 
month, which was double as much as he wasen- 
titled to under the general laws which had been 
enacted by the Congress of the United States, and 
under which a great many persons wounded as 
badly as this man are now holding. Now it comes 
back to us with an amendment, giving to this per- 
son twenty-five dollars a month as a pension, 
when the full amount of his pension, under the 
general pension laws, would only be eight dollars 
a month. 1 do hope the Senate will not concur 
in this amendment. 

Mr. SLIDELL. The Senator from Alabama 
{Mr. Cray] is not in his seat. He made some 
statement in relation to this bill, andamong other 
facts, if I recollect aright, what struck me with 
peculiar force, that this man was a common s0l- 
dier, and it is now proposed to - him upon the 
same footing as the widow of a lieutenant-colonel 
in the Army. I think he stated that. It appears 
to me that it would not be proper to dispose of 
this bill in the absence of that Senator, and that 
it ought to take the ordinary course of referente 
to the committee with whom the bill originated; 
and therefore I move that the amendment be re- 
ferred tg the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. MBS. I hope that will be done. | 
know the Senate is very likely to pass this sort 
of a pension, any gratuity. or anything of that 
kind which comes before them. e have lost 
all power over the public Treasury, and | only 
insist now that it ought to go to the committee, 
to have it done with order and decency. The 
Senate will pass it when it comes here; the prof- 
ligaey has got so in reference to these pensio? 

tuities, that no man can control them. — I a 
fought them and resisted them, to no avail; and 
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now simply want it dont according to the rules 
and forms of legislation. ~ 

Mr. THOMSON. I would prefer very mach 
having a vote at this time; because, if a proposi- 
tion so enormous as this is to be carried by the 
Senate, 1 do not think there is any necessity for 
the Committee on Pensions; and I should move, 
at some fitting occasion, that the Committee on 
Pensions be dispensed with as being entirely un- 
nee SLIDELL. I move the reference of the 
pill and amendment to the Committee on Pen- 
sions; and on that question I call for the yeas and 
nay’ GRIMES. _ I am not disposed to interfere 
with this motion, if such is the ordinary method 
of proceeding. The bill has been passed by the 
Senate, sent to the House of Representatives, and 
it has been amended by that House, and sent back 
here for our concurrence; and if such is the ordi- 
nary method, I do not object to the reference. 

Mr. SLIDELL. Undoubtedly it is the ordi- 
nary method. t : 

Mr. POLK. I donot think there is any neces- 
sity for a call of the yeas and nays. 

Mr. SLIDELb. Very well. I will not insist 
on the call. I simply move the reference. 

The motion was agreed to. 


ARTHUR EDWARDS—-VETO MESSAGE. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Firzpart- 
rick in the chair.) The message from the Pres- 
ident of the United States will now be read. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 


To the Senate of the United States: 

I return, with my objections, to the Senate, for 
their reconsideration, the bill entitled ‘‘An act 
for the relief of Arthur Edwards and his asso- 
ciates,’’ presented to me on the 10th instant. 

This bili directs the Postmaster General to audit 
and settle the accounts of Arthur Edwards and 
his associates, for transporting the United States 
through mail, on their steamers, during the years 
1849 and 1853, and intervening years, between 
Cleveland and Detroit; between Sandusky and 
Detroit; and between Toledo and Detroit, and to 
allow and pay them ‘hot less than $28 60 for each 
and every passage of said steamers between said 
places, during the aforementioned time, when the 
mails were on board. 

1 have caused a statement to be made at the 
Post Office Department of the least sum of mioney 
which can be paid to Mr. Edwards and his asso- 
ciates, under the bill, should it become alaw; and 
from this itappears the amount will be $80,405 23. 

Mr. Edwards and his associates, in 1854, a short 
time after the alleged services had been rendered, 
presented a claim to the Postmaster General for 
$25,180, as compensation for these services. This 
ciaim consisted of nine items, setting forth spe- 
cifically all the services embraced by the present 
bill. tt is fair to presume that the parties best 
knew the value of their own services, and that 
they would not, by an under-estimate, do them- 
selves injustice. The whole claim of $25,180 was 
rejected by the Postmaster General, for reasons 
which it is not part of my present purpose to dis- 
cuss. 

The claimants next presented a petition to the 
Court of Claims in June, 1855, ‘* for a reasonable 
compensation”? for these services, and “‘ pray the 
judgment of your honorable court for the actual 
value of the service rendered by them, and re- 
ceived by the United States, which amounts to 
the sum of $50,000." Thus the estimate which 
they placed upon their services had nearly doub- 
led between 1854 and 1855; had risen from $25,180 
to $50,000. On the , after a full hearing, the 
Court decided against the claim, and delivered an 
opinion in support of this decision which cannot, 
I think, be contested on legal rinciples. But 
they state, in the conclusion of the opinion, that 
“for any compensation for their services beyond 
what they have received, they must depend upon 
the discretion of Congress.” 

his decision of the Court of Claims was re- 
ea to Congress on the Ist of April, 1858; and 
rom it the present bill has originated. The 
amount granted by itis more, by upwards of fifty - 
five thousand dollars, than the parties themselves 
demanded from the Postmaster General im 1854, 
and is more, by-upwards of thirty thousand dol- 
lars, than they demanded when before the Court 
of Claims. ‘The enormous difference in their favor 
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between their own original demand, and the 
amount granted by the present bill, constitutes my 
chief objection to it. In presenting this objection, 
I do not propose to enter into the question whether 
the claimants are entitled in equity to any com- 
pensation for their services beyond that which it 
1s alleged they have already received; or if so, 
what would be ‘a reasonable and fair compen- 
sation.’’ My sole purpose is to afford Congress 
an opportunity of reconsidering this case, on ac- 
count of its peculiar circumstances. I transmit 
to the Senate the reports of Horatio King, acting 
Postmaster General, and of A. N. Zevely, Third 
assistant Postmaster General, both dated on the 
14th of April, 1860, on the subject of this claim. 


JAMES BUCHANAN. 
Wasuinecron, April 17, 1860. 


Mr. HALE. Mr. President 

Mr. YULEE. The Secretary had better read 
the letter of Horatio King, which accompanies it. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Letit be printed. 

Mr. YULEE. It is very short. 

Several Senators. It need not be read. 

Mr. HALE. 1 was about to make a sugges- 
tion. As this bill was reported from the Commit- 
tee on the Post Office and Post Roads, and was re- 
ferred to me on thatcommittee, andas the message 
of the President is one that depends upon a calcu- 
lation, [ have thought that a course different from 
what is ordinarily pursued in reference to a veto 
might be proper in this case. Itis ordinarily fhe 
case, I believe, that the Senate assign a day when 
they will consider a veto; but vetoes, generally 
speaking, depend upon some principles of public 
or national policy, and do not depend upon a de- 
tail of accounts; and it has occurred to me, that it 
would be respectful to the President, and just to 
the clzimant in this case, in the first instance, to 
commit this veto message, with the accompanying 

apers, to the Committee on the Post Office and 

ost Roads, for the purpose of their having an op- 
portunity to revise and reexamine the figures and 
calculations which have been made, and which 
have been submitted in the document referred to 
by the Senator from Florida and accompanying 
the message; because it will be utterly impossible 
for the Senate, understandingly, to go into an ex- 
amination of all these figures. I understand cas- 
ually from a friend of the claimant, that he does 
not suppuse the amount to be received is what is 
stated by this veto message; and I think the better 
way would be to commit the veto of the President, 
with the accompanying papers, to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads;and I make that 
motion. . 

Mr. BINGHAM. Mr. President, Captain Ar- 
thur Edwards is a citizen of Michigan, and a con- 
stituent of mine. He carried the great through 
mails in his steamboat, before the completion of 
the railroads, from Cleveland and Sandusky to 
Detroit. He spent five years in Washington to 
get nee The proof before the Court of Claims 
showed that the weight of the mails was from five 
to ten tonsatrip. This bill has twice passed the 
Senate of the ini 
passed the House of Representatives this year by 
more than a two-thirds vote on the yeas and nays. 
It proposes to give Captain Edwards ge 60 (an 
estimate made by the Committee on the Post Office 








and Post Roads) a trip for the transportation of || 


the through mail; and that, according to its weight, 
was much less than he was receiving for the trans- 


—— of ordinary goods in steamboats, and | 


ess than the mail was ever carried for on any 
other route in the United States. I trust that this 
bill will be referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, for Captain Edwards has 
never ex 
of $80,000 stated in the message. Indeed, he does 
not know himself the number of trips that he has 
carried the mails; but the bill provided that he 
should prove it to the satisfaction of the Post 
Office Department. : 
Mr. YULEE. I am not aware that there is a 
precedent for the course proposed by the Senator 
from New Hampshire. If there is, and it be the 
pleasure of the Senate, there can be no objection 
whatever to that course. I do not think, how- 
ever, that a reference te the committee for the 
purpose of computation is at all material. There 
can be no difficulty whatever in our agreement to 
the computation of the Post Office Department, 
for the reason that the number of trips for which 


GLOBE. 


ted States unanimously. It | 


cted to gét anything like the amount | 


1755 


compensation was claimed for the claimant in this 
cese was furnished to the Post Office Department 
as the basis of his claim, and it was also fur- 
| nished to the Court of Claims. It is upon the 
| basis of his own statement of the number of trips 
and the amount which the bill directed to be paid 
for each trip, that the result is reached at the Post 
| Office Department, and it is a mere matter of 
| clerical computation. 

The facts are here. I have reviewed them. 
There can be no mistake on the subject, and it is 
undoubtedly true that the claim, as originally pre- 
sented to the Department, did notexceed the sum 
of twenty-five thousand dollars or thereabouts, 

and afterwards to the Court of Claims about fifty 
| thousand dollars; and that the computation now 
| upon the statement of the number of trips claimed 
| in the memorial of the petitioner and the price 
fixed by the bill, must bring the allowance to the 
sum stated by the Post Office Department. Un- 
doubtedly, on the discovery of these facts, it was 
| a case for the interposition of the presidential neg- 
| ative. The Constitution directs that we shall 
| proceed to a reconsideration. That does not re- 
| quire immediate action, I agree; but it may be 
postponed to any other day, as has been the prac- 
tice of the Senate; but whether the Senate, under 
| the direction of the Constitution, can pass the sub- 
ject into the hands of a committee for action, lam 
| not aware. It may be; 1 do not see any very 
serious objection to it; [do not see any direct 
| conflict with the provision of the Constitution if 
| the bill does not go out of the possession of the 
Senate; but if there has been no precedent, it would 
hardly be worth while to make this the first one. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. While I do not know 
that there has been any precedent in the Senate, 
I remember very well that in the other House, 
upon President Tyler’s veto of the land distribu- 
tion act, the subject was referred to a select com- 
mittee, and an elaborate report made before voting 
on it. Whether there is any other case or not, I 
do not know; but it would seem to me, as this is 
a matter of detail, it ought to take thatcourse. I 
recollect very well there was a good deal of debate 
at that time. The friends of Mr. Tyler, those 
who supported his policy, insisted that this pro- 
ceeding was irregular; but a majority decided 
otherwise, and there was a report from a select 
committee on the subject before any action on the 
veto. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I am half inclined to support 
the motion of the Senator from New. Hampshire, 
and particularly for the reason he gives. He says 

that ordinarily a veto is on some principle, and, 
P chevedbee, it 1s not referred; but this is only a 
question of money; there is no principle in that, 
and, therefore, it ought to be referred. On his 
rule, I think it right. I think voting money here 
is not on principle. If the Senate acts on its own 
| principles, the motion ought to carry. 

Mr. HALE. There was some wit in that; 
{laughter;} but I think it was based exactly on 
the remarks I made. I said, as this depended on 
a detail, on a calculation of money, I thought it 
ought to be referred. I never made a personal 
| appeal in my life; but this bill comes from me; 
| it was committed to me by the Committee on the 
|| Post Office and Post Roads, and I am exceedingly 
anxious, if there is any mistake or any error, 
that it may be submitted to that committee, and 
|| again to me, that I may have an opportunity of 
correcting the mistake, if any has been made. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Mr. President, I hope this 
bill will be referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. I do not know myself the 
facts as set forth in the President’s veto message; 
but we all know it is very common for claimants, 
with just claims before Congress, to be put off 
| from year to year, as Mr. Edwards has been. It 

seems the proof is, that he carried the mail from 

1849 to 1853, and never received one shilling for 

performing the service. The statement is, that at 

the expiration of four years, he consented to take 
|agivensum. The case is precisely the same as 
though I had a debt which I thought I might lose— 
no matter from what cause—and I would take 
twenty-five or fifty cents on the dollar; the party 
declines the compromise, and, in process of time, 
he becomes able to pay me what he owes me. I 
do not then consider myself bound at ail by the 
proposition I made to accept one half or one fourth 
| or one fifth the honest debt that is due. The ques- 
' tion here is, not whether this man agreed to take 
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less than the actual value of the service, but whether 
the computation of the value of the service made 
by the report of the Committee on the Post Office | 
and Post Roads be right. If $28 60a trip be just | 
and right and proper, then he should be paid it, 
I do not care if he offered to take twenty cents a 
trip. 

Che facts of the case are, that this man carried 
a local mail by contract with the Post Office De- 
eco not for his own benefit, but for the 
venefit of the citizens at each end of this route, for 
which he received $3 70 per trip, on an average, 
with a steamboat, i believe, worth one hundred 
or one hundred and fifty thousand dollars. He 
refused absolutely to carry this great through 
mail, which amounted to from five to ten tons; I 
believe that it is in proof that it was often over 
eight tons. He refused absolutely to touch that 
mail, or allow it to go on his boat. The brother 
of the President of the United States, who was 
special mail agent, assured him—and it is in the 
evidence before the Court of Claims—that he 
should have a just compensation if he would con- 
sent to take these mails. It is likewise in proof 
that he was frequently compelled to detain the 
steamboat from ont to two hours for the arrival of | 
the cars, to receive these mails on board, at an ex-4 
pense of coal—I do not know the amount, butevery 
one knows that a steamboat consumes one, two, 
or three tons of coal while lying by for a couple 
of hours. He was at all this expense, and all 
this trouble; and now, because, as is asserted, 
after four years, he being unable to get anything, 
he offered to compromise the matter, and take a 
small sum in full compensation, he ought to be 
held to that. I say that has nothing to do with 
the question. I hope this bill will be referred, 
and let the Post Office Committee review the case. 
if it be just, then I care not whether it is four 
thousand or eighty thousand dollars, he should 
have what is just. If it is unjust, let the com- 
mittee so report. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on committing the bill, with the veto message, 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

Mr. DAVIS. Is the proposition to refer the 
veto message to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That isthe mo- 
tion of the Senator from New Hampshire. 

Mr. DAVIS. It is always to be presumed, be- 
fore Congress enact a law, that they have con- 
sidered the case, have had the evidence, and have 
weighed it, and the veto of the President is in 
answer to the action of Congress, in which his ob- 
jections are presented. It would seem to me a 
strange proposition indeed, then, to refer the case 
to a committee, in order that it might be investi- 

ated, and a most unfortunate confession that no 
investigation had been made in the beginning. It 
is clear to my mind that the House to which the 
veto message of the President is submitted must 
vote upon it. 

Mr. MASON. I was about to say verymuch 
in substance what has fallen from the Senator 
from Mississippi when I rose just now. The 
President seems to have looked into this subject, 
by referring it to the appropriate Department to 
ascertain the facts, and if the facts are as the De- 
partment has reported them to the President, it 
would show, I think, very hasty and inconsider- 
ate legislation on the part of the Senate. Now 
the Constitution says: 

“If he approve, he shall sign it; but if not, he shall re- 
tarn it, with his objections, to the House in which it shall 


have originated, who shall enter the objections at large on 
their Journal, and proceed to reconsider it.” 


The Senator from New Hampshire proposes 
to refer the bill, and the me containing the 
objections, to a committee. he Constitution 
says the message shall be entered upon the Jour- 
n ntered at once—and that we shall proceed 
to consider it. The usage has been, as I think 
that Senator said, to assign a day for its consid- 
eration, and before that day arrives, the Senator 
who reported the bill will have an opportunity of 
ascertaining whether the reports oats from the 
Department to the Executive are correct. If they 
are not correct, he can e the fact; and that 
might govern the vote of the Senate upon this 
veto of the President; but I should be reluctant to 
depart from the of the Senate in any re- 
spect whatever. I will move, therefore, if the 


| Senator will permit it, to assign such day as he 
will suggest for the consideration of this veto of 
| the President. 

| Mr. CRITTENDEN. The motion to refer to 
| the committee has preference. 

Mr. MASON. I say, if the Senator will per- 
mitme. He can only permit me by withdrawing 
his motion. Otherwise I shall vote against the 
commitment. 

Mr. HALE. It is said this is a novel course. 
I think this will be found to be the first instance 
in which a private bill has ever been vetoed. 

Mr. YULEE, Oh, no; there have been other 
cases. 

Mr. HALE. I am corrected then; but I do 
not see any objection to referring it. I desire to 
state, in answer to the suggestion made by the 
Senator from Mississippi, that I made no admis- 
sion that this bili had not been investigated at all. 
1 know it was investigated. I know that we went 
| into a computation, in that committee, of the 
_ weight of the nails, and what would be a fair 
| quantum meruit for the conveyance of the mails; 
and that was the inquiry that was before the com- 
mittee. What I meant to say was, that having 
ascertained the weight of the mails, and what 
| would be a fair compensation for carrying a cer- 
| tain amount of mails, we reported the bill with- 

out going into the question of how much that 
would amount to, because that was not necessary 


} 
| 





‘Mr. MASON. Will the Senator allow me to 

ask him, did they ascertain what this petitioner 
| had previously demanded—what value he himself 
| set upon the services? It is stated in the reports 
| of the Department that he presented a memorial 
| to Congress for $25,000, and presented his petition 
_to the Court of Claims for some fifty thousand 
| dollars. Did the Senator ascertain in the com- 
| mittee what value the claimant himself set upon 
his services ? 

Mr. HALE. I can say at once I did not; but 
I will state to the Senate—because I suppose it 
_ will explain somewhat the course of proceedings 
‘| in committees—that there had been an investi- 
gation, if I am not exceedingly mistaken, by a 
| previous Committee on the Post Office and Post 

oads, upon this subject. It had been reported 
to the Senate, and passed, heretofore, without a 
division; and it is not impossible nor improbable 
that that fact may have had a very important in- 
fluence in determining the result that we came to 
at this session, and’ may have prevented that 
scrutiny which we otherwise would have given 
to the bill. Ibelieve that is thefact. But if it is 
going to derange the operations of the Government 
by referring this matter to the committee, I do not 
insist upon it; but to my mind there is no real 
objection to it, and I should prefer the sense of 
the Senate upon it. 

Mr. RICE. As a member of that committee, 
I wish to state that, when I was appointed upon 
it, this claim, I believe, was then before the com- 
mittee, and had been examined by the older mem- 
bers. a never canning 04 it; I wan a 
it; I did not know of its thro the 
Senate until I saw it in the om: I should like 
to ask if it would be in order to refer the bill, with 
the papers, back to the committee for its exam- 
ination, and at the same time to set a special day 
for the consideration of the veto me eI 


| to the adjustment of the claim. 








should 
like, as a member of that committee, before I act 
on the message, to look into the case myself, be-~ 
cause the responsibility not only rests with the 
committee collectively, but with each member in- 
dividually; and if it is in order to separate the 
motion of the Senator from New Hampshire, I 
hope that it may be done, so that we shall set 
aside a -~ for the consideration of the veto mes- 
sage, and let the bill and papers be referred to the 
committee for more definite action. 
Mr. HALE. I have no objection to that. 
Mr. RICE. If there is no constitutional ob- 
jection to it, I hope that course will be taken. 
Mr. MASON. I do not think, so far as my 
opinions are concerned, that we can do that. The 
nstitution says that the Senate, or the House, 
as the case may be, shall proceed to consider it. 
Now, it is somewhat analogous to the phrase used 
with 4o the election of a President—if the 
electoral college fail to elect, the House of Rep- 
resentatives shall choose immediately. Here it 
is said we shall proceed to consider. I think, 
therefore, that not only would it be a departure 





| tion in regard to this case. 


from the precedents, but against the j 
the Constitution, if the subject is rma ¥ 
Mr. CLARK. I desire to make ono, 


I hold in meee 


the message of the President. He says hie x on 


objection to this bill is the enormous differ 
between the amount previously claimed and the 
amount granted by the bill. Now, I wish 1. * 
the Senate how they can ascertain the oe 
previously claimed, and the amount granted by 
the bill, unless by some committee? We cay ) 
certainly do it here in the Senate. In answ io 
what fell from the Senator from Mississ; ai 
desire to read from the message this expr. 

‘* My sole purpose is to afford Congress an opportunity 
of reconsidering this case, on account of its peculiar rd 
cumstances.” ; 

He goes upon the assumption that Congres, 
did not sufficiently consider it before, and desire 
that it should now be reconsidered. | hope it 
will be referred. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Inanswer tothe 
ee of the Senator from Minnesota, the Chair 
wi 


| state that the first question in order js to re- 


| commit the veto to the Committee on the Post 


Office and Post Roads. If that motion prevails 
| the veto will not be before the Senate; and hence 
it would not be in order to fix any particular da 
for its consideration. It would be before the com. 

mittee, and not before the Senate. 
Mr. MASON. I move that the Senate do now 
adjourn. 
he motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvuespay, April 17, 1860. 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer 
by. the Chaplain, Rev. Tuomas H. Srocxtoy, 
he Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


COMPENSATION OF MEMBERS. 


Mr. SCHWARTZ. 1 ask the consent of the 
House to offer the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Expenditures 
be instructed to report a bill reducing the compensation of 
members of the Senate and House of Representatives to 
eight dollars per day for each day of actual service, and 
providing also that when both Houses by joint resolution 
adjourn to attend a political convention, the members voting 
for such adjournment shall not receive pay during such re- 
cess. - 

Mr. HOUSTON. I do not object to that res- 
olution, but I desire to say that I understand cer- 
tain members of the House are in the habit of 
drawing their pay when paired off and absent from 
the city, or remaining in the city, but not attend- 
ing the sessions of the House. If that be true,! 
propose to amend the resolution by providing that 
when members, by pairing off, disqualify them- 
selves from representing their constituents upon 
the floor of the House, they shall not be permitted, 
as they have no right under the law, to draw 
their pay. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Do I understand the gen- 


tleman to say that he knows such to be the fact? 
Mr. HOUSTON. I understand that such is 
the fact. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I object to the reception of 
the resolution. 


MILEAGE. 


Mr. MOORE, of Kentucky. I ask the consent 

of the House to introduce the following resolution: 
That the Committee of the Whole be discuarged 

from the further consideration of the report of the Commit- 
tee on Mileage made upon House bills Nos. 69 and 7, 
and that they be recommitted to the said Committee on 
Mileage, with instructions to report favorably thereon. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I object. 

Mr. MOORE, of Kentucky. I move to suspend 
the rules. ; 

The SPEAKER. That motion is not in order 


except on Monday. 
Mr. SHERMAN . I call for the regular order 
of business. 


PROPOSITION FOR RECESS. 


The SPEAKER. The business regularly in 

order is the adoption of the resolution proposed 

y by the gentleman from South Carolins, 

Mr. Bonnam,] upon which the main question has 
n ordered 


The resolution was read, as follows: — 
Whereas House, the Qist of February, ’ 
resolved, “ animes ion Capitol extension 
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The mind of 


1860. 


— eee 
to remove the present benches from the Hall, 
be —_ the old chairs and desks, adopting substantial! 
original arrangement thereof, but having pes to any 
vguction of space occupied by them without interfering 
red the convenience of the arrangement :”” Therefore, - 
W'pesolved, That when this House adjourns on Friday next, 
« stand adjourned till Tuesday, the lst day of May, in order 
. the foregoing resolution may be carried into effect ; and 
. a message be sent to the Senate asking their consent 


to such adjournment. 

Mr. BONHAM. I move that there bea call of 
the House. a . 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. That motion 
ig not in order. : . ; 

The SPEAKER. It is not; the main question 
having been ordered. p : 

Mr. PHELPS. To obviate that difficulty, I 
move that the House adjourn; not because I am 
willing that the House shall now adjourn, but for 
the purpose of delaying the vote upon the resolu- 
tion until members shall have time to come into 
the House. And I call for the yeas and nays upon 
the motion. ‘ 7 

Mr. SHERMAN. I think I can obviate the 
dificulty, without the necessity of wasting time. 
| propose that the House resolve itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
for the purpose of disposing of two or three ap- 

ropriation bills, to which 1 suppose there will 
te no objection. If the House shall agree to that 
motion, | will move, at two o’clock, that the com- 
mittee rise, for the purpose of coming into the 
House, and taking a straight vote upon the réso- 
lution of the gentleman from South Carolina, [Mr. 
amet 

Mr. PHELPS. If that be the agreement, I 
will withdraw the motion to adjourn. 

Mr. BONHAM. [ understand, then, the prop- 
osition to be to go into the Committee of the 
Whole, with the understanding on both sides that 
attwo o’clock we shall come into the House, and 
take a straight vote upon my resolution. 

Several Members. We agree to it. 


DEFICIENCY BILL. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I move that the general de- 
bate upon the deficiency bill shall cease m one 
hour from the time when the committee proceed 
to the consideration of the same. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I now move that the rules 
be suspended, and that the House resolve itself 
into the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, for the purpose of considering the de- 
ficiency bill. . 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the rules were suspended; and the House 
resolved itself into the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, (Mr. Wasusurn, of Maine, 
in the chair,) and proceeded to the consideration 
of the bill of the House (No. 499) to supply de- 
ficiencies in the appropriations for the service of 
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1860. 

_ Mr. SHERMAN. I move that the first read- 
ing of the bill be dispensed with. 

fhe motion was agreed to; and the reading of 
the bill by paragraphs, for amendment, com- 
menced. 

Mr. CONKLING obtained the floor. 

Mr. MAYNARD, Is it understood that gen- 
eral debate is in order? 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from New 
York [Mr. Conxiine] is entitled to the floor. By 
& vote of the House, general debate is permitted 
for one hour. 

Mr. CONKLING addressed the committee for 
one hour on the President’s message. [His re- 
marks willbe published in the Appendix. 

The Clerk proceeded to read the bill by clauses, 
for amendment. 
oe following clause being under considera- 

n: 

“ For furniture, repairs, and boxes for members, $10,000;”” 
_Mr. MAYNARD. I move to amend this sec- 
tion by striking out the words ‘‘ boxes for mem- 
bers. _ It will be remembered that, when the 
legislative aprmepviasion bill was before the Com- 





mittee of the le during the last session of 
rangress—early in February of last year, if I re- 


t—this item of appropriation for 
boxes for members was stricken a on the motion 
of the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Pexpieron;) 
auies rightfully or wrongfully is not a matter 
of much importance at this time, except that it 
was favored {osha as an item of economy. 

last Congress was, that this ap- 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


propriation, unauthorized by law and supported 
an by practice, should no longer be made. 
It will be recollected that this whole a 


' ( ropria- 
tion was, on motion of — friend from irginia, 
(Mr. Srrn,] stricken out last session—furniture, 


repairs, boxes, and all—as a measure of public 
economy. 

Here is an attempt on the part of somebody— 
whether of individual members or employés of 
the House, I know not, and do not care to in- 
quire—to do indirectly what the last Congress de- 
cided should not be done directly, and to evade 
the course of legislation then adopted, by bring- 
ing the item in as a part of the dehelones? bill, at 
the present session. 

It is a practice which ought to be met at the 
threshold, and which ought to be discontinued. 
If we tolerate it in an inconsiderable item of this 
character, it will come in under more important 
items; and, if I am not mistaken, there are sev- 
eral such items already in this very bill, which 
will probably be brought to the attention of the 
committee as the reading progresses. It is on 
account of the attempt ‘to evade the effect of the 
legislation of last Congress that I make the propo- 
sition to strike out this item. I hope my amend- 
ment will be adopted by the committee. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. Iam constrained 
to oppose this amendment. I am in favor of 
boxes. I stand by boxes of every description— 

ood boxes and bad boxes. I have seen this 
Hades in a bad box at times, [laughter,} so bad, 
indeed, that it ought to have been put into an ap- 
nas anaes bill. Let us but strike out all these 
oxes, and what becomes of the snuff-taking*pro- 
ensities of gentlemen on this floor? eae) 

ill you strike away our snuff-boxes, sir? 
appeal to the interests of the South. (Laughter. } 

hat is to become of your great tobacco-grow- 
ing interests? 1 appeal to the industrial interests 
of the North. Where is your honest mechanic, 
your laborious carpenter, if these boxes are to be 
struck out of the appropriation bill? I appeal to 
the great‘iron interest of Pennsylvania. {Laugh- 
ter.] If you are to take away these boxes from 
members of Congress, what is to become of your 
locks, and your screws, and your hinges? [Laugh- 
ter.] Why, sir, do you not perceive that this is 
no trivial matter? Is it not clear that it involves 
the great economical interests of the country? 
And now, with these interests at stake, shall gen- 
tlemen be permitted, while contemplating the nar- 


while these interests depend upon that box? 
{Laughter.] 
box that the legislation and interests of the coun- 
try have received for years and years agone. 

A Voice. A sort of Pandora’s box. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I, sir, can under- 
stand very well how you can apply economy to 
bureaus; but how are you to apply it to boxes? 
{Laughter.} Let gentlemen attend to the weighty 
matters of the law, and not to these trifles. 

Sir, I am asked whether this is a Pandora’s 
box. No, sir; that was a box which emanated 
from the wicked devices of antique femininity. 
These boxes apply only to the masculinity of 
these degenerate days. They are the boxes of 
members of Congress, and by no means the box 
of Mistress Pandora, or of any of the female con- 
vocation of the goddesses of yore. Sir, let the 
boxes stand. [Renewed laughter. I appeal to 
my friend from ‘Tennessee to withdraw his amend- 
ment, in order that our boxes may remain, and 


It is a true Latin motto that, de minimis non, &c. 
Let Congress, sir, find an example in that Latin 
maxim; and while it strikes at great abuses, let it 
ermit the pine boxes of members to remain. [ 
be e the amendment will not prevail. 
he question was taken on Mr. Maynarp’s 
amendment, and it was rejected. 
Mr. MAYNARD. I move to amend by strik- 
ing out the word ‘‘ten.’’ My friend from New 
York has succeeded in retaiying his boxes, and 
has thereby preserved the iron interest in the shape 
of nails od. screws, and hinges, and locks and 
keys, and the tobacco interest, as represented in 
the snuff-boxes. He has also retained his * clas- 
sicality,’’ to say nothing of his “ pee ag or 
his “* masculinity,”” in the ‘ Pandora’s box.” 
And, inasmuch as he has succeeded in that, I sub- 
mit that he has accomplished about as muchas a 
gentleman can be expected to do in one session 


of Congress. He ought to be furloughed to the 
Charleston convention. 


what is the sad inti 
| the House? 








| in the cordial spirit 
\| the frequency of my invitations. [ho 
| does not apprehend the 
| row for us both. I will withdraw my amendment. 


row periphery of a box, to strike out its entirety, || 








that the reputation of this House may be saved. | 
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It is very obvious, from the speech of the gen~- 


tleman, that these items for “ furniture and re- 
pairs and boxes’’ are, as he says, among the 
weighty matters of the law. An 
great 
spicuous and shining a light, on the motion of one 
| of its honored Representatives from the State of 
| Ohio, [Mr. Penp.eton,) in the last Congress, 
succeeded in striking out the *‘ boxes,’’ and, on 
| the motion of the ai 

posed of the ** furniture and repairs,’’ and thus 


although the 
emocratic party, of which he is so con- 


stinguished Virginian, dis- 
eliminated them fr our apeennEn yet 
ion of the present action of 
It is that that great party, that once 
dominant party, that party which was in the as- 
cendency egpectinnd long was it >—thatthis party is 
to be finally overruled in a great measure of econ- 


| omy, and their recent efforts in behalf of the pub- 


lic fise set at naught by the present dominant 


| party, calling themselves ‘* Republicans.”’ | sup- 
| pose the gentleman would call them “ Black Re- 


publicans!’? Was there ever such discomfiture ? 

Now, Mr. Chairman, 1 have been more than 
once most affectionately invited to join my desti- 
nies with this great Democratic party—not on my 


| account, of course—merely to save the coun- 
_ try; but after the manner in which my efforts in 
| their behalf to maintain their record intact, and to 


preserve their reputation without stain, to carry 


| out their favorite measures of ** economy, re- 


trenchment, and reform,”’ in the matter of ** fur- 
niture, repairs, and boxes for members,’ have been 


/met by my friend from New York—who, as I 
_ have said, is the exponent, the orator, if not the 


oracle, of that party—I shall be very cautious in 


|| future how I interpose for their relief. It is very 
| manifegt that my services are not likely to be ap- 


preciated. Certainly, my advances are not met 
might have expected from 
my friend 
arty would be too nar- 


Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. LIobject. I wish 


| to explain to the gentleman, and not to reply to 
| his remarks. 


a false 


I do not wish to occup 
Iam not the oracle 


position before the House. 


| of this side of the House, except when ** boxes” 
| are in question. 


{Laughter.]} 
Mr. MAYNARD, by unanimousconsent, with- 
drew his amendment. 


Mr. RUFFIN. I move to strike out this par- 


egy ge | agraph of the bill: 
Why, sir, it will be the most fatal || “~ P 


‘For the compensation of the draughtsman and clerks 


| employed on the land maps. clerks to committees, and tem- 
| porary clerks in the office of the House of Representatives, 


35,000.” e 

Now, sir, I desire to inquire of the chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means how many 
persons are employed on these land maps? 

Mr. SHERMAN. The same number as was 
provided for by the appropriation of the last Con- 
gress, as I understand. he law authorizes the 
usual number of these land map clerks. The gen- 
tleman probably knows the exact number better 
than myself. 

Mr. RUFFIN. The number was tener, uses 
They were reduced to six. I am informed, how- 
ever, that the Clerk has appointed the full number 
of ten; and it is in reference to that I make the 
inquiry. 

ir. SHERMAN. I willsay to the gentleman 
that no appropriation is made for any additional 
number of clarks: The deficiency arises, as I un- 
derstand it, from the empioyment of clerks of com- 
mittees and temporary clerks authorized by the 
House. This is the usual heading of the appro- 
priation. The object is certainly notfor the pur- 
pose of increasing the number of these land map 
clerks. ’ 

Mr. RUFFIN. Atthe last Congress, a resolu- 
tion was referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands, instructing them to inquire into the — 
diency of abolishing these land map clerks. The 
Committee on Public Lands, or a majority of that 
committee, agreed to make a report to the House, 
recommending that that force should be abolished. 
That report, however, was never brought before 
the House. If I recollect correctly, the commit- 
tee was not again called until the close of the Con- 
gress. I know the Committee on Public Lands 
agreed that these clerks were not necessary. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, the employment of these 
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clerks involves a large expenditure of money, and 
it is.of no benefit toanybody. They make out 
maps of the public lands in the States, for which 
we have no use; but the Territories of Kansas, 
Nebraska, &c., never have as yet been reached. 
The Committee on Public Lands do not consider 


these clerks as of any benefit whatever to them, | 


although they may be of some benefit to land 


speculators and others. The Interior Department || 
| man from Alabama for making the remark he has 


recommended that they should be abolished. They 
are not under the control of the Secretary of the 


Interior at allj.and it is charged that they have 
been in the habit of furnishing information out- | 


side of the Department not “Wer thein to be made || 


public, and that the Secretary’of the Interior could 
not control them. I now modify my amend- 


ment so far as to simply strike out ‘* draughts- || 


man and clerks employed on land maps,”’ and to 
reduce the appropriation of $5,000 to $1,000. 
Mr. SHERMAN. If the amendment of the 


ollar. These persons are employed by resolu- 
tion of the House, or by law. 
be paid. They have been employed for the ses- 


sion, and some of them have already rendered the | 


service for which this money is appropriated. I 
repeat, that the money must be paid, because 
these persons are employed in pursuance of ex- 
isting law, or of the resolution of the House. I 
will say also, that the number of clerks to com- 
mittees has been increased two or three. I do 
not know that any portion of the $5,000 contained 
in this bill would go for the payment of these 
land clerks at all. An appropriation was made 
at the last sessiun for the payment of their sala- 
ries, and [ do not know that any additional amount 
is required for that purpose. As I remarked, 
additional clerks of committees have been author- 
ized by the present House, which, of cougse, the 
last House could not foresec. 


Mr. RUFFIN. Do I understand the gentleman | 
to say that ee of this money is to go for | , 
|| the Government or anybody else in consequence 


the payment of the map clerks? 

Mr. SHERMAN. I do not know that there is 
any deficiency in that particular item. The items 
embraced in this paragraph comprise the usual 
forma! head of appropriation which has always 


been adopted, and this $5,000 is necessary to use | 
during the current fiscal year under that head of 


ree 


have succeeded but for the gentleman from Ohio 
himself. It was on his motion that the proposi- 
tion of my friend from Kentucky, to send the re- 
portof the Doorkeeper to a special committee, was 
defeated, and the report sent to the Committee of 
Accounts, where, I believe, it is to be smothered. 
But for the gentleman’s efforts, I believe we might 
have had some necessary reform. 
Mr.SPINNER. Whatground has the gentle- 


made ? ; 

Mr. HOUSTON. It is my opinion. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I have as much confidence 
in the Committee of Accounts as I have in any 
committee of the House. 

Mr. Rurrin’s amendment was rejected. 

Mr. McQUEEN. I movetoamend by adding 
this provision: 

That after the 30th of June next, the employmentof a 


| draughtsman and clerks upon land maps shall cease. 
a should prevail, it would not save one || 


Their salary is to | 


| session of Congress. 


Mr. Chairman, I recollect very well the facts 
of this case. They were brought before the House 
by the Committee on Public Lands at the last 
The chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means has properly stated 
that this appropriation is for paying those who 
are ve by law. I admit that fact. The 
original law was passed in the shape of a simple 


|| resolution of two lines, offered in this House in 


1848, that the Clerk of the House should employ 
clerks to furnish land maps stained for the bene- 
fitof members of Congress. The system was 
commenced by the employment of three clerks, 
and, from year to year, it went on, until, lke 
everything else connected with the operations of 
this Federal Government where an entering wedge 
is inserted, we find that two years ago nine clerks 


| were employed, and $17,000 a year appropriated 
| for the completion of these maps. 


Upon a former 
occasion, as a member of the Committee on Public 
Lands, I stated that during my service on that 
committee, I never saw the value of a dollar to 


_of these land maps. It is very well known that 
the Commissioner of Public Lands can and will 
furnish information in respect to lands granted 





r. RUFFIN. The number of clerks em- || 
| believe. If you willgo back, and see the expend- 
_ itures which have been made to furnish these maps, 
|| you will see that $200,000 and upwards has al- 


ployed upon these maps was fixed in the last Con- 
gress, and an negroeranes was made for their 
salaries. Now, if no additional number had been 
employed, I do not see why they should be in- 
cluded in the appropriation at all. 

Mr. SHER AN. There has never been any 
specific appropriaypn for these clerks at all. This 
head of appropriation has always been adopted, 


and any portion of the sum appropriated under || 


the head may be applied to any of the items in- 
cluded in it. I say, therefore, that while there 
may be no deficiency in the appropriation for the 
iand map clerks of the last session, $5,000 more 
may be necessary for these other offices. I[tisa 
matter that I care nothing about, and the House 
may strike it out or not, as they choose. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I desire to ask the chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means a 

uestion, to see if I understand Lie statement. If 

understood him correctly, this $5,000 becomes 
necessary, because of the increase of clerks to 
committees during the present session ? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Partly. 

Mr.HOUSTON. How much of it? 

Mr. SHERMAN. I think two or three addi- 
tional clerks have been authorized. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The gentleman, then, does 
not know that there are deficiencies beyond the 
amount necessary to pay two or three additional 
clerks to committees employed during the present 
session. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I said that two or three new 
clerks to committees had been employed the pres- 
ent session, under resolution of the House. Be- 
sides that, the fund appropriated at the last ses- 
sion, under this head, was not sufficient to pay 
the salaries of officers authorized by law. Now, 
if the gentleman desires to institute reforms and 
to reduce the number of employés about this 
House, let him introduce a proposition in the 
House for that purpose, and I will go with him. 

Mr. HOUSTON. We made an effort yesterday 


| ready been expended for these maps. 





te institute such a reform, and I think we weuld | 


and sold by the Government as accurately as it 
can be furnished by these land maps. 

I know, sir, that it is said, as it has been said 
before, that this is a small matter. It is not so 
smallamatteras gentlemen would make the House 


All this 
expense is entailed upon us by a simple resolution 
adopted in 1848, providing that this House should 
be furnished with stained land maps. Although 
| the number of clerks has been increased year 
after year, and the expenditure has gone beyond 
$200,000, I would not give fifty dollars for all the 


'| land maps that are the result. 


| Mr. BARKSDALE. These mapsare not made 
for the benefit of Congress, but for the benefit of 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. McQUEEN. I wasa member of the Com- 
‘mittee on Public Lands at the last Congress, and 
I never saw these land maps until this question 
was brought before the House. They are in the 
committee room, but I never saw that they were 
of any use to the members of the committee in the 
discharge of their public duty. I never saw the 
slightest particle of benefit derivable from them to 
anybody. Ihave never known an instance in which 

this House or the le of the United States have 
derived any benelit { rom them. It is true that 
| the maps may be convenient for land speculators. 
That it is the duty of this House to put an end to 
this system which entails upon the Government a 
useless expense, I am in no doubt. If I had the 
land maps, which have cost so much, to exhibit 
them at this time to the House, I think I could at 
once satisfy members that they are not worth one 
dollar. They are not of any use now, and they 
never will be. A draughtsman has been employed 





at a salary of $2,100 per annum, and the clerks at 
nse during one 
year has been as high as $17,000. I think thatit 


is about time that a termination should be made 
of this wasteful and extra t system. I see 
no way in which to secure that desirable result, 
except by the adoption of the amendment I have 
proposed, which provides that the clerks and 


a salary each of $1,800. The expe 
| draughtsman engaged upon these land maps shall 
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not be employed longer than the 30 

I oe the amendment will be oo — 
r.McCLERNAND. Will my friend f, 

South Carolina tell the House what will cae 

= ot emeunene the 
r. 3 EN. The amendme : 

away with these land map clerks after the sea’ 

June next—a consummation which oughi to h; > 

ate: MeCLERN AND’ e 
r. Me ND. They will 

office at the close of the prevent fisca) — “ 

Mr. McQUEEN. Yes, sir; without any a 
thority to employ them hereafter. The eg 
tion under which they have been, and are a, 
employed, was adopted by this House in 143’ 
The resolution is only two lines in length, : 

Mr. McCLERNAND. I agree with the en- 
tleman from South Carolina in what he has said 
on this subject. These clerks hold mere sine. 
cures. They were authorized to be employed 
some twelve years ago. 

A Memeer. What year? 

Mr. McCLERNAND. Authority to emplo 
them was granted in 1848. I wasa member 
the House at the time, and think I may safely sa 
that it was far from its expectation to authoriss 
the employment of so many clerks. I am jp. 
formed that the Clerk of this House is not limited 
in respect to the number of these clerks he ra 
employ, and that the number has varied from 
time to time, from a few, now to some eight or 
ten. And I am further informed that some of the 
number have performed no service, while, indeed 
any service they might perform in the time of their 
duty, would be valueless. In short, the contip- 
uance of these clerks in office is one of the grossest 
abuses which has grown up in the Government, 
and ought to be stricken down by a unanimous 
vote of this committee. It would be a shame to 
continue such an abuse. I withdraw my amend- 
ment. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The time having arrived 
when, by general consent, the vote is to be taken 
in the Sines on the resolution to adjourn over, | 
move, for that purpose, that the committee rise, 

Mr. WINSLO I suggest that we take a 
vote first on the pending amendment. 

Mr. SHERMAN. ery well. I withdraw 
— until that vote is taken. 

he question was taken; and Mr. McQueen's 
amendment was agreed to. 

_Mr. SHERMAN., I move that the committee 
rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Thecommittee accordingly rose; and the Speaker 
having resumed the chair, Mr. Wasusvry, of 
Maine, reported that the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union had, according to order, 
had the Union generally under consideration, and 
ee the deficiency appropriation bill, and 

ad come to no resolution thereon. 


PROPOSED RECESS——AGAIN. 


The SPEAKER. The business first in order 
is the resolution of the gentleman from South Car- 
olina, (Mr. Bonutam;] upon which the previous 
question was seconded yesterday. 

The resolution was read, as follows: 

Whereas this House, on the 2lst day of February, 1860, 
resolved “that the superintendent of the Capit) exten- 
sion be directed to remove the present benches from the 
Hall, and replace the old chairs and desks, adopting sub- 
stantially the original arrangement thereof, but having re- 
gard to any reduction of space occupied by them without 
interfering with the convenience of the arrangement:” 
Therefore 

Resolved, That when this House adjourns on Friday next, 
it stand adjourned till Tuesday, the Ist day of May, in order 
that the foregoing resolution may be carried into effvct; and 
that a message be sent to the Senate asking their consent 
to such adjournment. 

Mr SMITH, of Virginia. I desire, before we 
enter upon the consideration of that resolution, '0 
offer a resolution. f 

The resolution was read, for information, a 
follows: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of paying 
commander and lieutenants of the revenue steamer Har 
riet Lane, while attached to the Paraguay expedition, and 
under the orders of the Navy Department, the same pay # 
is allowed to officers of similar rank in the Navy. : 

Mr. CAREY. I object. 

Mr. BONHAM. I move that there be a cal 
of the House. : 

The SPEAKER... A call of the House is not 
in order after the main question has been ordered. 
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KSDALE. I hope, by general con- || lution, ordered the benches to be removed. te || Ruffin, Schwartz, Scranton, Sedgwick, She Singte- 

Next, ae a call py e ouse. (Cries is out of 0 ae Debate ] ton, einen a H. Seaith, Somes Spaulding, Spinner, 

“No, no!’’] Then I move that the House do e. ANCH. AsI understand it, there will || UAC yompkins, Trimble, allandigham, Vandever, 
be ’ = adjourn; and upon that motion I demand | be a separate vote upon the preamble. Then those | burn, Welle, Windows, ani Wooaumelis” — 

il Mr. SHER N. It was the understanding, will, by voting down the preamble, give the super- ~ oe ts han a /ertane a iG 
rill do hen we went into committee, thatat two o’clock || intendent of the Capitol extension, an intimation | Mr. WOODRU’ : ie 
0th of : would come out of committee and take a vote || that the House does not wish to have the benches | M P UFF stated that his colleague, aa 
0 have a n the resolution, without delay. removed. I hope it will be voted down. Hl sche in his famnil beet fee phhrbepe se fo) 

“Mr BARKSDALE. | only desire that gentle- Mr. BONHAM. [object to any further debate. | Mat aaa va had paired off with Mr. - 
amet : may have an opportunity to come in, and be Mr.STANTON. If this debate is to be allowed || ay, CN RRY Oe, ae eee 

; men my the vote is taken. i eet teal in it, | Mr. CURRY stated that, upon this question, 
on MM, STANTON. It was understood upon all | Mr. FLORENCE. I want to say a word or || 8¢ Was paired off with Mr. Witsow, and that he 
enti hands that a vote should be taken without a call || two also. I think the safety of the country de- | we, BOARD a SS hier a E : i 
> how, of the House. pends upon the action of the national political || o¢ % “tag eel Mr Vax id wes pay ian 8 
ae Mr. BARKSDALE. I think nothing was said || convention. I think itis a high and worthy pur- | ee ne ar eneien acanl ana be 


, : : Mr. MAYNARD said: I aunounced a short 
Pane ee rte peupess te nied: have || time since that I was paired off with Mr. Vaxce. 


: || By arrangement with Mr. Hoarp, my pair with 
appointed delegates to attend to that matter, and || y = . 
: | Mr. Vance has sfe f ; ant 
it is not my concern, or the gentleman’s, and, as || , ance has been transferred to Mr. Ezy; and 


e aboutacallofthe House. I certainly have no dis- 
is anid position to interfere with any arrangement which 
e Sine- was made. 


the yeas and nays. who are opposed to the removal of the benches, | 
Mr. BONHAM. [agree with the gentleman | 

















¢ . . : } > ’ ee ”” 
pore from Mississippi, in wares o nothing we members of Congress, we have nothing to do aT TL WOURO AY ceded we ceadbibbes fake 
said about a call of the House. We were to take || with it. : 1] see tiie si . : : 
' a vote; but the result of postponing the vote is, Mr. HOUSTON. [I rise to a point of order. | are a weenie ee ronan vl re 
ro that the House is not as full now as it was when || While I acknowledge the rule that it is usual to | table a“y 
| the vote was postponed, separate a resolution from the preamble, yet that | t . ‘ . 
horiz, Mr. HOUSTON. 1 would suggest that we leis controlled by circumstances. In this case | The latter motion was agreed to 
am in- should allow gentlemen an opportunity to come the preamble is a substantial part of the resolu- PUBLIC LANDS FOR MISSISSIPPI. 
limited re tion, because ofa reference, in the resolution, to Mr. BARKSDALE, by unanimous consent, 
e ma Acall of the House was ordered; and thereupon, || the facts cited in the preamble; and if you sepa- || presented a memorial from the Legislature of the 
i ree 4 the roll being called, the following named mem- |! rate them, the resolution, by itself, has no sense in || State of Mississippi, praying the cession of cer- 
ght or bers failed to answer to their names: } it. It then has no point in it, and fails of the pur- || tain public lands, to aid in the construction of the 
> of the Messrs. Boteler, Briggs, Burroughs, Clemens, Clopton, || POS® for which it was intended. : || Gulf and Ship [sland railroad; which was laid on 
ndeed Clark B. Cochrane, Cox, Davidson, John G. Davis,Reuben || The SPEAKER. That will be a subject for | ;he table, <a ordered to be printed. 
of their Davis, DeJarnette, Ely, Farnsworth, Fenton, Ferry, Fouke, || the consideration of the House when they come | 
E Gamett, Graham, Grow, Hall, Haskin, Hindman, Jackson, || tq yote. The remark is very true, that the reso- | PACIFICO RAILROAD BILL. 
contin- Killinger, Lamar, Elbert S. Martin, Millward, Montgomery, | ae itself ld ° k - sted | : . 
rossest Nixon, Peyton. Reynolds, Sickles, James A. Stewart, Wil- || ‘Ution itself would not make sense unconnecte Mr. BRABSON, by unanimous consent, intro- 
nment liam Stewart, I'rain, Underwood, Van Wyck,Vance,Wade, || with the preamble. The House will determine || duced a bill to aid in the construction of railroads 
nimons Elliau B. Washburne, Whiteley, Wilson, Wood, Wood. || that matter by their vote. || to the Pacific ocean; which was read a first and Ef 
ame to ruff, and Wright. _Mr. SHERMAN. [rise to a privileged mo- || second time, referred to the select committee on ? 
amend- During the call, || tion. I move to lay this whole subject upon the || the Pacific railroad, and ordered to be printed. it! 
. | 
wel anita eee OM BONHAM. That motion is not in order. | apipmerargn yp 
arrived paire : ’ : oo” _* | . ; i 
e taken Mr. McPHERSON stated that Mr. Kituincer || It was submitted yesterday. 5 ae tine nee. The bill (H. R. 
over, I was paired off with Mr. Wricur. || Mr. ASHMORE. The previous question has | b 0. 114) for the ei : —? he on ee 
on rise. Mr. EDGERTON stated that Mr. Carrer was || been seconded and the main question ordered to | rg a Pore Woes to-day. ho en 
take « paired off with Mr. Cox. ; || be put, and I hope we shall be allowed to have a | 7 mere es a ¥ + pom © not 
Mr. MAYNARD stated that he had paired off || square vote upon the resolution. eh 1 e di om BRR , hd “ee ay, ved till th 
thdraw upon this quéstion with Mr. Vance, who was Mr. BONHAM. The understanding with the | ths aT eecda; Ml that it be postponed til the 
temporarily absent; that he [Mr. MayNanp] was |/ other side was, that we should have a direct vote || ' Tt athe ae. d ay. 
VEEN’s in favor of the resolution, and Mr. Vance op- || upon the resolution. i b was 90. orgeres, 
posed to it. i . } ’ Mr. SHERMAN. If it were not for these || DIVORCES IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 
nmittee Mr. BURCH said: I am paired off with Mr. re points of order, and this in- || Mr. BURNETT, by unanimous consent, in- 
Porrer upon all questions, from Thursday the || terminable debate, | would be willing that there |) }oquceda bill to authorize divorces inthe District 
19h of April, until the Ist of May, excepting the || should be a direct vote on the resolution, and let | of Columbia. and for other purposes; which was 
lation Pacific railroad and the Pacific telegraph bills. || the House suy whether or not they will adjourn || ...4 a first and second time, and referred to the 
sa On those two subjects I am paired off with Mr. || to attend a political convention. I will withdraw | a eerie dat 
URN, of ao | : || Committee on the Judiciary. 
Whole Houston. On and after the Ist of May and till || my motion to lay on the table. oot ie 
canliad the 4th of May, I am paired off with Mr. Perrer Mr. BONHAM. I call for the yeas and nays | REVENUE STEAMER HARRIET LANE. 
oi iol upon all political subjects. upon the adoption of the resolution. | Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, by unanimous con- 
‘ill, and Mr.QUARLES stated that Mr. Hinpman was Mr. ASHMORE.. I object to any further de- || sent, offered the following resolution; which was 
, called away in consequence of sickness in his || bate from any quarter. || read, considered, and agreed to: 
family. Mr. McQUEEN. Willthe Speaker allow me || Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be in- 
Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois, stated that Mr. || to call his attention to the latter a of the reso- | samen ao: fnanies npanhe capetionsy at Ramee 30 
aS . : 4 ‘ = iman¢ i« : e reve ste 
n order Wasupurne, of Illinois, was «unable to be pres- | lution, which declares that the House ee rlet Lane, while attached to the Paraguay expedition, and 
th Car- ent on account of severe indisposition, journ for the purpose of removing the benches. || under the orders of the Navy Department, the same pay as 
revious Mr. MAYNARD. I move thatall further pro- hat makes it perfectly immaterial whether the || is allowed to officers of similar rank in the Navy. 
esedings under the call be dispensed with. preamble is separated from the resolution or not. | DEFICIENCY BILL—AGAIN. 
The motion was agreed to. The yeas and nays were ordered. ..,:|| Mr. SHERMAN. I aa sles ths ae 
sry, 1860, The SPEAKER. The question now recurs The question was taken; and it was decided in meee Jed a oot a te © tool | ° 
som upon the adoption of the resolution of the gentle- || the negative—yeas 69, nays 113; as follows: the'ce ed, na t ea "Whole o ay ve Mae Pay 
from the = from South Carolina. YEAS—Messrs. Green Adams, Adrain, Ashmore, Barks- | nae of the ole on the state of the 
ling sub- Mr. MORRI inois. inquire || dale Barrett, Blake, Bonham, Branch, Burch, Burnett, | . 
Tet whether the etiiie ieee oaeer “ividen? Carey, Case, Horace a 6 k, John B. Clark, John Coch The motion was agreed to. 
1 wi ; Cooper, James Craig, Burton Cra mundson » j : 
yement:” . The SPEAKER. The preamble to the resolu- English, Praaen: Gilmer’ Haleg Hamilton, J. Morrison aa pas we nai at wees ms the 
tton will be voted upon separately from the reso- || Harris, Hawkins, Hickman, Hill, Holman, Hughes, Jen- ouse resolved iseil into the VomImiKes Of tne 
day oes lution. kins, William Kellogg, Kenta, beens Lassen Lo Whole gts state a - User (Mr. nee 
, in ) os +1 n, Maclay, Maynard, McClernand eQueen, McRae BURN, 0 aine, in the chair,) and resumed the 
fect ; and Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. I would like tohear Millward, Moorhead, Nelson, Niblack Noell, Phelps, Pot” a : s bi , 
e resol ’ ’ aon consideration of a bill (H.R. No. 499) to supply 
r consent resolution read. ter, Pryor, Pugh, Reagan, Rust, Scott, Sickles, Simms, || 446i oncies in th it for th ' 
he resolution was read. William Smith, Stallworth, Stanton, Stevens, Stevenson, eficiencies in the appropriations for the service 
fore we : Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. I believe we already Reet, Seeses, Tayler, Teaver, Theaker, ‘Thomas, Wal- || of gs mn year en - J vee 20, ~_— ih 
. . ron, Webster, an inslow . ne Clerk proceeded wit e@ reading 0 6 
a? the Fry Order for she rentoval of the benches from || “"NAys—Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Aldrich, Allen, Al- || 1]) for amendment . 
; ¢ Hall. ; ley, Thomas L. Anderson, William C. Anderson, Ashley, , . 
tion, as The SPEAKER. That order is recited in the Avery, Beste, Bingham, Blair, Boosek, Bouli ys Boyce, Mr. MAYNARD. I move to amend the item 4 
Preamble to the resolution rabson, Brayton, Briggs, Bristow, Buffinton, Burlingame, || at the twenty-fourth and twenty-fifth lines, by Y 
re . Cobb, Colfi “1: P ; 
irs be in- _ Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. I submit whether Oeokiion’ Govede: Crawforn, Curtis, 1 Winter Davis. || striking out the words ‘ $4,729 06,” and insertin 
ng to the ‘tis in order, when that resolution is in full force, Dawes, Helena, Duell, Dunn, Edwards, Eliot, Etheridge, || in lieu thereof the words ‘* $3,000;”’ so that it wil . 
mee “A to a a resolution of a similar character, or a Faster, Srenb, Setent Great Gertey, Hieaherie, J - read, as follows: i 
aaa rea i ; ‘ . Harris, Hatton, Helmic oard, Houston, Howard, | arpe . +a 
ne pay # ye this mosenening the ome subject? The object Humphrey, Hutchins, Irvine, Jones, Junkin, Keitt, Francis — "93 060. 6 om ee et thw aes af Repocsen ae 
. Journment is, in my judgment, to enable || w. Kellogg, Kilgore, DeWitt C. Leach, James M. Leach, ag j " Pp 
members of Congress to attend a political conven- || Lee, Longnecker, Loomis, Love, Lovejoy, Mallory, Mars- Mr. SHERMAN. That item is to pay forthe Lae 
ye a call ion, and not for the purpose of removing these |} ton, Charles D. pista, Seo, MeKnight, McPherson, || new carpet which was made necessary by the te) 
benches. That being the object, I solemnly pro- || Miles, Millson, Lctan 7 Moore, yeaa Olin, Palmer, || Change made in the Hall. 1 think the price is it 
- . e . : ae 
e is not i eainat it, ‘ Pendieton, Perry, Pettit, Porter, Pottle, Quarles, Rice, || Very large; but the Committee of Accounts have 4 
ordered. t.BONHAM. The House has, by a reso- || Riggs, Christopher Robinson, James C. Robinson, Royee, || examined into it, and found it reasonable. j 
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Mr. MAYNARD. It happened that in the last 
Congress great complaint was made of the Clerk 
of the previous Congress, and the affairs in his 


office were investigated by a committee of which || 


I was a member, One of the grave charges made 
against him was, that there had been a great fraud | 
committed in the matter of a new carpet. I have 
here the bill that was presented for that carpet. 
It was for eleven hundred and sixty-nine yards of 
Brussels carpet, at two dollars per yard—§2,338. | 
The proof was, that Captain Meigs had selected 


CONGRESSIONAL GLO 


| was required in cutting it up. I do not think the 


_ not feel at liberty to cut them down on the price | of-the Hall, it was found 
in the purchase made for the House. The com- || answer. 


| 


a carpet at the price of $1 75 per yard; and the \| 
alleged fraud consisted in the fact that that very || 


same carpet, for which he had agreed to pay 
$1 or yard, was furnished and charged at the 
rate of two dollars per yard. 

derstand how it has happened that if it was wrong 
in the Committee of Accounts, at last Congress, 
to audit a bill of that character, it can be right 


carpet is worth $1 87a yard. I think the price 
is too high; but Clagett & Dodson, of whom it 
was purchased, and who, I understand, are re- 


|| spectable merchants, told me they sold the same 


carpet at the same price to individuals; and 1 did 


mittee, therefore, passed the account. 
Mr. SINGLETON. Can the gentleman inform 


BE. 


| 


me how many yards are required to cover this | 


floor? 


Mr. BLAKE. I cannot. I remember the gen- 


| eral fact that I investigated the number of yards, 


Now, I do not un- || 


| 
| 


| by the 


now for us to make an appropriation for the same || 


purpose for nearly double the amount. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I will give the House the 


was submitted to the Committee of Ways and | 
Means, and we were asked to report an appro- 
priation for it. We declined to do so until the 
bill should have been presented to the Committee 
of Accounts, examined by that committee, and 
certified to be reasonable. 

Mr. MAYNARD. To the Committee of Ac- | 
counts at the present or the last Congress? 

Mr. SHERMAN, At the present Congress. | 
The carpet was ordered by Mr. Allen, the Clerk 
of the last House, and the price agreed upon. I | 
thought the price unreasonable—much too large 
for that quality of carpet. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 
floor ? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Yes. 
made necessary by the change inthe Hall. The | 
bill was referred to the Committee of Accounts, | 
and they thought it right. 

Mr. MAYNARD. How many yards of car- 
peting did it take? 
Mr. SHERMAN. I suppose it took about two 

thousand yards. 

Mr. MAYNARD. How did it take more yards 
to carpet the Hall now than it did before? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Ido not know. 

Mr. MAYNARD. [ask the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means this additional 
question. The first item in this bill is “ for fur- 
niture, repairs, and boxes for members, $10,000.”’ | 
I desire to know how much of that is for furni- 
ture, as separate and distinct from the carpet. 

Mr. SHERMAN. In the estimate, as furnished 
by the Clerk, the carpet was included. The Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, however, thought it 
better to present it as a single distinct item, for 
the House to judge of it. We therefore took the 
carpet out of the ordinary item for furniture, and 
put it in as a distinct item. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I have had no time to ex- | 
amine into this matter; and I do not propose now | 
to do anything more than to call the attention of 
the committee to the fact, that the former carpet for | 
this Hall, which cost, | believe, less than three | 
thousand dollars, is, by far, superior in texture to | 
this carpet, which cost nearly double the amount. | 
Before { take my seat, I will ask the chairman of 
the Committee of Accounts to explain this matter. | 

Mr. HOUSTON. I move to strike out the whole 
item, I understand from gentlemen around me | 
that it only requires about eleven hundred yards, 
and yet the gentleman who is at the head of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, says that about 
two thousand yards have been purchased, ata cost 
of $} 80 or $1 90 per yard, making an amount of 
over four thousand seven hundred dollars. 

Mr, BLAKE, Ifthe gentleman from Alabama 
will permit me, [ will explain this account, 

Mr. HOUSTON, I will yield to the gentle- 
man, I only want to understand the facts. 

Mr. BLAKE, When this bill came before the 
Committee of Accounts, we thought it was exor- 
bitant, and the matter was referred to me for in- 
eee Upon examining the matter, I became 

i that the persons of whom the carpet was 
purchased sold the same description of article at 
pl —— yard, I was also satisfied that the num- 

r ards used was not too great, 

Mr. HOUSTON, How many yards? 
Mr.RLAKE, Idonot remember, I recollect 
that we became satisfied that the whole amount 








eee, 


Sen 


as well as the price; and satisfied myself that the 
quantity used was not too great, and that the price 


| was not higher than 7. by individuals. 


Mr. QUARLES. W 
resent or the former Clerk ? 


Mr. BLAKE. By the former Clerk. When 


_ the bill was presented, I expected that a large per- 


| centage on the amount ha 
facts precisely as I have learned them. This bill || 


been given to some 
person, but I was assured by Clagett and Dodson 
that no percentage had been paid, that they re- 
ceived the whole amount themselves, and that the 
price charged was the usual price. 

Mr. MAYNARD. That is, I suppose, at the 


|| rate at which he sells at retail ? 


Mr. BLAKE. Yes, sir. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I suppose it is the price at 
which he sells a few yards for a room of small 
size. 

Mr. Hovston’s amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. RUFFIN. I should like to ask the chair- 


| man of the Committee of Ways and Means in 
| reference to one item which has been passed over, 


Is this the carpet on the | ) ‘ 
|| $10,000 for miscellaneous items. 
The new carpet was || 





|| am in favor of aos out 





| believe they have not. 


and for that purpose I move to.strike out the 


The CHAIRMAN. That paragraph having 
been passed in the bill, the committee can only 
return to it by unanimous consent, 

Objection was made. 

Mr. McKNIGHT. Before this item in refer- 
ence to the carpet for this Hall is passed, I desire 
to offer an amendment. I do not think we ought 
to strike out the whole appropriation; but I am in 


|| favor of reducing the amount, and move therefore 


to reduce it $2,000, and allow it to stand $2,729. 
Mr. BRANCH. I would be glad if some gen- 
tleman will inform the House whether this money 
has been paid by anybody, or whether a debt has 
been incurred by the Government for which we 
are pledged. ‘ 
r. SHERMAN. I will state the facts as I un- 


| derstandthem. The late Clerk of the House (Mr. 


Allen) went to Clagett & Dodson’s, and pur- 
chased a quantity of carpet sufficient for this Hall 
and for the galleries, at the rate of $1 87 a yard. 
I do not know that they have been paid for it. I 
It was necessary to pur- 
chase a new carpet for the Hall, in consequence 
of the changes that were made in the removal of 
the desks, and I believe the same carpet was also 
put down in the galleries. 

Mr. BRANCH. If it has been paid for, it has 
been out of some other appropriation. As I un- 
derstand the gentleman from Ohio {Mr. mae 
the carpethas been paid for. If it has been pai 
for out of some other appropriation, and it can be 
now taken out of some other appropriation, with- 
out doing injustice to any —— individual, I 

this appropriation. I 
think no gentleman who knows anything of the 
cost of such an artiqle, will examine this carpet 
without coming to the conclusion that the Gov- 
ernment has beeh grossly imposed on. I do not 
like to strike out the appropriation, if the carpet 
has not been paid for, and the faith of the House 
pledged for its payment; but ifit has been paid for, 
and it can be taken out of some other appropri- 
ation, without injury to any other person, I am 
in favor of striking it out. 

Mr, SHERMAN, If it has been paid for I do 
not know it. As I said before, the whole amount 
of $16,000 was estimated for in the general fund; 
if this appropriation is made, it will be added to 
the contingent fund, But the committee consid- 
ered this amount so large that — thought proper 
to place it in an item by itself, and allow the 
House to dispose of it as they thought proper. 
I doubt very much whether the money has been 


Mr. MILES. I learn from the superintendent 
of the Capitol extension, with whom I have just 


|, Committee =~ Accounts, and I rec 
| Clagett & Dodson speak of their beino 

the carpet purchased || bad ' vy Mite 
'| paid after it had been passed by the committee, 


| 
| 


| 
| 








April 17. 
been in conversation, that the same de foaee 
carpet which is used in the Hall is 


Scription of 


: ; also used j 
the galleries, which, I presume, will oer fon 


the large quantity used. I was inform d 
tain Meigs that, on making the duesewetae 
made at the close of the last session in the sles 


the old carpet would not 


Mr. MAYNARD. I suppose the 
the desks did not require _ gallevien ae - 
carpeted. va 

he amendment was not agreed to. 
Mr. BLAKE. I wish to make an additional 
remark in reference to the matter which has ~ 
passed. I think the account was passed by the 


ollect hearing 
yin wantof money. 1 supposed the bill was 


Mr. BURNETT. For the purpose of enablin 
me to make a single remark, I will move to reduce 
the amount $1,000. 

I wish ney. to state the facts in reference to 
this matter as I have gathered them from the re- 
marks that have been made. This carpet was 


bought by the late Clerk, Mr. Allen; and it has - 


been paid for, I do not care who paid for it; but 
we have to inquire into the account, and if found 
to be correct, appropriate the $4,729 for that pur- 
pose. I was informed by a gentleman who had 
measured the Hall thateleven hundred and twenty- 
two yards of carpeting would cover it. We are 
charged $1 87 a yard for the carpet. 

Now, if gentlemen, as was remarked by the 
gentleman from North Carolina, will look at this 
carpet, they will be satisfied that they can go into 
the market anywhere, and that nowhere will they 
be called to pay more than a dollar a yard for it. 
Yes, sir; [am sure that as good carpet as is upon 
this floor can be purchased anywhere for a dollar, 

I am informed by a member of the House, who 
has dealt in the article, that he will take a con- 
tract to furnish the House with as much carpet 
as . wants, just as good as this, for one dollar a 

If gentlemen will reflect one moment, they will 
perceive the necessity of some legislation to pro- 
tect the Government against this irresponsible 
way of contracting for it. It will be seen that 
there ought to be some power for the control of 
tlte Clerk of the House, with reference to the pur- 
chase of material for furnishing this Hall. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I ask the gentleman from 
Kentucky a single question. The House, atthe 
last session, ordered that a change should be made 
from desks to benches. What could the Clerk 
do? It was necessary to have this carpet, and 
what else could he do than provide for its pur- 
chase ? 

Mr..BURNETT. The gentleman has misun- 
derstood me if he thinks that I find fault with the 
action of the Clerk. I am only contending that 
there is an absolute necessity for some reform in 
the mode of disbursing the contingent fund of the 
House of Representatives, and with reference to 
the making of contracts for the furnishing this 
Hall and ‘this Capitol. Take all these contracts 
and examine with respect to the various items of 
furniture provided for this building, and | venture 
the assertion, upon knowledge I already have, 
that it can be furnished at least fifty per cent. be- 
low what has really been the cost. There 1s no 
restriction upon the ies who act as the agents 
for the Government in making these contracts. 
The result is, that in the disbursement of our 
contingent fund, the furnishing of this Capitol has 
cost us, I was about to say, three or four times as 
much as it ought to, and if I had said so1 would 
not be far from the truth. . 

This is all I desire to say. This item standsin 
such a position that the Government is obliged 
to pay the money, the present Clerk having pa! 
it out of the contingent fund, or to repudiate It. 

Mr. CURRY. Thomanseria which the conun- 
gent fund is migesiee almost necessarily produces 
injury to thisGovernment. I desire to state what 
Fundesutand to be the system by which this con- 
tingent fund, or a ien of it, is ordinarily dis- 
bursed orexpended, The Clerk of this House— 
and I speak it not to his dis ent, because 
it is in of a t which has pre- 
vailed here for several e Clerk of the 
House gives to some friend of his a carte 
for the furnishing or upholstering of this House, 
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